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PATIENT SAFETY 
IS RATED 'POOR' 


INVESTIGATION 

Children wander out 
of pre-school centre 

FOUR young children managed to get 
out of a pre-school near a busy road after 
leaving through a gate which supervisors 
assumed was locked. 

Little Legends Pre-School in Rowley 
Regis is at the centre of an investigation 
into how the children - around three years 
old - got out last Wednesday. One was re¬ 
portedly found in the middle of the busy 
Dudley Road, although bosses said that 
had not been confirmed. 

Owner Matt Lee closed the pre-school 
temporarily following the incident and said 
disciplinary action could follow. 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


MENTAL health services 
across Dudley and Walsall 
must improve, the health 
watchdog has ruled following 
an inspection. 

The Dudley and Walsall Mental 
Health Partnership NHS Trust has 
been rated as ‘requiring improve¬ 
ment’ overall following a detailed 
assessment of the three hospitals it 
runs in the Black Country. 

The Care Quality Commission (CQC) found 
in its review that patient safety was of a ‘poor 
standard’ and said care plans were not always 
‘holistic, person centred or recovery focused’. 

The regulator said the safety of some staff 
and patients was ‘compromised’ as there were 
not alarm systems in place in all areas. 

The Beeches Day Hospital in Walsall did not 
have an operational alarm system at all at the 
time of inspection, it was said. 

Inspectors also reported ‘inconsistencies’ in 
informal patients being able to leave wards, as 
is their right. 

As part of their routine programme of inspec¬ 
tions the CQC visited trust premises in early 
February to look at services. 

Areas requiring improvement included re¬ 
cords management, supervision, appraisals 
and training compliance and staff acting in 
accordance with the Mental Health Act Code 
of Practice. 

The trust employs more than 1,000 people 
across 29 sites and runs three main units in 
the two boroughs - Bushey Fields Hospital in 
Dudley, Bloxwich Hospital and Dorothy Patti- 
son Hospital in Walsall. 

Caring 

While the trust was told services must im¬ 
prove overall, the CQC described day-to-day 
practice as caring, responsive and well-led. 

Bosses at the trust have vowed to improve in 
those areas where they were deemed to be not 
doing enough. 

But the trust also pointed to the many posi¬ 
tive aspects of the report, including high morale 
among staff and a ‘clear vision and set of val¬ 
ues’ which put patient safety as its top priority. 

Acting chief executive Mark Axcell said: “We 
welcome the feedback from the CQC and, al¬ 
though we are disappointed with the final rat¬ 
ing, the report highlights many areas of good 
practice and includes some positive feedback 
from inspectors, staff, patients, carers and 
stakeholders. 

“Quality and safety remains our top priority 
and we have already taken action to address 
some of the points raised. 

“We will continue to work with our staff, pa¬ 
tients, carers and stakeholders to provide the 
best mental health services to the communities 
of Dudley and Walsall.” 


ABIGAIL DANCES FOR JOY AFTER PAGEANT SUCCESS 



Last year’s Miss Black Country, Jade Seeker, left, with the newly crowned winner for 2016/17 Abigail Cutler of Rowley Regis 


A DANCER and charity ambassador from 
Rowley Regis has taken the prestigious title 
of Miss Black Country 2016-17. 

Abigail Cutler, who said she was ‘still in 
shock’, will now go through to the Miss Eng¬ 
land semi-final at Kelham Hall, Newark on 
June 11. 

She was chosen at a glittering catwalk 
event after two months of hard work of char¬ 
ity fundraising and raising publicity for the 
spectacle. 

More than 250 friends, family and local 
firms attended the pageant at the Copthorne 


Hotel, Brierley Hill, at the weekend. Jade 
Seeker, Miss Black Country 2015-16, was 
also at the event to hand over her crown to 
Abigail. 

Some 28 candidates paraded in eco wear, 
sports attire, fashionwear and evening 
dresses, with 12 selected as finalists. 

Abigail said she was thrilled to have been 
chosen and was looking forward to celebrat¬ 
ing with her family. She said: “As a local girl 
I’m looking forward to showing how amazing 
the Black Country is, with lots of charity and 
community work over the year. 


“Every single one of the finalists did incred¬ 
ibly and we all showed how the Black Country 
girls can achieve amazing things.” 

If successful at Newark, she will go on to 
represent the area at the Miss England Finals 
in Southport in July. 

The organisers have announced that due 
to the finalists’ ‘success and the hard work’, 
the first and second runners-up would also 
compete in the semi-finals. They were first 
runner-up, performing arts student Faye 
Campbell and second runner-up Alex Rob¬ 
bins. 


TRANSPORT 

Fury at city centre 
tram launch delay 

A THIRD delay to the Midland Metro 
scheme has caused anger. Services 
were due to start running from Bull 
Street to Stephenson Street last Sun¬ 
day but were put on hold for further 
track alignment following safety checks 
by transport authority Centro. 

The project to lay three-quarters of 
a mile of track started four years ago. 

Angry Corporation Street trader 
David Johnson, who owns Rex John¬ 
son jewellers, said the delays had 
badly affected trade. 


TRAGEDY 

Woman dies as fire 
rips through house 

A WOMAN died when a blaze ripped 
through her home in Netherton, despite 
the brave efforts of neighbours to save her. 

One woman crawled into the burning 
house to try to rescue the 67-year-old, 
named locally as Gillian Howard, after she 
heard her daughter screaming for help. 

Police have now launched an investi¬ 
gation into the fire at the semi-detached 
house in Spring Road and thanked resi¬ 
dents for their ‘valiant’ attempts to come to 
the aid of the victim. 

Mrs Howard’s daughter Nicki was taken 
to hospital after the fire on Thursday. 

• Fatal blaze - see page 9 
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550 sites identified for 'garden city' 


PLANNERS behind a £6 billion ‘garden city’ for 
the Black Country say they have identified more 
than 500 sites for around 45,000 new homes. 

The ambitious scheme unveiled earlier this 
year is create a new city stretching from Wolver¬ 
hampton to Lye, Dudley Port, West Bromwich and 
Aldridge. 

The ‘garden city’ would be the largest in the 
country and it would be built with open spaces and 
greenery in mind. 

Civic and business leaders attended the MIPIM 
international property exhibition in the south of 
France to attract investment for the plans. 

Chris Handy, chief executive of Accord Group 


and board member of the Black Country Local 
Enterprise Project, which is behind the plan, said 
‘good progress’ had been made. 

He told board members at the Black Country 
LEP the scheme had attracted interest with at 
least eight small and medium-sized enterprises 
enquiring about it. These included developers and 
builders wanting to support the project. 

He said: “We have had interest from three types 
of organisations, one being builders, the other 
being developers and lastly there has been interest 
from investors. Around 550 sites have been identi¬ 
fied in the Black Country. The sites spread across 
30 towns.” 


Mr Handy said out of the 45,000 homes to be 
built work had already started preparing 13,000 
to 14,000 properties. The scheme will cover more 
than 3,700 acres. 

Once funding has been secured work will last for 
a decade. Old industrial areas - brownfield sites - 
will be targeted. 

The development is being led by the Black Coun¬ 
try LEP and the Homes and Communities Agency, 
with the support of the Department for Communi¬ 
ties and Local Government. 

MIPIM - Le marche international des profes- 
sionnels de l’immobilier - was a four-day exhibi¬ 
tion, conference and networking event in Cannes. 



Brierley Hill's market 
hall is put up for sale 


BRIERLEY Hill’s market hall has 
been put up for sale - leaving the 
future of the town’s indoor mar¬ 
ket uncertain. 

The hall in High Street could sell for 
as much as £1 million after the family 
which have owned it for generations 
announced their intention to sell. 

Estate agents appointed to oversee its 
sale said the hall would be sold with the 
intention that it continues to operate as a 
market - but ultimately its future would be 
decided by the new owner. 

The indoor market has operated from the 
hall since 1930 with around 100 stallhold¬ 
ers currently selling a range of products. It 
was described by estate agents Wilks Head 
& Eve as an ‘attractive key asset’ which 
‘forms a thriving centre to the retail scene 
in Brierley Hill’. 

Iain Dewar, from the firm, said: “The 
family partnership, who have owned the 
market for many years, have now decided 
to offer the opportunity of ownership and 
running of the market hall into new hands. 

Operating 

“The market hall will be offered for sale 
as a going concern with the intention that 
it should continue operating in a similar 
style to the way it has traded for many 
years. 

“Privately owned and run markets on 
the scale of Brierley Hill very rarely be¬ 
come available for sale so this opportunity 
is expected to appeal to a wide number of 
different parties.” 

Thomas Greenwell, from the firm, could 
not rule out the building being used for an¬ 
other purpose in the future. 

“It will be sold on the understanding it 
continues as a market. But it will be up to 
the purchaser to do with it what they see 
fit,” he said. 

Brierley Hill councillor Rachel Harris 
said: “Any property owner that comes in 
would clearly see how much potential there 
is there. 

“It’s an exciting opportunity for a new 
owner to come in and refurbish the market 
and keep it as the central focus in the High 
Street.” 

The market hall was built in 1930 and 
has always been in the hands of the Shap- 
eero family. In 2008, the building under¬ 
went a £150,000 facelift. 


Hugh leads cyclists on charity ride 


Black Country cycling legend Hugh Porter with god-daughter Kate Stride (left) and her sister Helen Jackson 


ALMOST 600 cyclists lined up 
alongside sport legend Hugh Por¬ 
ter MBE for a charity bike ride 
challenge on Sunday. 

Starting at Kingswinford Rugby 
Club, the Round the Wrekin Spor¬ 
tive invited the 580 participants to 
cycle one of three routes in aid of 
Compton Hospice - 23 miles, 60 
miles or 100 miles long. 

The ride began at 8.30am with 
routes heading into the Shropshire 
Hills taking in the Long Mynd, Sti- 
perstones and The Wrekin. 


Mr Porter, who took part in the 
23-mile route through Bobbington, 
Claverley and Pattingham, said it 
had been a ‘first class day’. 

He said: “It has been fantastic 
and the weather stayed bright for 
us despite a few clouds popping in. 

“I only did the short route but 
more than 100 of us took part in it 
and moved off in our little groups. 

“I wasn’t really worried about 
the time because my god-daugh¬ 
ter and her sister came along and 
I rode with them and some friends 


and had a laugh. It has been a bril¬ 
liant atmosphere.” 

Born in Wolverhampton, Mr 
Porter won the World Champi¬ 
onship title four times and took a 
gold medal at the Commonwealth 
Games during his cycling career. 

He is also honorary patron of 
Compton Hospice and Halesowen 
Athletic and Cycling Club. 

He added: “It means so much to 
be able to be part of something like 
this. We raised a lot of money and 
it is the start of raising even more.” 


Countess at 
anniversary 
party for Air 
Ambulance 

IT was a royal occasion for Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity after The Countess 
of Wessex attended its 25th anniversary 
party at Hagley Hall, near Stourbridge. 

The charity celebrated the milestone 
with a garden party where celebrities 
were among the guests. 

In total 350 people attended the event, 
called ‘Air 25’, which was held to both 
celebrate the charity’s anniversary and 
to thank supporters. 

The air ambulance has carried out 
more than 46,000 missions since it 
started. 

Sophie Helen Rhys-Jones, the Coun¬ 
tess of Wessex, unveiled a sundial to 
commemorate the charity in the grounds 
of Hagley Hall, where the charity offi¬ 
cially launched on May 21, 1991. 

She has been a strong advocate of the 
charity and gave a speech where she 
praised its life-saving work and revealed 
she herself had been airlifted by an air 
ambulance to hospital. 

Three ambulance helicopters hew in 
to mark the occasion. 

Guests included the charity’s ambas¬ 
sadors Lee Pearson CBE and Ryan Cock- 
bill, both Rio 2016 Paralympians, actor 
John Challis (Boycie from Only Fools 
And Horses) and England Rugby World 
Cup winner Neil Back MBE, with broad¬ 
caster Michael Collie hosting the party. 

Charity fundraisers, volunteers, 
aircrew, local dignitaries, MPs, and 
representatives from West Midlands 
Ambulance Service, Airbus Helicopters 
and Babcock Mission Critical Services 
were also in attendance. 

It's fun, ay it, 
to mark big day 

A WACKY dog show, mini Olympics and 
a visit from Paw Patrol are among the 
fun lined up to celebrate Black Country 
Day in Sandwell. 

Staff at the Manor House Museum, in 
Hall Green Road, are organising Black 
Country Day Ay It! on Saturday July 9 
from 12 noon to 11pm. Live music and 
comedians are also part of the daytime 
and evening festivities to celebrate all 
that is great about the Black Country. 

People are being encouraged to enter 
a team of up to four people of any age 
and compete in the Black Country Day 
For more information and to apply for 
the competitions, email rachel_kin 
sella@sandwell.gov.uk 

More information on museum activ¬ 
ities at www.sandwell.gov.uk/joininmu 
seums 

Wartime songs are 
part of forces day 

MORE attractions are lined up for 
Armed Forces Day at Himley Hall and 
Park in Dudley. The free event on Sun¬ 
day, June 26, 11am to 5pm, will include 
the return of singing trio the D-Day 
Darlings and the Sealed Knot will turn 
back the clock to the 17th century. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIC & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

S3 www.ablecarpets.co.uk 
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COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen 

• Cradley 

• Oldhill 

• Blackheath 


• Hasbury 

• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5075270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Homeclad 



■ • FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 



Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QB1 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail cutting and trimming 

• Diabetic footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 
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woman hit 
by bus is 
rushed to 
hospital 

A WOMAN suffered serious head 
injuries after being hit by a bus in 
Stourbridge. 

The woman, thought to be in her 
50s, was taken to Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Birmingham after being 
hit at the junction of Church Street 
and Parkfield Road at 2.15pm on Fri¬ 
day 

An ambulance, a community par¬ 
amedic, a paramedic area support 
officer and the Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance were all called to the scene. The 
helicopter landed at a nearby school 
but the victim was eventually taken 
to hospital by land ambulance. 

Ambulance Service spokeswoman 
Claire Brown said: “The woman had 
sustained a serious head injury in the 
collision. The ambulance crews and 
the doctor worked to stabilise her con¬ 
dition by administering trauma care 
at the roadside. 

“Once immobilised and stable, the 
woman was taken by land ambulance 
on blue lights to Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital. The doctor travelled in the 
ambulance to continue treatment en 
route.” 

Meanwhile, a man died after a 
crash involving a Jaguar car and a 
lorry near the Black Country Living 
Museum on Friday night. 

Ambulance crews were called to the 
Birmingham New Road at 10.30pm 
but nothing could be done to save the 
52-year-old, who was a passenger in 
the car. The driver was treated in hos¬ 
pital for head injuries. Both men were 
from Slough. The driver of the HGV 
was not injured in the crash. 


Man charged with 
attempted murder 

A DUDLEY man has been charged 
with attempted murder after a man 
was shot in the Soho Hill area of Bir¬ 
mingham. Rio Sanchez-Williams ap¬ 
peared at Birmingham Magistrates 
Court on Friday. 

It was in connection with disorder 
on October 30, which left one man 
dead and another fighting for his life. 

The 27-year-old from Orchard 
Street was charged with attempted 
murder of Marvin Duffus, 29, who re¬ 
mains critically ill in hospital nearly 
five months later. 

Derek Junior Myers, 25 from 
Handsworth, suffered a fatal gunshot 
wound. 

Detective Superintendent Mark 
Payne appealed for anyone with in¬ 
formation to call 101. 

Music of the Night 
for theatre group 

MUSIC of the Night, an evening of 
music from Sir Andrew Lloyd Web¬ 
ber’s musicals featuring West End 
singers, is being held in Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall on July 2 in aid of Stour¬ 
bridge Side by Side Theatre Company. 


Robbers jailed after violent rampage 



Jailed robber Tyrone Reid 


ROBBERS who stole more than £1 mil¬ 
lion in cash, property and vehicles in a vi¬ 
olent rampage across the Midlands have 
been jailed for more than 100 years. 

Nine of the gang of 14, who targeted 
supermarkets and banks, were sentenced 
at Stafford Crown Court last week, in¬ 
cluding a Dudley man. 

Before the court were Tyrone Reid, 
25, of Cromwell Street, Dudley; Mark 
Hazel, 35, from Leaside Avenue, Ruge- 
ley; and Connor Robertson, 25, of Wood 
End Lane, Lichfield. Six other men from 
Birmingham and London were sentenced. 
All had been found guilty after a trial. 


The gang’s crimes included a robbery 
at HSBC in Sutton Coldfield where prop¬ 
erty and cash to the value of £700,000 was 
stolen and an employee was left needing 
hospital treatment. 

The 14 men were charged in May 2014 
with the exception of Robertson and 
Hazel, who went on the run. 

Hazel and Reid continued to carry out 
violent robberies at Co-ops in Stafford¬ 
shire. The crime spree came to an end in 
June 2015 when police arrived during a 
robbery at Morrisons on Upper Gungate 
in Tamworth. Hazel was arrested in the 
Preston area after a robbery in Wales. 


Robertson was jailed for 12 years six 
months for conspiracy to rob, burgle and 
steal. Hazel got eight years for conspiracy 
to rob and burgle. Reid was given seven 
years for conspiracy to rob and steal. 

Of the Birmingham men, Aaron 
Leathern, 24, of Gipsy Lane, was given 
15 years six months for conspiracy to rob, 
to burgle, to steal and conspiracy to bur¬ 
gle. Irfan Bonner, 28, of Faulkners Farm 
Drive, was jailed for 10 years six months 
for conspiracy to rob and to steal. Wayne 
Stokes, 31, of The Ridgeway, was sen¬ 
tenced to 10 years for conspiracy to rob 
and an additional robbery. 


Boy, 14, was sold for 
sex in red light district 


NINE men, including a Black Coun¬ 
try bus driver, have been convicted 
of sex offences against a boy who 
was pimped out in Birmingham’s 
gay red light district after running 
away from a children’s home. 

Jurors at Warwick Crown Court delib¬ 
erated for more than 30 
hours before convicting 
defendants from the 
West Midlands, London 
and Stoke-on-Trent of of¬ 
fences involving the boy. 

Pimp Stephen Kelly had 
befriended the boy at New 
Street station when he was 
just 14, and sold him for sex 
with other men. 

Ian Prestleton He appeared in the dock 
at Warwick Crown Court 
with 11 other men who between them were ac¬ 
cused of more than 50 sex offences against the 
boy in 2009 and 2010. 

Bus driver Ian Prestleton, 54, of High Haden 
Road, Cradley Heath, was was found guilty of 
sexual activity with a child but cleared of rape. 
Alan Priest, 63, of Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, 
was convicted of two rapes and one count of 
sexual activity with a child. 

All the convicted men were warned they face 
custodial sentences when they return to court 
for sentencing on July 1. 

At the end of a three-month trial Kelly, 
aged 39, of Elm Road, Bourneville, was found 
guilty of two charges of arranging or facil¬ 
itating the prostitution of the boy and one of 
sexual activity in the presence of a child. 

Prosecutor Rosina Cottage QC said the victim 
ran away from a children’s home in December 
2009, when he was 14, and was missing for 11 
days before being found at Kelly’s home and re¬ 
turned to care. 

During that time he had been pimped by Kelly 
in the Kent Street area of Birmingham. The boy 
was interviewed by the police at the time but it 
was only when the investigation was re-opened 
that he went into full details. As a result, arrests 
were made. 

A tenth defendant, former Special Constable 
Ronald Potter, 78 from Pippers Lane, Fillong- 
ley, near Coventry, was convicted of two inde¬ 
cent assaults committed against another boy in 
2001 and 2002 but cleared of rape and sexual 
activity with a child. Jurors acquitted two other 
men. 



First Muslim mayor for Dudley 



The first Muslim Mayor of Dudley Councillor Mohammed Hanif and Mayoress Zabeda Khanam 


THE new mayor of Dudley is the 
first Muslim to serve as the bor¬ 
ough’s first citizen. 

Councillor Mohammed Hanif 
was voted in as mayor at a full 
council meeting on Thursday 
night, succeeding Councillor Steve 
Waltho. 

Former deputy mayor Council¬ 
lor Hanif has been a councillor for 
nine years for the Lye and Stour¬ 
bridge North ward. 

He has pledged to raise thou¬ 


sands of pounds for charity split 
between three charities - the 
Friends of Alfie Johnson, Diabetes 
UK - Type 2 Together and Dudley 
CIL. Councillor Hanif said: “It is 
an enormous honour and a privi¬ 
lege to be Mayor of Dudley and I 
will serve the residents of Dudley 
borough to the best of my ability. 

“Both the Mayoress and I are 
looking forward to being am¬ 
bassadors for the borough and 
promoting all the good things 


that happen here as well as the 
rich Black Country culture full 
of industrial heritage. I am also 
very proud to be the first Muslim 
mayor of the borough and pas¬ 
sionate about working with the 
local diverse communities.” 

Councillor Hanif s wife, Zabeda 
Khanam, was named mayoress at 
the ceremony in the council cham¬ 
ber. Councillor Dave Tyler was 
sworn in as deputy mayor with 
his wife Barbara deputy mayoress. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

it's a rock track 
as Ozzy honoured 

ROCK icon Ozzy Osborne will return 
to his native Birmingham this week 
- to mark a tram being named after 
him. The Aston-born ‘Prince of Dark¬ 
ness’ will be in town today, Thurs¬ 
day, to meet the Midland Metro tram 
named after in. 

Fans of the Black Sabbath singer 
can see Ozzy, who had a hit with 
Crazy Train, at the new Corporation 
Street stop at 11am. 

Ozzy said: “It’s a great honour to 
have a new tram named after me, 
I’m proud to be a Brummie and this 
means so much.” 

Claim figures up 
as more seek work 

DUDLEY saw the highest increase in 
the number of people claiming Job¬ 
seeker’s Allowance and other unem¬ 
ployment benefits in the Black Coun¬ 
try last month. 

It rose by 185 to 5,540 - 2.9 per cent 
of the working population - and fol¬ 
lowed a rise of 50 in March. 

Unemployment for the wider West 
Midlands was up 8,000 to 154,000 for 
January to March despite the national 
total falling 2,000 to 1.69 million. 
South Staffs’ total remained at 710. 

Employment in the West Midlands 
is at a record high of 2.65m. 

Concert with a 
summer sound 

A SUMMER concert will be per¬ 
formed by Coseley Male Voice Choir 
in Sedgley next weekend. 

A Summer’s Evening of Song will 
be presented in St Andrew’s Church 
in Bilston Street on Saturday, June 4. 

Special guest and compere for the 
evening is Tipton poet David Bartley. 

Tickets for the concert, which starts 
at 7.30pm, costs £6 on the door, or are 
available in advance from choir mem¬ 
bers or from the secretary on 0121 
5200739. 

Eyes have it for new 
Startime Variety show 

BLACK Country theatre group Star¬ 
time Variety is staging a musical show 
in Halesowen later this summer. 

Startime In Your Eyes be at Corn- 
bow Hall in Halesowen from July 13 to 
16. The show is based on popular TV 
series Stars In Your Eyes and is pro¬ 
duced by Kirsty Aldridge and Darcy 
Grainger. The cast will be performing 
songs from the 1950s to 80s. 

Tickets cost £10 for adults plus con¬ 
cessions. Call 07901055685 or visit 
www. startimevariety .co .uk 

Solve clues at Himley 

A SCAVENGER hunt takes place on 
Wednesday, June 1, at Himley Hall 
and Park, near Dudley. 

Clue sheets will be handed out on 
the day. All children must be accom¬ 
panied by an adult. 

For more information contact 
01384 817825. 


Create an Entrance 
this Spring... 

...and Visit Our Showroom! 




turn 

Jmih 


MORE DOORS 
MORE COLOURS 
MORE GLASS 
MORE HARDWARE 


Oak Lodge Buildings, 
Z Furnace Hill, Halesowen, 

\ ffl f West Midlands B63 3LZ 

OfliuODGEDOORSLTD^ poll fllOl CEO 171 /171 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS HUH UILI UUU I 111 

www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS 
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THE BEST OF Sr 
PETERRHODES^^ 

SUNBURN on Monday, soaked on Tuesday, sunburn 
on Wednesday. God, I love Scotland. The weather varied 
from blazing sunshine to that dense grey drizzle that the 
Scots call dreich and on to that persistent precipitation 
that the Scots call pussendoon. The great thing about the 
rain, as one Scot explained, is that it keeps the midges 
quiet. It is a great land for counting your blessings. 

DID it not seem strange in the hours following the 
EgyptAir disaster, that no terrorist organisation claimed 
responsibility? France is Islamic State’s prime target 
and Egypt its sworn enemy. To make such a high-profile 
attack on both nations would be a feather in IS’s cap. It 
may be that some terror group will produce convincing 
proof that it did the killing. But we should remember there 
is one thing far more terrifying than an airliner that falls 
out of the sky because of terrorism, and that is an airliner 
that falls out of the sky all by 
itself. 

AFTER a week without news¬ 
papers I pick up the Daily Mail 
where pundit Peter Oborne sug¬ 
gests our next prime minister 
could be the Health Secretary, 
Jeremy Flunt. The silly season 
starts earlier every year. 

ONE blessing of being a Scot is to be better informed 
than those terrible people south of the border. The Scots 
have a separate legal system which means they all know 
the identity of the world-famous showbiz couple involved 
in a three-way tryst whose secrecy is so jealously protect¬ 
ed in England by our wonderful Supreme Court. “Oh, you 
mean that business about ****?” (asterisks for the benefit 
of the English), said one local when I started the conver¬ 
sation. “We’ve known about that for ages. To be honest, 
I’m not in the least interested in what **** has been up to.” 
This makes the fascinating legal point that what interests 
the public is not necessarily in the public interest, and 
even if something is in the public interest, it doesn’t mean 
the public is remotely interested. 

SCOTLAND over, we headed back down the M6 in 
blinding spray. Why is it so many motorists refuse to put 
on their headlights in such conditions? To be fair, some 
drivers were very busy texting. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 



Enterprise zone set to 
transform waterfront 


THE creation of an enterprise zone in Brier- 
ley Hill will bring 4,000 jobs and ‘change the 
perception’ of the area, says a Black Country 
business leader. 

Business in the Black Country was given a huge 
boost when proposals to make The Waterfront and 
parts of neighbouring Harts Hill an enterprise zone 


were approved as part of 
March. 

Now members of the 
Black Country Local En¬ 
terprise Partnership have 
been hitting the streets to 
tell people how the massive 
scheme will transform the 
area and benefit local resi¬ 
dents. 

Enterprise zones attempt 
to aid business growth by 
offering companies advan¬ 
tages by agreeing to set up 
there. 

Businesses moving in at 
Brierley Hill will be given 
the carrot of a business rate- 
free period for five years to 
tempt them to move to the 
complex near the Merry Hill 
shopping centre. 

Metro 

Long-term aims also in¬ 
clude creating 66,000 sq ft 
of business space to improve 
what is already on offer to 
potential tenants. 

Civic leaders say the plans 
also hold the key to bringing 
the much-heralded Midland 
Metro extension to Brierley 
Hill. 

To mark the publicity 
campaign, bosses posted a 
tweet which said: “Brierley 
Hill Enterprise Zone will 
create jobs locally and across 
the whole West Midlands.” 

Ninder Johal, a board 
member at the Local En¬ 
terprise Partnership, said 
he was expecting an ‘influx 


he Chancellor’s budget in 

By Richard Guttridge 

of businesses’ at the site 
over the next few years and 
pointed to the i54 develop¬ 
ment in Wolverhampton as 
evidence of how successful 
enterprise zones can be. 

He said: “What we are 
talking about is 4,000 jobs 
and the potential for small 
businesses to find a place 
where they can grow. 

“An influx businesses 
means we can fully utilise 
local colleges and universi¬ 
ties to up-skill people. 

“When it all comes to fru¬ 
ition there will be a lot of 
jobs, a lot of skills and the 
perception of the area will 
change.” 

Mr Johal said it was not 
known when work on de¬ 
livering the enterprise zone 
would begin at this stage. 

“We have only just man¬ 
aged to get approval. We 
have had the nod and we 
will get into the detail and 
see what we can do.” 

During its heyday, The 
Waterfront was one of the 
borough’s prime locations 
with waterside bars and 
restaurants adding to the 
vibrant atmosphere. 

Currently around 40 
per cent of the site near to 
Merry Hill shopping centre 
is vacant. 


Food for thought at pageant 



Student Chelsea Rist, 16, has been chosen as Miss Earth 2016 


A 16-YEAR-old Halesowen 
student has won the coveted 
title of Miss Earth after she 
impressed the judges with 
her campaign against food 
waste. 

Halesowen College ani¬ 
mal care student Chelsea 
Rist, of Hartshorne Street, 
Bilston, won the Miss Earth 
2016 pageant after a week¬ 
end of competing at the 
MacDonalds Burlington 
Hotel, Birmingham, which 
saw her complete a catwalk 
challenge, a cocktail dress 
round, a evening wear, 
swimwear and eco-challenge 
round. 


Idea 

Chelsea’s idea for the 
eco-challenge was a cam¬ 
paign to prevent people 
from ditching unwanted 
frozen goods before they get 
to the till, which means a 
product defrosts before staff 
have a chance to return it to 
the correct department. 

The teenager told judges 
she would like to launch a 
campaign to make more peo¬ 
ple aware of this issue and 
also suggested that more 
canteens and food outlets 
have recycling bins for dif¬ 
ferent materials. 

Fundraiser Chelsea, who 
has already raised £1,200 
for charities this year, is 
planning a charity skydive 
on June 4 and an abseil for 
charity Acorns on July 2. 
The following day she will 
be doing the 5k colour blast 
run for Compton Hospice. 


Lots for 
children 
to do at 
centre 

THERE are lots of activities 
on offer at Dudley Leisure 
Centre this half term to 
help keep youngsters enter¬ 
tained. 

Children can enjoy ‘Bos- 
tin Bruce’ the fun inflatable 
aqua pool run, with obsta¬ 
cles and a challenge section 
with slide from 1.45pm to 
2.45pm on Tuesday and 
Thursday (June 2). 

Suitable for eight to 15 
year olds who can swim 25 
metres or more, the activ¬ 
ity costs £3 per child and 
juniors can stay in the pool 
for a swim for just £1 extra 
afterwards. 

Activezone offers a day of 
fun including dance mats, 
Nintendo Wii, crafts, swim¬ 
ming and team games in¬ 
cluding football, rounders, 
basketball and badminton 
for £20 per day. Activezone 
will run on Tuesday and 
June 2 from 9am to 4pm for 
eight to 14-year-olds. 

Juniors under the age 
of 16 can also get a 50 per 
cent discount on courts for 
badminton, squash, 5-a-side 
football, netball and basket¬ 
ball. 

Alan Lunt, strategic di¬ 
rector for place, said: “This 
half term Dudley Council is 
organising lots of fantastic 
activities across the bor¬ 
ough, including activities 
at libraries and parks and I 
would encourage parents to 
find out more about them by 
visiting www.dudley.gov.uk/ 
schoolsout.” 

Pre-booking at reception 
is recommended for most of 
the school holiday activities. 

A 50 per cent discount is 
available with an Options+ 
leisure discount card. 

For more information 
visit Dudley Leisure Centre, 
call (01384) 812800 or go to 
www.dudley.gov.uk/sport 


WDreamlanditf 

40 Year Celebration Sale 


from 


Fantastic offers... 

our leading Bed Manufacturers 




BANK HOLIDAY 
MEGA DEALS 


OPEN Sat 9 am-5.30 pm Sun 11 am-4.30 pm 
Bank Holiday Monday 10 am-5 pm 
SAVE ON... Divan Beds, Mattresses, Wood and 
Metal Bedsteads, Fashion Beds, Sofa Beds, 
Adjustable Beds, Headboards and Children’s Beds 
throughout the store 



-SPRING IS HEREIN 

Is your Property due a Spring Cleen? 


At BTF Cleaning we specialise in external cleaning of: 




■ DRIVEWAYS JET WASHED 

> WEED KILLED/RESANDED 
* PATIOS REGROUTED 

> CONCRETE IMPRINT RECOLOURED AND SEALED 
» ALL UPVC PROFESSIONALLY CLEANED 

> CONSERVATORIES/ORANGERIES VALETED 

» GUTTERS/FACSIAS/SOFFITS WASHED AND 
CLEANED OUT 

> WINDOW FRAMES DEEP CLEANED 
AND BOUGHT BACK TO NEW 


(HU: 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, j % j 

West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 Mob: 07979 211302 



Windows from £180 Conservatories from £4495 
French Doors from £700 Patio Doors from £750 
Extensions & Garage Coversions 
Friendly, personal touch and jobs cc 


Fully Fitted 


t INNA 


J§ -SHSj 

AVAILABLE are no 
tO TRADE Problem % 


fromesond(/loss 

lilable - Guardian Tiled Roof System (LABC approved) 

ntO^B^fiBBBicn?roEY.Tel:0800 08Q|7076E0121[S7M Cf fe 
































































Praise for 
initiative on 
hate crime 

A PROJECT in Dudley that supports 
the victims of hate crime has been 
praised by the West Midlands Police 
and Crime Commissioner. 

The Commissioner’s Victims Fund 
provided £14,608 to Summit House’s 
Dudley Advice and Safety Project. 
Money was spent on providing the 
victims of hate crime in the borough 
with support and advice. It focuses on 
homophobia and transphobia. 

An exhibition event held at Summit 
House in North Street, Dudley, cele¬ 
brated the work and achievements of 
the scheme. 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said: 
“I was so very proud to speak at this 
event celebrating the sterling work of 
Summit House’s Dudley Advice and 
Safety Project. I am proud that my 
office has been able to fund this. 

“Hate crime is a stomach-churning 
offence and we must do all we can to 
bring it out of the shadows and into 
the light so we can tackle it head-on. 

“The care of victims is paramount 
and this scheme helps people get back 
on their feet by providing ‘hate crime 
champions’ to support them through¬ 
out their recovery. 

“We all have the right to live in 
peace regardless of our sexuality, gen¬ 
der, race and religion and it sickens 
me there are still people out there 
who believe otherwise.” 

BRIT winners Jump The 
Shark headline at pub 

YOUNG Wolverhampton band Jump 
The Shark have a headline gig at 
Birmingham pub venue The Hare & 
Hounds, Kings Heath, on Wednesday. 

The quartet, who won a BRIT 
award for young talent, features 
singer and drummer Tasha Jones, 
guitarists Theo Williams and Jon 
Murphy, and Matt Gregory bass. 


Charity launches plea to find 
new homes for youngsters 


I had to watch my business being burgled 


A BUSINESSMAN who called police when he 
saw a break-in at his firm on CCTV said he was 
left to watch it unfold after being told officers 
could not attend until the next day. 

Paul Smart watched on a screen at his home 
near Kidderminster as the theft took place at his 
Brierley Hill photographic firm. 

When he called 999 to report the theft he said 
he was first told to call the non-emergency num¬ 
ber 101 and then told police would not go until 
the next morning. By the time officers did arrive, 
the crooks were long gone. 

Their crime left Doodah Creative, on The Wal¬ 
lows Industrial Estate in Fens Pool Avenue, out 
of pocket to the tune of £20,000. 

Mr Smart, who lives in Chaddesley Corbett, 
received a call about the burglary and watched 
it from a screen in his home, 12 miles away. The 
burglary lasted 50 minutes. 

Manpower 

He said he got through to West Mercia Police 
when he dialled 999 around 2.30am on Friday 
and was then told to call West Midlands Police 
on 101. 

He said: “I apparently live in the West Mercia 
area. I gave them the address and they said ‘ah, 
you need to call West Midlands Police on 101’. 

“I called 101 and told them the same story. 
They said they did not have the manpower to 
do anything. 

“Watching someone take your property away 
like that, while not being able to do anything, it 
was awful.” 

West Midlands Police Chief Inspector Gill 
Davenport said: “We have been made aware 
that the victim in this case is disappointed with 
the police response and we are discussing these 
issues with him.” 



CCTV shows one of the thieves in the act of stealing at Doodah Creative 


A BLACK Country charity is calling on people to offer vulner¬ 
able teenagers a home after revealing it has been forced to 
turn youngsters away following a surge in applications. 

Youngsters have been placed with families in Dudley borough as 
part of the YMCA’s Open Door project which aims to prevent them 
from becoming homeless. 

But bosses at the charity said they are now struggling to keep up with the 


level of demand and need more people 
to open their doors offer the young 
people a roof over their heads. 

Applications have tripled this year 
compared to the same period 12 
months ago. They have received 38 re¬ 
ferrals, which has left them struggling 
to cope with demand. 

Hosts 

The charity is now looking for new 
hosts to provide a safe place for young¬ 
sters to live. Hosts can come from 
a variety of different backgrounds, 
from single people to married couples 
or families with children who have a 
spare room available. 

Children offered a home have to 
agree to take up education or employ¬ 
ment. Those who take the youngsters 
receive around £100 a week and can 
claim £20 expenses for meals. Train¬ 
ing and support is provided. 

The charity will be running a free 
host preparation course which will 
allow people who are interested to find 
out more about the scheme. 

Kerry Davies, a host in Dudley, said: 
“I was a bit nervous at first about be¬ 
coming a host as I have no children of 
my own and wasn’t sure how well I 
would relate to them. I am now on my 
second long-term placement and I’ve 
loved every minute” 

Email rachael.taylor@ymcabc.org. 
uk or call 0121 524 1974. 


Man in court 
to face child 
sex charges 

A MAN from Rowley Regis will ap¬ 
pear before Wolverhampton Crown 
Court over allegedly having and dis¬ 
tributing indecent images of children 
via his laptop and phone. 

Matthew Harper, aged 23, of Ross 
Height, appeared at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court on Monday. 

He entered no plea to the charges of 
making an indecent photograph/pseu¬ 
do-photograph of a child, distributing 
an indecent image of a child and incit¬ 
ing sexual activity with a girl between 
the age of 13 to 16 in Spain. 

Internet 

The alleged offences were said to 
have occurred between August 2014 
and February 2015. 

Harper was granted conditional 
bail, with several conditions including 
not use library internet services. He 
will appear at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on June 20 for a hearing. 
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Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
^ J ^ made to the most rigorous quality 

standards you will find in the 

---- s industry. 

No other company the 
—. aigi area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
1 1 *§J l f " ■ that’s why we have been in 
|tjjg #■ I business for 

__ _ I I more than A 

gfi “ m - A: 31 years. Supplied & 

^ Fitted ... across 
I t / the Midlands 


YEAR 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


Km 


— No deposits or 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- 4 
installation has 
been completed 


Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
Open Bank Holiday Monday 10am-4pm 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Response 
to tiff sure 
takes some 
bleating 

WE’VE all been there. Thomas Thwait- 
es was feeling a bit down in the dumps, 
his job wasn’t going as well as he would 
have liked, and he’d had a tiff with his 
girlfriend. So he did what any of us would 
have done. He decided to become a 
goat, I kid you not. 

First of all, he had some prosthetic 
hooves fitted, and started walking around 
on all fours. Then he put on a rather 
strange white hat, which made him look 
like a Star Wars character. Or one of 
those bolshie cyclists who go through red 
traffic lights. 

But the 34-year-old didn’t have it all 
his own way. He asked a neuroscientist 
if he could shut down part of his brain, to 
make him think like a goat, but for some 
reason the technology hasn’t been per¬ 
fected yet. 

They couldn’t alter his digestive system 
so he could live on raw grass, either, so 
he had to take a pressure cooker along 
with him. Which didn’t go down terribly 
well in the goat community. 

Anyway, he spent six days living on 
the Alps, hobbling around on all fours 
and sleeping in a barn. He’s also written 
a book about it, which you’re no doubt 
itching to read. 

He also reckons he made a goat friend, 
although they all left him behind when 
they decided to migrate. 

National Union of Mountain Goats 
spokesman Goatee McGoatface was un¬ 
impressed. 

He said: “He looked nothing like a 
goat, we just thought he was a strange 
man having an early mid-life crisis. We 
would have been more impressed if he 
had bought a Harley Davidson.” 

By the way, the Wellcome Trust medi¬ 
cal charity gave him £29,000 for his work. 
You’re telling me that is not value for 
money? 


□ □□ 

FILMING has reportedly been taking 
place around Birmingham for a sequel to 
action movie Kingsman: The Secret Ser¬ 
vice, which starred Colin Firth as a dap¬ 
per security chief. 

Having had high hopes for the film, 
which I thought would be a stylish witty 
movie along the lines of The Avengers, 
I have to say it was one of the daftest 
things I had seen. 

But still, it is good to see the West Mid¬ 
lands getting a bit of exposure on the big 
screen, although it’s a shame they didn’t 
choose the Black Country instead. 

Gunfights on the big wheel in Dudley, 
speedboat chases on the cut in Bilston, 
what’s not to like? 

What’s more, I’m sure they could rustle 
up some shenanigans at the West Brom 
Casino. 

These movie types have got no imagi¬ 
nation, that’s the trouble. That’s why they 
always make sequels. 




Local historian David Robbie at the exhibition launch 



Tolkien celebration 
starts year-long tour 



JRR Tolkien’s Staffordshire Map by Hannah Reynolds JRR Tolkien during the Great War 


‘JRR Tolkien - Soldier and 
Myth Maker’ tour dates 

2016 

CANNOCK LIBRARY - Tuesday 26 
April to Wednesday, June 1. 

RUGELEY LIBRARY - Friday, June 
3 to Saturday, July 2. 

GREAT HAYWOOD Memorial Hall - 
Tuesday, July 5 to Sunday, July 10. 

CODSALL LIBRARY - Tuesday, 
July 12 to Monday, August 22. 

PENKRIDGE LIBRARY - Wednes¬ 
day, August 24 to Saturday, Octo¬ 
ber 22. 

SHIRE HALL GALLERY - Tuesday, 
October 25 to Wednesday, Novem¬ 
ber 16. 

LICHFIELD Library - Friday, No¬ 
vember 18 to Saturday, January 8, 
2017. 

2017 

STAFFORD LIBRARY / SP1 foyer 
- Tuesday, January 10 to Monday, 
February 27. 


AN exhibition celebrating the au¬ 
thor of The Lord of the Rings’ links 
with Staffordshire has begun a 
year-long tour of the region. 

This fascinating insight into the ear¬ 
ly years of one of the world’s best-loved 
writers, and his time spent in Stafford¬ 
shire, has already been seen by almost 
4,000 visitors during its stay at the Mu¬ 
seum of Cannock Chase. 

‘JRR Tolkien - Soldier and Myth Maker: 
JRR Tolkien in Staffordshire 1915-1918’, or¬ 
ganised by The Haywood Society, supported 
by Staffordshire County Council’s libraries 
and arts service and the Museum of Cannock 
Chase, and funded by The Heritage Lottery 
Fund, is at Cannock Library throughout May. 

Libraries chief Councillor Ben Adams said 
it is clear that Staffordshire had a profound 


effect on the writer’s formative years, and that 
the county is right to feel proud of those links 
when his worldwide appeal is probably at its 
highest. 

“The Tolkien in Staffordshire story is one 
of war, comradeship, creativity, love and loss, 
and this exhibition offers visitors a rare chance 
to learn more about the author’s stay in Staf¬ 
fordshire and what it was like to be a soldier 
in the Great War,” Councillor Adams added. 

Genuine 

Highlights of the exhibition include rare 
photos and original sketches of domestic 
scenes and landscapes by Tolkien, not seen in 
Staffordshire since they left with the author in 
1918, specially loaned by The Tolkien Estate 
and Bodleian Library. 

One visitor said: “This is a fantastic intro¬ 
duction to how local history can be related to 


national figures and bring a greater in-depth 
understanding to local history, in a unique and 
genuine way.” 

Another visitor said: “Go and see it, most 
interesting. Another gem of wisdom learned.” 

Arriving in Staffordshire on August 17, 
1915, JRR Tolkien would begin a connection 
with Staffordshire that would span the re¬ 
maining years of the Great War and provide 
inspiration for the mythology and geography 
of what we now know as Middle-earth. 

The author was stationed first at Whitting¬ 
ton Heath, near Lichfield, next at a musketry 
camp at Newcastle-under-Lyme, then at Ru- 
geley and Brocton Camps on Cannock Chase. 

After seeing action during the infamous Bat¬ 
tle of the Somme in June 1916, Tolkien spent 
a period of convalescence, with his new wife 
Edith, in Great Haywood. 

The Tolkiens later briefly took up residence 


in a cottage at Gipsy Green, Teddesley Park, 
near Penkridge. ‘JRR Tolkien - Soldier and 
Myth Maker: JRR Tolkien in Staffordshire 
1915-1918’ can be visited at Cannock Library, 
during normal opening hours, until Wednes¬ 
day, June 1. 

The exhibition then moves to Rugeley Li¬ 
brary until Saturday, July 2. 

Organised 

Events have been organised to accompany 
the exhibition, include a Tolkien talk by local 
historian and exhibition collaborator David 
Robbie and a family craft workshop with local 
artist Hannah Reynolds, whose work features 
prominently in the exhibition. 

For more information, contact Cannock 
Library, via the Staffordshire County Coun¬ 
cil contact centre, on 0300 111 8000 or email 
cannock.library@staffordshire.gov.uk 



SPRING 


Wooden 

Sheds 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 




FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Y Open 7 Days a Week 

Y Old Buildings Removed 
S Base Laying Service 

Y Asbestos Disposal 

Y Free Quotations 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Sale prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 
7ft x 5ft £269 
8ft x 6ft £299 


Sale prices from 

Single Garage O-iOQQ 
16ft x 8ft 1 05757 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£2799 


Sale prices from 

7ft x 5ft £575 
8ft x 6ft £685 
8ft x 8ft £745 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Y Huge Range /Made To Measure Service Y Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 














































Expansion of EU membership and increasing 
immigration are killing our country’s services 


IT seems a majority of people 
are still undecided on which 
way to vote in our referendum 
next month. 

I follow politics in all the media and 
I am certain of which vote will be bet¬ 
ter for our country and personal future 
prosperity. 

Unfortunately, most people do not 
watch the news programmes or read 
the the political columns in the news¬ 
papers. 

The truth is, we are all being shack¬ 


led by hundreds of new laws and petty 
fogging regulations pouring from the 
unelected so-called government in 
Brussels. On top of these are diktats 
which our government says we are 
forced to comply with. 

The expansion of EU membership 
and increasing immigration are kill¬ 
ing our country’s services. The NHS, 
housing provision and all social care 
are being destroyed by the pressures 
of overloading. And now a European 
Army is being planned. 

It is obvious to me that our only sal¬ 


vation is to get out of this failed EU 
project and start to enjoy the prosper¬ 
ity once again of making our own way 
in the world. 

The British Isles have been success¬ 
ful, both in times of Empire and Com¬ 
monwealth and could be again. 

Let the Midlands lead the way and 
VOTE OUT for the sake of the young 
couples, their children and grandchil¬ 
dren and generations to come. 

ERIC CASEY 
Kinsgwinford 


Elderly are LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

being left in 1 
dire straits 


POST 


SO now our hard pressed 
hospitals are forced into 
another impossible situa¬ 
tion, vulnerable and infirm 
patients are now having to 
be evicted from their hos¬ 
pital beds, sometimes late 
at night in order to free up 
space for others. 

There is little provision 
in local authority accommo¬ 
dation for these often older 
people who in many cases 
can no longer manage on 
their own. 

Yes, we should have 
known that we would need 
to offer more facilities both 
for our older people who 
have struggled through so 
much, and also the current 
baby boomers. But how can 
we plan for an unknown 
number of European Union 
migrants, 800,000 in the 
last year, all entitled to re¬ 
ceive care from our National 
Health Service? 

Is anyone still in any 
doubt as to which way to 
vote? As I see it we have no 
choice. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 
Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Do not take local 
newspapers for 
granted, says MEP 

LOCAL newspapers are taken for granted by many readers 
- but they should never be under-valued, particularly as 
sadly many are under threat and many others have van¬ 
ished forever. 

This is Local Newspaper Week and it is only right that 
the fantastic role they play in community life should be 
highlighted. 

Life gets ever harder for newspapers, particularly the 
weeklies, with decreased staffing levels and local author¬ 
ities, hospital trusts and emergency services employing 
press officers to try to ensure only good news is revealed. 

With local authorities using a cabinet system the so 
called transparency they preach can be anything but. 

However, determined journalists always seek after the 
truth on behalf of the communities they serve and that 
should never be forgotten. 

J CARVER 

West Midlands UKIP MEP 


Not happy 
with new 
Yeltz strip 

THE heritage and tradition 
of the Halesowen Town 
Football Club badge has 
been decimated from being 
‘class’ to ‘crass’. 

There is no indication it is 
a football club badge as FC 
is not printed on it. It could 
be a rugby, cricket or what¬ 
ever club that it represents. 

The drawing of St John’s 
Church, which is symbolic 
with Halesowen Town, is a 
total disgrace and detrimen¬ 
tal to the historic church. 

Over the years that the 
instantly recognisable badge 
of HTFC has appeared on 
shirts, scarves and other 
products, there has never 
been a problem. Surely with 
the advanced technology 
involved for today’s media, 
these two traditional sym¬ 
bols are not a problem. 

Who authorised this 
change of badge with no 
regard for the supporters 
voice? Yes, things do have 
to move on, but this badge 
change is definitely NOT for 
the better. 

R HOPKINS 

Halesowen 



Dianna Kitchens and Bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE 

KITCHENS I BEDROOMS I OFFICE FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

EVERYTHING MADE TO ORDER AT TRADE PRICES 

CALL AND DISCUSS YOUR DESIGNS WITH NO OBLIGATION 


SUPPLY OR FITTING AVAILABLE I ALL AT TRADE PRICES I TOP QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 


0 


TOP QUALITY AT TRADE PRICES 

0121 501 3555 

Unit 10 Belfont Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62 8DR 
www.diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 
info@diannakitchens-bedrooms.co.uk 
Open To The Public 6 Days A Week Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 10 am-2 pm 


p ^lMARD MNNI Mq 

Halesowen 

fymophobic 

_ ^ THE 30MINUTE workout_ 

inch & WEIGHT 


Changing the shape of 

HALESOWEN 

• Ladies only 

• VIP attention 

• 30 minute 

• No waiting 

sessions 

• No age limit 

• Fast results 

• No mirrors 

• No fitness 

• Membership 

required 

from £1 a day 


www.gymophobics.co.uk/halesowen 


GET READY 
FOR SUMMER! 


Lose weight and inches 
in all the right places 
with Gymophobics 
unique Resisted Tension 
system that has helped 
more than 200,000 
women throughout 
the UK. 


You will love the beautiful 
feminine surroundings, 
the friendly, welcoming staff and 
the VIP attention. You will love 
how the 'air' machines take the 
work out of the workouts and 
take just 30 minutes per visit. 

Best of all, you will love 
the fast results! 




Christine Lewis 
Lost 3 Dress Sizes 



51 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN B63 3BG 
0121-448 1743 
LADIESONLY 
www.Gymophobics.co.uk 
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Pioneering women who led the 
way for female slant to politics 


MEMORY LANE 


By Richard Guttridge 


THE 1918 general election 
was a groundbreaking vote as 
women went to the polls for 
the first time. 

And while the battles of the suf¬ 
fragettes to secure the vote for 
women went down in history, less 
is known about the first women 
who stood for election. 

- — - Of the 17 women 

who contested the 
election, three 
were from the 
Black Country 
and Birmingham - 
meaning the West 
Midlands provided 
more female can- 
H didates than any- 
I where else in the 

111 UK - 

Daunting 

It was a proud 
moment for Mary 
McArthur, Mar- 


Former MEP 
David Hallam, of 
Smethwick 
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Part of a poster for Christabel Pankhurst’s campaign 


Mary MacArthur sets out her stall 


Family-orientated - Margery Corbett Ashby 


gery Corbett Ashby and Christobel 
Pankhurst - daughter of suffragette 
leader Emmeline - but surely a slightly 
daunting one too as they entered into 
a political scene which had previously 
been a men-only club. 

Their stories have been retold almost 
100 years on from that historic election 
by David Hallam, a former MEP from 
Smethwick, who carried out research 
as part of his Masters of Arts course at 
Birmingham University. 

While the three women were at the 
forefront of early 20th century girl 


power, the unity ended there as they 
stood for different parties. 

Mary MacArthur contested the 
Stourbridge seat, which also included 
Oldbury, Halesowen and Warley 
Woods, for Labour. 

Christobel Pankhurst stood in 
Smethwick as a Women’s Party Coa¬ 
lition Candidate. 

Margery Corbett Ashby had the 
toughest task as she took on the might 
of the Unionist electoral machine in 
Birmingham Ladywood facing Neville 


Chamberlain, who would later become 
Prime Minister. 

Just getting on the ballot paper was 
a victory in itself but it soon became 
clear their path towards the House 
of Commons would be anything but 
straightforward. 

And it wasn’t to be as all three 
women were defeated. Of the 17 
women who stood across the UK, just 
one was elected and that was in Dublin 
which was at that time still part of the 
union. 


“All three women were in their 30s 
whilst their well entrenched male op¬ 
ponents were much older, in their 40s 
or 50s.” Mr Hallam said. 


Opponents 


“All three were disappointed with 
the outcome. Both MacArthur and 
Pankhurst were tipped to win by local 
and national pundits.” 

Mary MacArthur in particular was 
given a rough ride by opposition can¬ 
didates. 


Mr Hallam said: “She was subject 
to some really sexist abuse from her 
opponents. 

“Of course, no-one thought of hav¬ 
ing female MPs. The press also made a 
big fuss about it so there was a novelty 
value. 

“But it was an unusual election. 

“Most of the troops were away on 
active service. 

“In a town like Smethwick around 
a quarter of the men would have been 
away.” 


Only one of the defeated candidates 
from the West Midlands would stand 
again as their lives took very different 
paths. 

MacArthur died soon afterwards, 
Pankhurst withdrew from politics al¬ 
together to concentrate on promoting 
her religious beliefs. 

Corbett Ashby, meanwhile, battled 
on, contesting another six elections. 

But her dream to stand as an MP 
would never be realised as she was un¬ 
successful on each occasion. 

But while the three women would 
never take their seats in Parliament, 
they were the inspiration for those 
who followed. 

Mr Hallam said: “It was something 
of an inauspicious start but it was an 
historic moment.” 

President 

Today, there are seven female MPs 
in the Black Country and Birming¬ 
ham. 

And looking further afield the 
United States could have its first 
female president later this year in 
Hillary Clinton. 

But it was a journey that was far 
from easy. 

Mr Hallam said: “Women achieved 
the vote and the right to stand for 
Parliament in 1918 and yet for nearly 
70 years afterwards never held more 
than five per cent, averaging about 25 
of the 600 or so seats in the House of 
Commons. 

“Even today there are only 148 fe¬ 
male MPs. 

“My study of those first three 
women throws some light on the re¬ 
sistance women met, and still meet, 
when putting themselves forward for 
election.” 



ADVERTISEMENT 


Struggling with unstable dentures and looking for a possible solution that does 
not involve surgery or fixatives? Denture Clinic Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT 
RCS(Eng) GDC 108353, who heads the team at his multi-disciplined practice in 
Dudley, takes a look at the increasingly popular Ultra Suction Dentures solution. 



T HERE are around 11 million denture 
wearers in the UK and it’s not just the 
elderly who require them. 

Surprisingly, nearly a million people aged 
16 to 44 have false teeth. 

There will be many different reasons 
for adult tooth loss - the most prevailing 
being dental disease - but wearers will all 
likely have at some stage another common 
problem: Stabilisation - particularly lower 
dentures that randomly move about and are 
hugely unpredictable. 

If not addressed, displacement becomes 
progressively worse and as the denture rises 
from the gum, food particles are trapped 
beneath and sore spots quickly develop. 

Secure 

Despite bucketfuls of fixative, in the words 
of one patient, “the dentures appear to take 
on a life of their own” and sufferers can’t eat 
what they want, when they want. 

It’s an all-too-familiar, daily story in any 
clinic. 

Particularly for those without any teeth, 
gum profiles change through the passing 
of time and so does the denture fit as initial 
harmonious matches between gums and 
prosthetics are slowly compromised with 
bone and gum erosion. 

Lifting, twisting and general movement 
of dentures is a sure indicator that a new 


m 


£ 


Denture Clinic Principal 
Steven Burchell 
with dental nurse 
Lydia Tranter 



So how do they work? A small diaphragm 
seals off a one-way valve under bite pressure, 
creating a ‘sucking’ vacuum between the 
denture and gums. The result is a better fit 
to the soft tissues and improved resistance 
to any dislodging forces created by eating 
and speaking. The device can be mounted in 
upper or lower dentures. 

Everyone with a denture should feel relaxed 
wearing them - there is absolutely no need to 
put up with ill-fitting and poorly functioning 
prosthetics that erode self-esteem and 
confidence. What’s more, all dentures should 
look stunning. 

The term ‘facelift dentures’ is banded 
around and it’s spurious. Dentures can, 
however, replace the natural supporting 
structures of faces and pinched lips and 
sunken cheeks are able to take on a new, 
younger looking profile. 


.-Aw/, 

A tighter fit for dentures and no fixative? 


prescription is required. False teeth are one 
of the most hard-working parts of the body, 
so it’s vital the dentures have an exacting fit 
and are not prone to move. 

What every denture wearer seeks are 
secure, comfortable teeth that don’t 
embarrass while laughing, eating, talking and 
coughing - dentures that allow them to live 


spontaneously and enhance looks. 

The dentists’ favoured choice for 
stabilisation correction is implants. But not 
everyone is a suitable candidate and neither 
are they a first preference of all patients. 

Enter the non-invasive Ultra Suction 
Dentures solution that hit the UK market from 
New Zealand some four years ago. 


Again not suitable for everyone, 
but for those with the right kind of 
gum contours, a great option to add 
another level of ‘stickability’. 

Secure, comfortable and natural¬ 
looking, Ultra Suction Solution 
dentures attract the biggest number 
of inquiries at the Denture Clinic. 



The diaphragm device that creates the stabilising suction is 
inserted into either side of the denture 


4 Suction, dentures, j Complete dentures Partial denturesj . G£g|3y dentures, ^ Implant-retainedi dentures, , Repairs service, ^ Relines > Softi linings^ 


For appointments at all clinics call 5 North Street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 




Offroad Wheelchair 

Parking Friendly 


f *| Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
”— Comberton Dental Surgery 

Find us on 

facebook 29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 


Denture 

•Clinic 
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Neighbours tried to save 
woman from house blaze 



The scene of the fatal fire in Spring 

NEIGHBOURS have spoken 
of their horror after a wom¬ 
an died when a blaze ripped 
through a house in Nether- 
ton. 

Neighbours tried to save the 
67-year-old, named locally as Gillian 
Howard. Police have launched an in¬ 
vestigation into her death at the house 
in Spring Road and thanked residents 
for their ‘valiant’ attempts to come to 
her aid. 

Mrs Howard’s daughter Nicki was 
taken to hospital after the fire on 
Thursday, which left the semi-de- 


Road, Netherton Picture cou 

tached property a charred wreck. The 
pensioner’s body was found in the 
front lounge of the house after a fire 
tore through the building. Mrs How¬ 
ard was confirmed dead at the scene. 

Miss Howard, aged 36, was taken 
to Dudley’s Russells Hall hospital 
and treated for smoke inhalation and 
shock. 

Police have appealed for witnesses 
to the blaze to come forward. 

Neighbour Jackie Tanner, 47, heard 
screams on Thursday morning and 
rushed outside in her dressing gown 
to try to help. 

Doctor’s receptionist Mrs Tanner, a 


tesy of West Midlands Fire Service 

mother of one, said: “I heard a woman 
screaming that her mum was in the 
house which was on fire. 

“I could see her on the floor in the 
living room. I opened the door and she 
was lying there. I had to crawl because 
the smoke and heat was that bad. 
Then the curtains came down and the 
next thing I know I just got blown out 
of the house somehow. 

“I’m so sorry that she died. It’s ter¬ 
rible.” 

A second woman was treated for 
smoke inhalation. A third woman, 
believed to be a neighbour, was unin¬ 
jured. 
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'A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW. HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 





All work carries a full 
insurance backed 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

Only 


Including 

fitting! 


" - 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

/K^YoYoYo) 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


Including 

fitting! 


m&wMlBeatrANYlGenuine'Wntten Quote 


QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE 


WPMING 




It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

No payment until completion 

Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

Visit our showroom 
Deal direct with the owner 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


It [XK& to be 


SURY WINDOWS Ltd ^ Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA trade 
QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 | WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

^CAMDEN 


r>r\ rt~\ on on 
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WHERE TRADITIONAL ELEGANCE 
MEETS MODERN TECHNOLOGY- 


~ Offer available 
1 Open Bank Hd 


r me ows 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we 

can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


For more information call us now on 


Ml 


bo 


□ 


FENSA 


or visit our website at 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 
Open tank Holiday Monday 10am-4pm 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 
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Rep remembers much-missed pair 



The cast of Private Lives together with friends and relatives of Doreen Bastable and Paul Spilsbury. Back row, 
from left, John Tyler, Janet Grant, Emma Francis, Helen Spragg, Garry Cooper, Chris Stanton, Karen Walker, Rob¬ 
ert Spilsbury, Guy Radforth (director). Front row - Alan Bastable, Rosemary Tyler, Margaret and Mark Spilsbury 


OLDBURY Rep’s 500th main house had been a member since the late 70’s Thirty Nine Steps based on Alfred 
production, Noel Coward’s classic and played an active role in so many Hitchcock’s 1935 film version of the 
comedy Private Lives, ended its run, productions both on stage, as a fine gripping spy drama written by John 
after it was dedicated to tow of its actor, and also assisting and costum- Buchan, with four actors playing all 
most long-standing members who ing plays where he was a an excep- the roles, from July 9-16. 
passed away recently. tional talent. We shall miss them both The rep , g film seagon continues with 

Many performances sold out and very much. Meryl Streep in Suffragette, tomor- 

there was high critical praise from Members and friends of both Do- r0W) Friday; Tom Courtney and Char- 
audiences. The play was dedicated to reen’s and Paul’s family were invited i 0 tte Rampling in 45 Years on June 
past chairman, Doreen Bastable, who to the final performance of the play 10; and Dads Army will be screened 
died in November 2015 and gave 73 and after the show met the cast and di- on'June 24. Alan added: “This prom- 
years of service to Oldbury Rep along rectors and presented chairman, Chris i S es to be one of our most successful 
with Paul Spilsbury, whose sudden Smith, with donations amounting to seasons, and Oldbury Rep would like 
death in March was a shock to every- over £1,000 made in their memory. to thank audiences for their continued 
one who knew him. The troupe’s season finale is Pat- support of its productions and film 

Press officer Alan Wood said: “He rick Barlow’s stage adaptation of The shows.” 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 
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EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 


f £\U 

>-u 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


II 


r VM FREE 
in 

Qualifying 
V. Cases 


J 

39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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« Tyres • Batteries 

• Exhausts • Air-con 

• Brakes • Wheel Alignment 

• Alloy Wheels • MOT’s & Servicing 


/&■ 

mm / it 


. NOW OPEN IN 


Halesowen 

t _ 

T i.TZ Tjttm ft 

LTC Tyres & Exhausts 

Centre Court, Vine Lane 

m . tttOotMk! » 

H R«1 

Halesowen, B63 3EB 


00121 550 6084 

| \ 


Premium Economy Car Tyres Branded Specials 


175/65 14 £27.00 205/50 17 £36.00 
175/65 15 £32.00 205/40 17 £33.00 
185/6515 £30.00 225/50 17 £39.00 
185/55 15 £30.00 225/45 17 £37 00 
195/65 15 £30.00 235/45 17 £38.00 
195/5516 £33.00 225/45 18 £39.00 
195/50 15 £32.00 225/40 18 £38.00 
205/55 16 £29.00 235/40 18 £42.00 
215/55 16 £35.00 245/45 18 £42.00 


195/65 15 H £37.95 1 

f i J Rain F«|mh 

205/55 16 V £49.50 

voomim Yokohama AO02 

225/40 18 Y £63.00 
-r .u'l-. Unroyal RS3 


\ir-con 

Re-Gas 


Servicing 


Master Service 
From Just £90 

Short Service 
From Just £49 


WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

Latest Hunter Wheel 
Alignment Technology 


» on e tUitf um* »y*e pnoto -iiy c 
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Neigh bother - stray horses 
reined in across Black Country 


THEY’VE trampled over gardens and given many a driver a 
shock after wandering out into the road. But it seems that 
after years of stray horses causing a nuisance in the Black 
Country, they are finally being reined in. 

Councils report a significant drop in numbers across the area with 
fewer reports of the animals roaming in Sandwell and Dudley. 

The number collected from streets and open spaces has fallen by 32 per cent 
- overall compared with the previous 


Students put 
the focus on 
tourism skills 

A GROUP of travel and tourism stu¬ 
dents from Halesowen College have 
showed off their creative and enter¬ 
tainment skills during a special show¬ 
case. 

They were put into two groups to 
plan, prepare and deliver an enter¬ 
tainment activity to an audience as 
part of their studies. 

One of the shows included scenes 
from various travel industries, in¬ 
cluding travel agents and holiday rep¬ 
resentatives with a group of friends 
booking their first ever holiday 
abroad. 

The other show was based on fa¬ 
mous television shows including top 
soap EastEnders and quiz show Mr 
& Mrs. 

Both groups raised a combined total 
of about £445 for Macmillan, Help for 
Heroes and 4Louis from ticket sales, a 
raffle and refreshments. 

The events were held at Earls High 
School in Halesowen. 


year and more than 60 per cent com¬ 
pared with 2013. 

Numbers have fallen from an aver¬ 
age of around 200 a year in 2013 to 74 
in 2015/16 with the majority of ani¬ 
mals later rehomed. 

New laws were introduced last year 
making it easier for councils and the 
RSPCA to take action against owners 
who abandon their animals. 

In Sandwell there were 29 horses 
rounded up from streets in 2015/16 - 
down from 47 during the previous 12 
months. 

Education 

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration and invest¬ 
ment, said: “There is a drop in the 
numbers which we believe is down to 
better education of horse owners since 
the new act came into force. 

“Owners must know that illegal¬ 
ly-tethered horses on council-owned 
land will not be tolerated.” 

In Dudley a total of 45 horses were 
found roaming roads and grass areas 
during 2015/16 - down from 51 in 
2014/15. 

More than 600 were collected from 
the two boroughs between 2011 and 
2014. 

Areas plagued by stray horses in re¬ 
cent years have included Fens Pool na¬ 
ture reserve and land around Russells 
Hall, near to the hospital. 


Mayor’s last duty is a piece of cake 



Steve and (right) Jayne Waltho, Debbie Barrett, Denise Hudson, Janet Hutchinson 


IN his last official duty as the Mayor 
of Dudley, Councillor Steve Waltho cut 
a celebratory cake. 

The borough’s outgoing civic leader 
helped White House Cancer Support 
mark the 10th anniversary of its re¬ 
construction group at their base in 
Ednam Road. The original group was 
founded in 1984 by cancer patient 
Elizabeth Harris. 

The off-shoot was launched a decade 
ago after a chance meeting in a super¬ 
market by breast cancer patients Den¬ 
ise Hudson and Debbie Barratt. 

“They had both had reconstruction 
surgery and felt that women could 
benefit from a group specifically to 
support others considering surgery,” 
said Pam Cartwright, the group’s in¬ 
formation officer. 

The group has since helped dozens 
of women through breast cancer and 
subsequent surgery. 

Guidance 

Pam said: “It can be quite a daunt¬ 
ing process and many women find it 
very useful to be talked through what 
it entails. 

“They can get information and guid¬ 
ance and find out actually how it feels, 
what emotions they go through as well 
as the surgery itself. 

“They also find out about what ser¬ 
vices we can provide, such as various 
complementary therapies and group 
support. 

“There’s a lot of laughter at the 
meetings, it’s a very happy group.” 

For further details contact (01384) 
231232. 


Steelworkers 
on the march 
to save jobs 

TWO dozen Black Country Tata 
workers joined hundreds of their 
colleagues for a march through cen¬ 
tral London yesterday (Wednesday) 
to keep pressure on the Government 
and the Indian steel giant to save 
thousands of threatened UK jobs. 

The marchers were urging the Gov¬ 
ernment to ensure a ‘responsible’ sale 
of Tata Steel’s UK business and also 
calling for an industrial strategy to 
support the whole British steel indus¬ 
try in the future. 

The march came the same day 
as Tata’s board of directors meet in 
Mumbai to discuss the seven bids sub¬ 
mitted on Monday to buy the compa¬ 
ny’s British business. 

Indian-owned Tata revealed earlier 
this year it was looking to sell or close 
its loss-making UK arm, which em¬ 
ploys 11,000 including around 750 in 
the Black Country. 

Tata steel workers in Wednesfield, 
Wednesbury, Walsall and Brierley 
Hill have travelled by coach to join 
other workers from across the UK at 
the march, organised by unions Com¬ 
munity, GMB and Unite. 

Community general secretary Roy 
Rickhuss said: “This will bring steel¬ 
workers to London delivering a clear 
message to Government: save our 
jobs, support our communities and 
deliver the fantastic future for British 
steelmaking we know it can have.” 

Get ready for festive 
Madness in city centre 

BRITISH pop legends Madness will 
be playing a pre-Christmas concert at 
Birmingham’s Barclaycard Arena. 

The band, releasing a new album 
Can’t Touch Us Now in October, go 
on an 11-date tour in December, in¬ 
cluding the Birmingham city centre 
venue on Saturday, December 17. 

Tickets for the Barclaycard Arena 
concert go on sale tomorrow (Friday) 
at 9am via www.gigsandtours.com or 
www.ticketmaster.co.uk. 


BANK HOLIDAY 

TOTAL CLEAR OUT 

SOFAS - ALL SORTS 

Italian Leather Suites each 

Soft Cover Traditional Suites to 

3 Str, 2 Str Recliner Sets 

Plenty of oddment sofas, chairs etc. 
Don’t Miss Out - Something for Everyone 

TRADE FURNITURE 

UNIT 12 PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY. DY2 OQU 
TEL: 01384 484077 I OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 10-3PM 
ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS 



^/♦dudley 

STORE 

HURST LANE 

n 

| PEDMORE RD. 



AtoZ ref 94 3C * 


• 

MERRY 

HILL 



CENTRE 


Pictures for illustration purposes only 


SPRING GIVEAWAY 

Ends 31st May 2016 DOUBLE SAVINGS!!! 

COVERING THE WHOLE OF THE WEST MIDLANDS 

SUPALITE are offering 

20% OFF 

Too mri ? in summer? 

Too SHU) in winter? 

Replace your 
« n istina i . with 


System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 


HIGH SPEC WINDOWS & 
CONSERVATORIES 

are offering you the chance to 

WIN A 

COMPOSITE DOOR 

All you have to do is answer the question below: 

WHAT IS USED TO INSULATE 
A COMPOSITE DOOR? 

See below panel on how to enter, the rules & t&c's 




• Choice of tiles and colours 

► Save energy, conserve heat 

* Fitting Teams available 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm 
Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


is((@ 2 2 2 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 


HIGHSPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 




0121 552 9777 
0800 0075 312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk 

hispec-sales@outlook.com 

‘Terms & Conditions Apply 


0121 552 0100 
0800 0075 313 

www.supalitemidlands.com 

sales@supalitemidlands.com 


Send your entries by post or email to High Spec windows & Conservatories, Bakshish House,Rood End Road, B68 8SF or Email hispec-sales@outlook.com 

Answer to question.Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name.Surname. 

Address.Postcode.Tel No.Email:. 


have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature. 

Rules: Closing date is 31st May 2016, one entry per household, entrants must be 1 8 or over, there will be no cash alternative to the prize, only one composite door to be won, picture is for illustration purposes only the \j 
door you win will be Chosen from a traditional composite doors worth up to £700.00 including Supply and installation. Standard Colour Options • Standard Multipoint locking system and standard handle and letterbox. | 


















































Hero coach driver rescued 
pupils from burning bus 


“HE is a true hero and I would like 
to thank him sincerely,” says Black 
Country headteacher Liz Hart after 
a coach driver rescued her pupils 
from a blazing bus. 

A total of 59 children and seven 
staff from Brandhall Primary School 
in Oldbury were on board the double 
decker coach when the flames took 
hold as they travelled along the M6. 

They were taken to safety by the 
driver of an empty coach who pulled 
over after seeing the fire. 

Miss Hart hailed the driver, Paul 
Bingham, as a ‘true hero’. 

She said: “Looking at the pictures 
it is really just horrific. I would like 
to give a big shout out to Paul. He 
was driving his coach, which was 
empty, back to Wigan. He pulled 
over and stopped and made sure all 
our pupils were safe. 

“He kept them at the side of the 


motorway and stayed with them 
until the emergency services had 
taken control of the situation and 
then took our pupils and staff to the 
Motorcycle Museum at Coventry 
where they met with a replacement 
bus.” ” 

The year five pupils had been re¬ 
turning from a school trip to The 
National Space Centre in Leicester 
when the bus broke down near junc¬ 
tion 3A for the M6 Toll at around 
3.40pm on Monday. 

Thirteen children and the driver 
were treated at the scene for smoke 
inhalation, while four 10-year-old 
girls went to Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital but have since been allowed 
home. 

The bus was destroyed by the 
fierce blaze. The incident triggered 
major delays on the M6. 



The coach carrying primary school children from Oldbury caught fire while travelling on the M6 


Euro cops join blitz 
on foreign criminals 

MORE than 100 vehicles have been seized in the West 
Midlands and 39 people arrested in the first few days of 
a crackdown on crime involving foreign officers. 

West Midlands Police have been working with police 
officers from Romania, Lithuania and Holland as part 
of Operation Trivium, which targets foreign national of¬ 
fenders in the UK. 

The arrests include a 44-year-old Polish man, who 
was picked up at an address in Lozells and a 62-year-old 
Czech man who was stopped on Wednesday in a vehi¬ 
cle on the M5. They are wanted for fraud and burglary 
charges, respectively, in their home countries. The men 
were detained under European Arrest warrants and will 
now be deported. 

Three Romanian men were arrested southbound on 
the M5 on suspicion of stealing TVs and wine from a 
Co-Op store in Staffordshire. 

The week-long operation sees officers able to carry out 
swift intelligence checks on police systems across Europe 
and provide police patrols in the UK with background 
information on any foreign suspects they encounter. 


Inspectors 
tell school 
to improve 
more quickly 


A DUDLEY secondary school has been told 
its rate of improvement is ‘too slow’ follow¬ 
ing a monitoring visit from Ofsted. 

Senior leaders and governors at Holly Hall Acad¬ 
emy were said to be ‘not taking effective action’ to 
tackle areas highlighted for improvement identified 
in the school’s previous inspection in May 2015. 

On that occasion the academy was given a grade three 
rating overall, with all four key areas of leadership and 
management, pupil behaviour and safety, quality of teach¬ 
ing and achievement said to require improvement. 


Following a monitoring 
visit on April 22, inspectors 
concluded that the rate of 
improvement - especially in 
the quality of teaching - had 
been ‘too slow’. 

The report said this was 
down to ‘leaders and gover¬ 
nors focusing their energies 
on addressing the school’s 
financial and staffing is¬ 
sues’. 

Challenges 

It said that Holly Hall was 
a school facing ‘significant 
financial challenges’ and 
‘legacy issues of staffing and 
leadership structures’ and 
called for training in areas 
where it was most needed. 

However, the report notes 
that the pace of improve¬ 
ment has increased since 
the arrival of new principal 
Rob Hatch last September. 

It says pupils now re¬ 
ceive better feedback, while 
teaching in science was im¬ 
proving due to ‘good subject 
leadership’. 

Inspector Alun Williams 
wrote: “The principal, sup¬ 
ported by an increasingly 
effective senior leadership 
team, has brought a clear 
vision and a determination 
to improve Holly Hall. 

“Senior leaders have an 
accurate understanding of 


By Peter Madeley 


the school’s strengths and 
weaknesses and have drawn 
up detailed and comprehen¬ 
sive improvement plans. 

“However, it is too early 
for many of the actions con¬ 
tained in the plans to have 
yielded improvement.” 

The report said that 
pupils’ behaviour was im¬ 
proving, with ‘clear new 
systems’ resulting in ‘fewer 
fixed term exclusions and 
internal isolations’. 

“Leaders are aware that 
more work is needed to 
eradicate disruption of les¬ 
sons caused by the poor 
behaviour of a minority of 
pupils,” it stated. 

Attendance at the acad¬ 
emy was said to now be close 
to the national average. 

“Leaders know that 
further improving the at¬ 
tendance of disadvantaged 
pupils is a priority,” the re¬ 
port added. 

Mr Hatch said the re¬ 
port was a ‘fair reflection’ 
of work undertaken at the 
academy. 

He added: “Holly Hall is 
very ambitious to reach the 
status of ‘Good’ by the next 
inspection.” 


OCD forum is being 
held by health trust 


OBSESSIVE Compulsive Disorder is the topic of a men¬ 
tal health forum organised by Dudley and Walsall Mental 
Health Partnership NHS Trust next month. 

The event on June 16 will focus on the disorder, com¬ 
monly known as OCD. It takes place from 11am to 2pm at 
Brierley Hill Civic Hall in Bank Street. 

“There are a number of misconceptions about obsessive 
compulsive disorder which is one reason we have decided 
to focus our next forum on the topic”, said Olivia Clymer, 
a non-executive director of the Trust. “The anxiety-based 
condition goes far beyond regular hand washing or check¬ 
ing light switches. It can be so debilitating and disabling 
that the World Health Organisation has ranked OCD in the 
top 10 of the most disabling illnesses of any kind.” 

The event will feature guest speakers and lunch will be 
provided. To book email communication@dwmh.nhs.uk or 
call (01384) 325015. 



Alstons Baker #bardi mvmm Hanjsoa #htl MyER's rauch g| Kkfis © -_- Furniture It 



plus MASSIVE DISCOUNTS available on all special order Hems! g| 


Level Street 


BANK HOLIDAY 

Merry Hill, Dudley 

fWlLLIAM&SONS 

CLEARANCE TIMES: 

Friday 10-5.30pm 

West Midlands 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Saturday 10-6pm 

DY5 1UA 

Sunday ll-5pm 

T. 01384 77444 

All offers are subject to availability. E&OE 

Bank Holiday Mon 10-6pm 
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FAIR 

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE 201b 10AM 4PM 




Son left traumatised by 
knife attack on mother 



Karl Hughes is serving 15 years in Toni Bennett shows the scar on her 
jail after attacking his former partner neck after the vicious knife attack 


‘IT’S heartbreaking’ - the 
words of a mother whose 
five-year-old son has been 
left traumatised after his fa¬ 
ther attacked her with a knife. 

Karl Hughes, of George Close, 
Dudley, was jailed for 15 years last 
week for his brutal attack on Toni 
Bennett, when he slashed her 
knife with an eight-inch blade. 

Miss Bennett and 31-year-old 
Hughes had been in a long-term re¬ 
lationship of 14 years and had three 
children together - Jessica, two, Alex¬ 
ander, five, and Josh, 10. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
how Hughes’ drinking and jealousy 
had driven a wedge between the pair 
and they had decided he would move 
out of the family home. 

However, after he had drunk nearly 
a bottle of vodka on November 21 last 
year he crept in through an unlocked 
window and attacked Miss Bennett 
with a knife, just yards away from 
their children. 

Scars 

She has been left with scars to her 
neck and still has not been able to re¬ 
turn to her job as a nursery nurse. 

Despite the scars, the most devastat¬ 
ing impact for Miss Bennett has been 
the psychological trauma experienced 
by her children, who have had to un¬ 
dergo counselling. 

Miss Bennett, 29, said: “My little 
girl is only two, so she’s oblivious. But 
Alex, who is five, is having nightmares. 

“He screams, cries and shouts out 
‘daddy, stop it’ or ‘daddy, don’t do it’. 
He is dreaming of his dad attacking 
him. 

“It’s heartbreaking for all of us to 
see him that upset and that distressed 
at night. All I can do is cuddle him. 
None of the children should have had 
to see what happened.” 

Miss Bennett said sitting in the 
courtroom was an emotional experi¬ 
ence, but she needed to do it to be able 
to move on with her life. She said: “I 
was shaking when I was in there but 
I had to do it for closure for myself, 


for what he did to me. I wanted to 
look him in the face and show that he 
hasn’t ruined my life.” 

During the sentencing, Hughes’ 
lawyer Mr Simon Hanns mentioned 
his ‘remorse’ and his desire to apolo¬ 
gise. But Miss Bennett said no apology 
could make up for her former part¬ 
ner’s actions. 

“When they said that I just shook 
my head,” she said. “He could say 
sorry a thousand times but I’m not 
going to forgive him for what he 
has done and put our three children 
through. It’s awful. He has to face the 
consequences for his actions.” 

Hughes admitted attempting to 


murder Miss Bennett and possession 
of cannabis. 

Mr Hanns said the behaviour ‘was 
out of character’ for Hughes, who was 
‘genuinely remorseful’. 

Shoulder 

He was jailed for 15 years and three 
months for attempted murder and one 
month for possession of cannabis, to 
run concurrently, and ordered to pay 
£120. 

The court heard Hughes had ‘fro¬ 
zen’ when the pair’s elder son, then 
aged nine, appeared but then shoved 
the knife into Miss Bennett’s shoulder. 


JOHN T. HARRIS 


HOUSE FURNISHERS 
& RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 



Q ftherlwrnt 

C<V r*»c V*D 


Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

•Divan Beds »Bed Frames 

Recliner Chairs •Mattresses 


Ortho 



0121 559 2402 

Blackheath 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm, Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 



BRANDHALL PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSERY 


Tel: 0121 422 5336 to find out more * Brennand Road, Oldbury, B68 OSH 


funded places available 
For all who are eligible 


Brandhall 
Primary School 
provides 
a caring and 
stimulating 
nursery for 2,3 
and 4 year olds. 


Open 


00am 


00pm 


We offer an 
excellent 
education, a 
welcoming 
environment and 
flexibility for all 
our parents. 


Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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HURRY FINAL WEEK! 

DOORS CLOSE BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 6PM 



Coco 4 seater sofa (includes cushions) 
Normal £4499 Special Offer £4929 


King size bedstead 
Normal £699 Special Offer £599 


)/ OFF 
f O PRICE 


AT LEAST 


OFF ALL PRICES 


Wardrobe £674 
Normal £999 
Special Offer £899 


including all special offers 


/ OFF 
b PRICE 


Hurry! This offer is now in its final week. SAVE at least 25% off 
everything in store, and when Cousins say everything, they mean 
absolutely everything throughout the stores including all special offers. 

Doors close Bank Holiday Monday 6pm. 

HQ Parker Knoll Harrison SHALO QFamO. TEMPUR 0 DURESTA GPCOl 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Bank Holiday Monday 10am to 6pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 

Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. Prices in this advert are valid until 05.06.16. 
* See website for further details on our price promise. 



Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


Free parking 
Instore restaurant 
Large stocks 
Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 

30 
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Hitch a ride with 
Catfish and co 



Catfish and the Bottlemen more than live up to the promise of The Balcony 


Colourful show 
not just a dream 



Joe McElderry, who stars as Joseph at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


CATFISH and the Bottle- 
men seem to confirm my 
suspicion that scruffy leath¬ 
er-jacketed youths from un¬ 
fashionable towns make the 
best rock music. 

Second album The Ride, the first 
with Johnny Bond replacing Billy Bibby 
on guitar, sees the Llandudno quartet 
more than live up to the promise of 
their hit debut album The Balcony. 

Frontman Ryan Evan ‘Van’ McCann 
sings ‘I don’t think things through’ on 
swaggering melodic rocker 7 which 
kicks things off for a series of songs 
about drink-fuelled love affairs, broken 
hearts and jealousy. 

Highlights include pounding new sin¬ 
gle Twice with its incendiary guitar, fu¬ 
ture fans’ favourite Heathrow and mon¬ 
ster hit-in-waiting Oxygen (imagine 
Thin Lizzy playing lOCC’s Rubber Bul¬ 
lets, if you’re old enough). Songs about 
teenage (or early 20s) kicks haven’t 
sounded so good in a long time. 

Corinne Bailey Rae returns six 
years on from her grief-stricken album 
The Sea, recorded after her husband’s 
death, and ten years since she had a 
major hit with the bright and breezy Put 
Your Records On. 

New album The Heart Speaks In 
Whispers is a sophisticated set, as 
much influenced by jazz as soul with 
subtle use of electronics. 

In songs such as Tell Me there is a 
sense of optimism, tempered by expe¬ 
rience and a certain wistfulness. High¬ 
lights include the ballad Hey I Won’t 
Break Your Heart, potent opener The 
Skies Will Break and the lithe funky 
Green Aphrodisiac. Her soulful voice 
really shines on the gentle Do You Ever 


Think Of Me, the urbane Horse Print 
Dress, poignant Caramel and jazzy 
closer Night. 

The Yorkshire-born songstress will 
be special guest of Motown legend 
Lionel Richie at Birmingham’s Barclay- 
card Arena on Thursday, July 7. 

Former lead singer of Sheffield band 
The Long Blondes, Kate Jackson, is 
back with a solo album, British Road 
Movies. The artist, singer and song¬ 
writer has found a perfect collaborator 
in former Suede guitarist Bernard But¬ 
ler, who has helped create the musical 
moods and guitar licks to complement 
her hit-the-road lust for life. 

Highlights include the Go-Gos meet 
a-Ha synth-driven 80s feel of The End 
of Reason, escapist anthem Won¬ 
der Feeling and the reverb drenched 
60s-flavoured Lie to Me. 

Guitarist Butler also features on Fe¬ 
ver Dream, the third solo album from 
Ben Watt, former partner with Tracey 
Thorn in Everything But The Girl. EBTG 
specialised in chilled electronica, Watt 
prefers a more stripped back approach, 
returning to the kind of classic sing¬ 
er-songwriter material that the likes of 


Justin Hayward, Al Stewart and Elton 
John specialised in during the 1970s. 
It suits his mellow vocals and his songs 
are eloquent, enhanced by Butler’s 
slightly distorted guitar motifs. Stand¬ 
outs include the melancholy beauty of 
Bricks And Wood, his duet with Maris- 
sa Nadler on New Year Of Grace, the 
summery, almost Chris Rea-like Faces 
Of My Friends, whilst Running With 
The Front Runners is the closest to the 
chilled grooves of EBTG. 

Watt is in concert at the Hare and 
Hounds, Kings Heath, on June 10. 

Tragedy and hard luck stories have 
long been the raw diet of country mu¬ 
sic and never sound better than when 
the singer has actually lived the drama. 
So it is that Margo Price, who has 
overcome family tragedy and financial 
problems (she had to pawn her wed¬ 
ding ring to pay for her first recording 
sessions), brings a sense of authentic¬ 
ity as well as a classic country voice to 
her debut Midwest Farmer’s Daugh¬ 
ter. But she never resorts to self-pity, 
always feisty on an album which en¬ 
compasses ballads, honky tonk, blues 
and rockabilly. 


REVIEW 


By Mark Shipp 


Joseph and the Amazing Techni¬ 
color Dreamcoat, Grand Theatre, 
Wolverhampton 

WEARY and drained after a 
hard deadline day slog, I’m 
not sure I was in the mood 
for this. In fact, I could have 
made a deal with the stage 
hand: ‘I close my eyes and 
you draw back the curtain.’ 

And while any dream would do for 
Joseph, mine would be that I woke up 
and believed I’d enjoyed the show. 

But I actually did. It was vibrant, live¬ 
ly, spectacular and all manner of similar 
superlatives. 

Joe McElderry took on the lead role 
as the boy who dared to dream and 
showed a good stage presence to go 
with his voice. 

The mere mention of his name before 
the production had even started had 
some of the massed ranks whooping. 

Storyline 

All his songs, including the memora¬ 
ble Close Every Door and Any Dream 
Will Do, were delivered with such clari¬ 
ty. It is still hard to believe Phillip Schof¬ 
ield once made the role his own. 

There was no dialogue, so the au¬ 
dience had to follow the storyline 
through the singing alone. However, it 
was well told. 

Joseph, the favourite of Jacob’s 12 
sons, is given a coat of many colours, 
but is disowned by his brothers who 
sell him off as a slave and pretend he 
is dead. 

His Egyptian master Potiphar throws 
him in jail over a mistaken belief of a 
liaison with his wife. 

But when he interprets the Phar¬ 
aoh’s dreams and foretells great riches 


for the country, he become a powerful 
man. 

His brothers flock to Egypt to beg 
for food and forgiveness and, after wit¬ 
nessing their selflessness over a ‘sto¬ 
len’ golden cup, Joseph reveals him¬ 
self and a reunion is complete. 

But this was certainly no Joe 
McElderry show. Lucy Kay, a Britain’s 
Got Talent finalist, could certainly belt 
out a note and was perfect as the nar¬ 
rator - and is attractive to boot, while 
Emiliano Stamatakis, in his UK tour 
debut, was stunning as the Pharaoh. 


While supposedly playing the role as 
Elvis, he could easily pass as a tribute 
to the likes of Billy Fury or Tom Jones 
should the chance arise. 

And then there was the Joseph choir, 
33 youngsters from Stagecoach of 
Sutton Coldfield and Solihull, whose 
performance could be summed up in 
just one word: ‘Wow!’ 

There was raucous applause at the 
end from a packed crowd, but the en¬ 
core did go on a bit. Or did I just dream 
that? 


Quality Eu mteum a&^kncmbfe> 

BANK HOLIDAY SPECIALS 

RECLINER SUITES 

from £599 



Fabric & Leather in various 
colours and styles 

FULL RANGE OF 
MODERN &TRADITIONAL 
FURNITURE 
3 Piece Suites 

from £399 

All hand made 
( made to measure ) 

BEDS 

from £99 

pictures for illustration purposees only 


Stourbridge Road 

t T 7 T tt>tvtt'T't tt»t 7 (Opposite The King Edward Pub), 

U KiNll UKb Halesowen 

FMPORTT JM * Tel: 0121 448 4340 f 

WJXJ. t-J IVA www.thefurniture-emporium.com 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Bank Holidays 11 am-4pm 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


NQw 


3 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



0 

p 





3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Safely access your loft! 


for ONLY 

£399 

Fully Fitted 

This price is for a standard 
height ceiling with an 8ft 
drop, width 22-30” 

♦ We provide a convenient 
and safe way to access 
your loft. 

♦ Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

♦ We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 




The Local Distributor & Installer for 
For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 



There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your WU 

cm, £ 85.00 (no VAT to pajj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to pj /) 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmeA 

0845 678 701( 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiapshi^Trusts 

Members of the n - - 

Goodwills 





HJ COOPER 
TIMBER & DIY 


ALL BUDGETS CATERED FOR 


• Decking • Sleepers 

- Timber/K/D/Par 

• Dados - Skirting 

• Architraves • MDF 

• OSB • Chipboard 

• White Hard Board 

• Pine Board • Pin Board 

• Plywood Int/Ext 

- Mouldings - Doors 

• Worktops * Fencing 

• Sheet Materials 

• Frames 

• Paints • Roofing 

Spindles from 50p . stair Materials 

TRADE & PUBLIC CALL 

01384 254591 

Delivery and Cutting Service 
Unit 19, Thornleigh Trading Estate. Farthings Lane. Dudley DY2 8UB 
for more information please visit our web site 

www.hjcooperholdings.co.uk 
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OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE 

SAVE 3 DAYS ONLY 

UP TO SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY 

70% May 28th 9am-6pm May 29th 10am-5pm May 30th 9am-6pm 

MASSIVE REDUCTIONS SALE ENDS 


LEVINES m 


FURNITURE, £ 200.000 worth 

CARPET, BED & |Year 

SUPERSTORE 3 days only 


SAVE 60% 


SAVE 60% 


SAVE 60% 



SUPERB OAK 
EXTENDING TABLE 

. A MATPHINf^ ppcAM 

JJ U 

Ip 

T U 1V l/-\ 1 1 11 1 N VZ7 V^I\tMIVI 

PADDED CHAIRS 

3 SETS ONLY TO CLEAR 

WAS £649 
NOW ONLY £299 



THE PANTHER RECLINER 
SOFAS 3 SEATER + 

2 SEATER 

INCLUDES 4 RECLINER ACTIONS 
BROWN OR BLACK 

WAS £1299 

NOW ONLY £699 



1 THE SILVIA CORNER 
GROUP BONDED 
LEATHER 

BROWN OR BLACK 
INCREDIBLE VALUE 

WAS £1299 

NOW ONLY £549 


SAVE 50% 


SAVE 70% 


SAVE 70% 


THE KENT 3 SEATER 
ELECTRICAL RECLINER SOFAS 

VERY LIMITED 
STOCK CRAZY DEAL 

WAS £999 
NOW ONLY 
£499 




THE SOPHIA FULL 
KINGSIZE BROWN FAUX 
LEATHER BED FRAMES 

LATEST DESIGN 
ONLY 4 PER STORE 

WAS £419 

NOW ONLY £129 


SAVE 


THE CLASSIC 3 U SIZE 
4 FT WIDE IVORY 
COLOUR 
BEDFRAMES 

ONLY 6 PER STORE 

WAS £199 

NOW ONLY £79 


h m 



THE REGENT FULL 
DOUBLE SIZE BEDFRAME 

GREAT QUALITY 
BLACK FINISH 
ONLY 6 PER STORE 

WAS £199 

NOW ONLY £69 


SAVE 60% 



THE MOONLIGHT 
FULL KING SIZE LUXURY 
BEDFRAMES 

GREAT QUALITY 
5 ONLY 

WAS £499 

NOW ONLY £199 



THE TETRAS 
FULL DOUBLE SIZE 

LATEST DESIGN BEDFRAMES 
COMPLETE WITH 
ORTHOPEDIC MATTRESS 

WAS £399 
NOW ONLY £179 


SAVE 


SAVE 50% 



THE BROOKLYN 
FAUX LEATHER 
KING SIZE 

4 DRAWER BEDFRAMES 
INCLUDING MATTRESS 
4 ONLY 

WAS £489 

NOW ONLY £199 



THE IMPERIAL 
SLIDER DOOR WARDROBE 

250CM WIDE - 223CM HEIGHT 
GREAT QUALITY WARDROBES 
HUGE STORAGE 

4 ONLY AVAILABLE 

NOW ONLY £499 


SAVE 40% 



THE BORBA 
FITMENT 

INCLUDES MIRRORS 
LATEST DESIGN 
LOADS OF STORAGE 

2 ONLY PER STORE 

NOW ONLY £199 


SAVE 


’Em 


SAVE 


SAVE 60% 



THE CARDIFF 
FULL DOUBLE SIZE 

2 DRAWER ORTHOPEDIC BED 
INCLUDING HEADBOARD 
& PILLOWS 

WAS £349 
NOW ONLY £199 



THE PARIS 

ROUND WHITE TABLE 

+ 4 CHAIRS BLACK 
JUST CREAT QUALITY 
4 SETS ONLY 

WAS £299 
NOW ONLY £149 

THE SET 


KINGSIZE WHITE FAUX 
LEATHER HEADBOARD 
DOUBLE SIZE BROWN 
FAUX LEATHER HEADBOARD 
SINGLE SIZE PADDED 
HEADBOARD 

2FT 6"WIDE PADDED 
HEADBOARD 


NOW 
ONLY £39 
NOW 
ONLY £29 
NOW 
ONLY £19 

NOW 
ONLY £19 


583 BEARWOOD ROAD, 
BEARWOOD, 

B66 4BH 

TEL: 0121 420 1809 


ILEVINESI 


FURNITURE, BED SUPERSTORE 


OAKFIELD HOUSE, 
LEVEL STREET, 
BRIERLEY HILL 
01384 79393 

(NEXT TO THE C0PTH0RNE HOTEL) 
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Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 


ATLA&itOS 



MOT & SERVICE 

FROM ONLY £99 

FREE VEHICLE HEALTH CHECK 
WHILE YOU WAIT 


• AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES • MOT 
• REPAIRS & SERVICING OF ALL MAKES 
AND MODELS • SNAP-ON DIAGNOSTICS 


FEMALE FRIENDLY GARAGE 
CALL US NOW ON 

01384 241966 

Unit 2 Primrose Hill Trading Estate, 
Cradley Road, Netherton DY2 9SA 

www atl-autos co uk n 


Good Garage Scheme @f 


SHEPHARDS 

MOTOR COMPANY 

tyowi 'UeYiicie i& owi 'Pa&tiott 

• MOT DVSA Approved 
A A Testing Station Class 4 

A • Petrol & Diesel Vehicle by 

hourly appointment slots 






□msmEPsmBQ BopaOpg 



- 




* T XlsWi 


www.Shephardsmotors.co.uk 

250 Coombs Road 
Halesowen B62 8AA 

0121 561 5222 


H°xp © W3©KS ©© ©3h 


TYRES AT LOW PRICES 


n 

Cradley - 

New, Part Worn 
Puncture Repairs 
Computerised Wheel 
Balancing 
4 Wheel Laser 
Alignment 
Batteries 


TYRES 

Halesowen 

Company Accounts 
Welcome 

We Alo Stock Budget 
Brand Tyres and Repair/ 
Refurbish Alloy Wheels 
Over 20 Years Experience 





2 Bridge Street, Colley Lane, Cradley 

Open Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.15pm - Sat 9.00am - 12.30pm 


Tributes as speedway 
fan dies in caravan fire 



The scene of the caravan blaze in caravan, in which Clive Molloy died 


TRIBUTES have poured in to 
a well-known figure on the 
West Midlands speedway 
sene who was the victim of a 
blaze at a caravan park. 

Speedway fanatic Clive Molloy 
died in the fire on St James Car¬ 
avan Park in New Road. It was 
caused by an electric blanket. 

Mr Molloy, 
believed to be in 
his early 70s, was 
called a ‘lovely 
man’ by friends 
and neighbours, 
who said they 
were shocked by 
his sudden death. 

Emergency ser¬ 
vices were called 
to the caravan 
park in the early 
hours of May 16. 

Fire Investiga¬ 
tion Officer Tim 
Hollingworth 
said: “This was 
Victim Clive Molloy a tragic accident 
that may have been avoided. We can¬ 
not stress enough the importance of 
ensuring that your electric blanket is 
safe to use. 

“The consequences of using older or 
faulty electric blankets can be devas¬ 
tating. 

“It is important to get your blanket 
checked to make sure it is still safe to 
use - ideally this should be once a year 
by a competent electrician. 

“If in doubt - throw them out. The 
risks just aren’t worth taking.” 

Tributes have been paid from speed¬ 
way figures. Mr Molloy was a machine 
examiner was said to be a key figure 
at Wolverhampton’s Monmore Green 
Stadium. 

Wolverhampton Speedway issued a 
statement saying he would be sadly 


missed, adding that they were “sad¬ 
dened to learn of the passing of Clive 
Molloy, an integral part of our back¬ 
room team at Monmore Green. 

“We would like to pass on our sym¬ 
pathies to Clive’s family at this very 
sad time.” 

Birmingham Speedway also issued 
a statement. It said: “Clive spent the 
majority of his years as machine ex¬ 
aminer at Wolverhampton’s Monmore 
Green Stadium but was also a hugely 
popular figure at Perry Barr too. 

“He was a man who loved his speed¬ 
way, loved praising the riders if they’d 


had a good night and would be keen 
to pick their heads up if they’d had an 
off night. 

“He was an infectious character who 
would also go out of his way to do a 
favour for anyone. 

“Clive will be sadly missed in the 
speedway community and we would 
like to pass on our condolences to his 
family and close friends.” 

A friend of Clive’s from speedway, 
Andy Hawthorne, said: “You couldn’t 
not like him, he never forgot a name 
or a face and all of the riders had time 
for him.” 




Recruiting the 
right employee 
can be a real 
headache 

Try our Express & Star 
Recruitment Remedy 
and we guarantee to fill 
your vacancy. 



Price start from £399+VAT 



Call Recruitment Specialist Tracey Thompson on 01902 319227 
























































Man died after taking cocaine 
laced with an anaesthetic 


Uber is no threat to 
us, says taxi leader 



Not Uber worried - Shaz Saleem, the Chairman of 
Dudley Private Hire and Taxi Association 

THE chairman of Dudley Private Hire and Taxi Associa¬ 
tion believes drivers have nothing to fear from the arrival 
of phone app cab business Uber in the Black Country. 

It has launched services in Dudley, Wolverhampton, and 
Walsall which see customers download an app, allowing 
them to order a car directly from the nearest driver. No 
calls have to be made and no cash changes hands as pay¬ 
ments are made online. 

But Shaz Saleem, a spokesman for Dudley cabbies, said 
the traditional way of booking a car over the phone would 
still valued by customers. 

“I think it’s all hype at the moment and once that dies 
down I don’t think it’s going to affect anyone really,” he 
said. ““We have a lot of traditional customers in Dudley 
and I think elsewhere in the Black Country too. 

“People like to do their business over the phone because 
it gives them more confidence, rather than using an app or 
sending an email and hoping for the best.” 

Motorcycle race 
champion in 
road safety plea 


A CHAMPION motorcycle 
racer from the Black Coun¬ 
try has pleaded with motor¬ 
ists to watch out for riders 
during the busy summer 
months. 

The better weather brings 
out many more motorcyl- 
ists, particularly during 
weekends and Bank Holi¬ 
days on the popular routes 
from the Black Country into 
rural Shropshire. 

Michael Rutter, a British 
motorcycle racer who com¬ 
petes in the National Super¬ 
stock 1000 Championship, 
urged car drivers to check 
for motorcyclists when mak¬ 
ing manoeuvres in a bid to 
cut the biker toll on the re¬ 
gion’s roads. 

Mr Rutter, 44, who grew 


up in Brierley Hill and now 
lives in Bridgnorth, said: “It 
is a tragic thing but acci¬ 
dents do happen. The thing 
for motorcyclists is to be as 
obvious as possible, be as 
colourful and bright as pos¬ 
sible. Wear day-glo or bright 
colours and keep your lights 
on. 

“For car drivers, until 
you have ridden a motorcy¬ 
cle you don’t know how car 
drivers approach you. Car 
drivers need to look twice, 
look three times and keep 
on checking.” 

Earlier this month a mo¬ 
torcyclist was killed in a col¬ 
lision involving a car near to 
Rushmere Filling Station, 
between Bridgnorth and Six 
Ashes. 


A MAN died after a night out 
when a dodgy batch of cocaine 
he took was laced with a fatal 
amount of anaesthetic. 

Ashley Neil Whittle, 26, of Brierley Hill, 
was found fitting in his bedroom by his 
mother after returning home from a night 
out on October 16 last year. 

He was rushed to Russells Hall Hospital 
from his home in White City Road after 
taking a drug which had been mixed with 
lignocaine, but it was too late and he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. 

Bonita Poole, coroner’s officer, told 
Black Country Coroner’s Court: “He was 
taken to Russells Hall Hospital after being 
found in his bedroom by his mum after a 
night out. He was pronounced dead at the 
hospital at around 3.15am. 

“He had recently broken up with his 
girlfriend and had started going on nights 
out a bit more often. Cocaine and alcohol 
were found in his system from the toxicol¬ 
ogy reports.” 


By Nick Humphreys 

His brother Aaron told the court that 
the electrical engineer had been a bit 
upset but had never taken drugs on an¬ 
other occasion as far as he was aware. 

Jolly 

He said: “He was a jolly person, very 
funny. He would do anything for you. We 
were very close. 

“He seemed a little bit upset but he was 
just getting on with it, like we all do. He 
was just going out and having a good time. 
He had gone to the pub on the Thurs¬ 
day with his friend, they normally had a 
Thursday meet up. He hadn’t taken drugs 
before that I know of.” 

Zafar Siddique, senior coroner for the 
Black Country, said: “He only had a small 
amount of cocaine in his blood stream, 
around one tenth of what you would nor¬ 
mally consider a potentially fatal dose. 
He was twice the drink-drive limit but 


didn’t have what you would consider a 
life-threatening amount in his system. 

“What was also found in his system was 
lignocaine, a substance which is normally 
used as an anaesthetic to put people to 
sleep. There was 21mg of lignocaine per 
litre of blood. The usual amount that 
would be administered to put someone to 
sleep would be 1 to 5 mg. “ 

Mr Siddique continued: “It is unlikely 
he took it on it’s own, it is more probable 
that it would have been mixed with the 
cocaine. It would have been mixed in to 
try and boost the cocaine, you never get 
it in its pure form. That is what will have 
stopped his heart and stopped him from 
breathing. 

He told the family: “This is a tragic 
waste of a young man’s life. I can’t begin 
to imagine the grief and devastation that 
you must be feeling. 

“Time after time I see the damaging ef¬ 
fects on families who have lost a loved one 
to a drug-related death.” 


Campaign to 
save school 
seems lost 


COSELEY School will close if councillors 
rubber-stamp recommendations today 
(Thursday). Thousands of parents battling 
to save the school have been left devastat¬ 
ed by Dudley education chief Councillor 
Ian Cooper’s comments that there is ‘no 
alternative’ to closure. 

The school is set to undergo a ‘phased 
closure’, if proposals due to go before Dud¬ 
ley Council’s cabinet are passed. 

Parent Michaela Garbett, of Roseville, 
urged the council to rethink the move, hav¬ 
ing collected more than 2,000 signatures on 
a petition to keep the school open. 

She argued that closure would disrupt 
pupils’ education and put a strain on neigh¬ 
bouring schools, with pupils already mov¬ 
ing to High Areal and Dormston schools. 

Mrs Garbett, who moved her daughter to 
High Areal School last month, said parents 
feared the worse and were feeling ‘very 
downhearted’. 

Coseley East Councillor Star Anderton 
blasted the council comments seeming to 
seal closure before the formal decision had 
been made. She added: “I think it’s wholly 
unfair on all the children.” 
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Replicas of 
treasure go 
on display 

REPLICAS of Anglo-Sax¬ 
on treasures are coming 
to Haden Hill House as an 
exhibition about the dis¬ 
covery of the famous Staf¬ 
fordshire Hoard opens at 
the site. 

The display from June 4 
until July 3 includes repli¬ 
cas, videos and hands-on 
activities. 

The hoard is the largest 
collection of Anglo-Saxon 
gold and silver metalwork 
ever found and comes from 
the Kingdom of Mercia, the 
old name for the Midlands. 

The objects were discov¬ 
ered in a field near Lich¬ 
field in 2009 and consist of 
more than 3,500 items dat¬ 
ing to the 600s or 700s AD. 

Sandwell Council’s mu¬ 
seums manager Jane Han- 
ney said: “The story of 
this Anglo-Saxon treasure 
is fascinating and so im¬ 
portant to shedding light 
on the history of our local 
area.” 

Fundraising 
packs a punch 

A FUNDRAISING Cradley 
gym boss is again gearing 
up to raise money for char¬ 
ity as he prepares to enter 
the boxing ring for Mac¬ 
millan Cancer Support. 

Two years ago Wayne 
Scott-Fox, of Golden 
Gloves, started fundrais¬ 
ing for good causes. With 
boxers Les Byfield and Lee 
Jeavons, his next big event 
is on August 27 at The 
Arena on Hagley Road, 
Stourbridge, for Macmil¬ 
lan. Tickets cost £20 with 
ringside tables at £350. 


FOCUS ON CRADLEY & CRADLEY HEATH 


Car enthusiast crushed 
under vehicle is named 


A MAN who died when he was crushed by 
a car at a storage yard in Cradley has been 
named locally as Michael Ashton. 

Emergency services were called to the industri¬ 
al estate in James Scott Road at 5pm on Thursday 
but were unable to save the 64-year-old father from 
Dudley. 

It is believed the victim was working underneath the car 


when it slipped off a jack 
and fell onto him. 

Motoring enthusiast Mr 
Ashton used the site fre¬ 
quently to fix up cars. 

Workers from a nearby 
firm have told how they 
rushed to free him from be¬ 
neath the car. 

Roy Brettle, who owns the 
storage yard where the acci¬ 
dent occurred, described Mr 
Ashton as a ‘jolly person’. 

Mr Brettle, 67, said: “He 
used to use the yard to mess 
about with cars, it was his 
hobby. He used to drive lor¬ 
ries but when he got to 64 
he couldn’t do it any longer 
so used to do odd jobs. He 
was helpful and very jolly. 
It is very sad what has hap¬ 
pened.” 

Mr Brettle explained that 
Mr Ashton was working on 
a gear box on a Vauxhall car 
when it fell on top of him. 

The Health and Safety 
Executive has launched an 
investigation. Police are not 
treating the death as suspi¬ 
cious. 


By Richard Guttridge 


One of the people from 
a nearby firm who tried to 
help Mr Ashton, but asked 
not be named, said: “We 
phoned an ambulance and 
jacked the car up and man¬ 
aged to drag him out. The 
emergency services were 
telling us to check if he had 
a pulse but unfortunately it 
was too late. There is a pos¬ 
sibility that he could have 
been there for some time.” 

Mr Ashton, who lived in 
Dudley town centre, is be¬ 
lieved to have been married 
with a son and a daughter. 

Mr Brettle said he had 
used the yard for around 
three years but was visited 
intermittently, sometimes 
only once a month. He 
added: “He only did it for a 
hobby. He liked motorbikes 
mostly, he used to have vin¬ 
tage motorbikes.” 

Around a dozen vehicles 
are currently stored at the 
yard. 



The Rt Rev Graham Usher appears to sprout wings as he unveils the steel bench 


Angelic art 
is unveiled 
by bishop 

AN angelic-looking Bishop 
of Dudley was on hand to 
unveil a heavenly sculpture 
outside a church in Cradley. 

The Rt Rev Graham 
Usher appeared to sprout a 
set of wings as he led a ser¬ 
vice at St Peter’s Church in 
Cradley. 

But the wings were a 
work of art, which were 
shown to the public for the 
first time. 

The angel wings sculp¬ 
ture is the creation of Black 
Country artist Luke Perry 
who was commissioned by 
the church to make the im¬ 
pressive winged steel bench. 

Mr Perry, from Cradley 
Heath, was keen to help the 
church with which he has 
family links, as four gener¬ 
ations of the 32-year-old’s 
family are buried in its cem¬ 
etery. 

The sculpture took 
around six weeks to make 
and has been galvanised, 
which should protect it from 
weathering for the next 80 
years. 


Helping 
charity is 
new target 
for Carl 



Marksman Carl Robinson 

AS a therapist Carl Rob¬ 
inson is used to targeting 
aches and pains but on 
Bank Holiday Monday the 
50-year-old will be facing a 
completely different target 
challenge. He will be tak¬ 
ing part in a sponsored ri¬ 
fle and pistol shoot to raise 
funds for Dudley-based 
White House Cancer Sup¬ 
port (WHCS). 

Mr Robinson, from Cra¬ 
dley Heath and a member 
of The British Association 
for Shooting and Conser¬ 
vation, has a been working 
as a part-time therapist at 
the charity in Ednam Road 
for two years and regularly 
administers aromatherapy 
to clients.His love of target 
shooting goes back to his 
school days and by the age 
of 24 he was shooting for 
England and ranked 47th 
in the country. He said: 
“It’s always been a passion 
of mine so this year I de¬ 
cided to organise a shoot to 
raise funds for WHCS.” 

To sponsor Carl contact 
WHCS on (01384) 231232. 


Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors 



Trevor E.W. 
Hickton lid 

Whitmore House, 
8-11 Lower High Street 

Cradtey Heath 

B64 5AB 

01384 569569 


Newly Refurbished 
Halesowen Branch 


Office: 

R. Hadley St Hickton 

36-38, Windmill Hid, 
Colley Gate Halesowen 
B63 ZBZ 

01384 636606 


About The Company 

Trevor EW Hickton Funeral Directors are a long 
established firm based in Cradley Heath. Formerly 
know as J.E.W. Hickton & Sons the company was 
established in 1909 and has been serving Cradley 
Heath, Halesowen and all the surrounding towns 
and areas since. In 1909 Joe Hickton a well known 
carpenter, builder, undertaker, local counsellor 
and one time Mayor of Rowley Regis, opened a 
dedicated funeral home located in Eower High 
Street, Cradley Heath to focus on the funeral 
directing side of business. Along with his wife 
Rose, the local midwife. They became a large 
part of the local community, with the local saying 
being “she brings them in to the world, and he 
takes them out!” Their son William ‘Bill’ Hickton 
came in to the business in 1937 and the father and 
son partnership began carrying out funerals across 
Cradley Heath and the surrounding areas, with 
Bill eventually taking over the business in 1957 
after Joe retired. Bill’s son Trevor came in to the 
business in 1971 working closely with his father to 
continue building the company reputation. 

Trevor inherited J. E. W. Hickton Funeral Directors 
after his father Bill passed away in 2000. In 2005 
the company was registered as a Limited UK 
company along with a name change to what it is 
today, Trevor E. W. Hickton Ltd Funeral Directors. 
Trevor’s son Ross came in to the business n 2006, 
followed by his other son Greg in 2010 and finally 
by his daughter Jodie in 2014 
The family all work together along with a team of 
long standing and hard working staff The office 
staff comprise of former Springfield Post Office 
manager Mandy Parsons, who looks after the on 
going funeral arrangements assisted by Jodie, and 
Kate Davis who has worked for the company for 
15 years. Kate is also the company Stone Masonry 
manager. 

In 2014 a brand new dedicated funeral home was 
built on the grounds of the original funeral home 
in Lower High Street, to support the needs of the 
business. Now with three private chapels of rest, 
three family arrangement rooms and a private 
working office. The company is able to cater to 
all needs and requirements of their clients in a 
friendly and inviting funeral home. 

In 2015 the decision was made to renovate the 
funeral home in Colley Gate with a new reception 
area and particularly a new shop frontage. 

The office name was changed to incorporate the 
Hickton name as many local families were using 
the office who had before came to Hicktons in 
Cradley Heath at their time of need, they now have 
a closer location 


New Private 
Arrangement 
Rooms 


Have you thought about taking 
a Pre-Pout Funeral Plan out 
with us? 

A funeral plan leaves nothing to chance and 
provides peace of mind for you and those 
you care about 

“On each funeral we conduct, there will 
always be a member of the Hickton family 
looking after you on 
the day. 

Therefore, ensuring the highest of standards 
and care” 

• 24 Hour Service 

• We cover all local areas 

• Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

• Modem & Classic Vehicles 

• Payment Plans 

• Simple Funerals 

• DWP Help & Advice 

• Modem Premises 

With over 100 years experience we feel we 
are best placed to help you, and your family 
at your time of need. We have modem and 
inviting funeral homes that will feel like your 
own home. 

Our caring and friendly funeral arrangers and 
directors will guide you through the process 
at your time and convenience. 

We are happy to visit you at home or in our 
offices, to discuss pre paid funeral plans or 
an at need funeral arrangement. 

Please Visit: 
www.TEWHickton.co.uk 
for more information and 
virtual tour of our premises 



DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors & uPVC Windows & Doors —^ 



SATISFACTION 


All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 413331 | 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
, Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721 783291 

y www.doultondoors.co.uk 


Our Extensive Range of 
All Garage Doors Covers All Popular Brands 


GUARANTEED 


Visit Us At 

Doulton Trading Est. 
Doulton Road, 
Rowley Regis 
B65 8JG 


We Have 
Everything from 
Canopy to Side 
Hung Styles 


Wrought Iron 
Gates & 
Railings 
available 



27 HIGH STREET, CRADLEY HEATH (opposiietesco) 

01384620238 www.brewmonkey.co.uk 

_ 


Wilt 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 




iWb nA Jr 


GRAINFATHER HOME BAR EQUIPMENT GIFTS WINEMAKING CIDER 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick 

up and delivery ft A 

la 

• FREE estimates 
and written quotes 


For a FREE estimate call: 0121 559 4040 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance claims 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crosswaysl @btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 
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Happy Hour Deals will now be from noon till 6pm 

2' IlH S3 • :Moii(t:i\ to Kl irlliv 12 noon till (otl'l) i 

. ' . : .... 

All beers jt 2.30 • All ales'£2.3.0 
^ Seleete<| fiv*«is:i...ir ifonitiM evAn 

SPEAKS 


HHQ 


Oammon £7.09 I 
3.99 Sirloin ♦ 
Ribnyn P9 09 III 

n CoI » jr/: <r/up r, ; ; 

ttiifia'i *<•*.> I|T 


47 IIAW I S l. \NK, IH>5 9,\fc, 
KOWI I n'u! ..I- 
www.therowley.co.uk 
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^Ve rak£ bookings for jpnvate^partTes ' 
from 2 to!50 petfjffe 
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Ustings for May 27 - June 2 


r 



Stafford Gatehouse Theatre 
& Stafford Borough Council 
Leisure and Culture present 

STAFFORD 
FESTIVAL *4 



SHAKESPEARE 


THUR 23 rd J U N E - 
SAT 9™ JULY 2016 

STAFFORD 

CASTLE 

1 

BOX OFFICE 01785 619080 

www.stafFordfestivalshakespeare.com 


3 \ Ssrnnm* 


I il.M W f AIW 

^ Railway 



Train* Leave We 1 ah poo J Raven Square 
at 11.1 Sam, 1 pm and 2.Q5pm 
SAturday through Mntvia)* 

Regular Tuesday* to Thursday service at 
ill Sam and 2.0Spm 

And harnemnrli* fan* at the Llanftur 
Car rein Ion Tea Room teven days a week! 

Lovely railway, Lovely countrymlde 
www.wllr.org.uk 01938 810441 


Return coach travel from 
your local West Midlands 
pick-up point 


ftSe S \\S£ 

1 the Tour * Banff Bay 

1 | Movrfmn... 

i Visit the live working TV \ 

iarewoodW^SeeBobsC ^ V 

The NNoolpack, the Village Churcn | 

^l^Half Board ataselectedjotel ] 


Traoelstyle, 


BOOK NOW OR CALL 
FOR FREE BROCHURE 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


An introduction to 
The Carpenters 



We’ve Only Just Begun 
Tuesday, 7.30pm 
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 
A celebration of the love songs of The 
Carpenters with Toni Lee (pictured) as 
the late great Karen Carpenter, backed 
by an eight-piece band. 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


The 

Hunna 



Tuesday, 7.30pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

Expect a full house when these rising 
star rockers play the suburban pub 
venue, probably a last chance to catch 
them at an intimate venue with debut 
album 100 out in August. 

Visit hareandhoundskingsheath.co.uk 


Tom: A Story 
Of Tom Jones 



Wednesday to Saturday 
New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 
From miners’ clubs in the valleys to 
Las Vegas, the story of the Welsh 
singer featuring hits from Delilah to 
Sex Bomb, with Kit Orton (pictured) as 
Jones the Voice. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com 


Joey 

Devries 



Saturday, 6.30pm 
02 Institute 3, Digbeth, B’ham 
The Fix My Fleart pop star from Port 
Talbot, who was in X Factor boy band 
Overload Generation, headlines in his 
own right after supporting Little Mix. 
Visit www.academymusicgroup.com/ 
o2institutebirmingham/ 


ROCK 
& POP 

Gordon Lightfoot 

Tonight at 8pm - 10.15pm, £42.50 
- £47.50 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Clare Maguire 

Thu at 8pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

An Evening With The Dreamers 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

We’ve Only Just Begun A 
Celebration Of The Carpenters 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Phoenix Rising 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Joanna Gruesome 

Thu at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

BC Camplight 

Sun at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

The Bootleg Shadows 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Dr. Feelgood & Eddie And The 
Hotrods 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Wingspan: Tribute To Paul 
McCartney And The Beatles 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Blake 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Artrix, 

Bromsgrove, 

B61 1PQ. 

Call 01527 577330 

Quill 

Tonight at 8pm, 

Theatre Severn, 

Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 


Dizzy Lizzy: Thin Lizzy Tribute 

Tonight at 7pm, £7 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Hunna 

Tues at 7.30pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Joey Devries 

Tomorrow at 6.30pm 
02 Institute 3, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY 
Call 0121 643 0428 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Lucy Spraggan 

Thu at 7pm, 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

JAZZ. BLUES 
SOUL & REGGAE 

The Legends Of Reggae Festival 
2016 

Tomorrow at 10pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Bank Holiday Rock’n’blues All¬ 
day Festival 

Sun at 3pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Beverley Knight 

Thu at 7pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Ian Siegal & Jimbo Mathus 

Tue at 7.30pm -11,30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Bonnie Raitt 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Maxwell’s Quandri 

Tomorrow at 4pm - 8pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Chris Bevington 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Jazzlines Free gigs: Martin 
Trotman 

Tonight at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


CLASSICAL & 

OTHER GENRES 

City Of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra: The Seven Ages Of 
Shakespeare 

Wed at 7.30pm, £12.50 - £40 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Graffiti Classics 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

The Mario Lanza Opera Prize 

Tomorrow at 2pm - 4pm, 
Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

LA Guns 

Sun at 7.10pm - 11pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Hot 8 Brass Band 

Sun at 7pm, £15 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

BICS 2015/16: Milos Karadaglic 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Fetty Wap 

Tonight at 7pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

CLUBBING 

Viva Music Showcase 

Sun - Mon at 12pm - 6am, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Cirque Du Soul 

Tue - Wed at 10pm - 5am, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

We Are Lizards 

Tonight - Tomorrow at 9pm - 
3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Propaganda 

Tonight at 10.30pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Youandewan 

Sun - Mon at 9pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Holiday vs Love The Life 

Sun - Mon at 9pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Young Culture 

Tomorrow - Sun at 9pm - 
3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 
Elrow Birmingham: The Trip 

Sun - Mon at 2pm - 12am, 

The Rainbow, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

REIapse 

Tonight - Tomorrow at 9pm - 
2am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

COMEDY 

Thursday Night Comedy Car¬ 
ousel 

Thu at 8pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Jethro: 40 Years The Joker 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Kidderminster Town Hall, 

DY10 1DB. 

Call 01562 732158 

The Best In Live Stand-up 
Comedy 

Tonight at 7.45pm, Tomorrow at 
7.45pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Aurie Styla: Working... Hardly! 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Comedy In The Met 

Tonight at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

THEATRE 

King Lear 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2pm, 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

BalletBoyz: Life 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, Castle Dyke, 
Lichfield, West Midlands, WS13 
6HR. Call 01543 412121 

Crazy For You: The Viv Kelly 
Youth Theatre Group 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 


The Sound Of Music 

Tonight at 7.30pm - 10pm, 
Tomorrow at 7.30pm - 10pm, 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Mister Maker & The Shapes Live 
Tour 

Tomorrow at 1.30pm, 4pm, 

Sun at 10am, 1pm, £15.50 - 
£17.39 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Daughter Of The Forest 

Sun at 6pm, 

The Drum, Aston on Carrant, 
Birmingham, B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 

Tom 

Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Sound Of Music 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Cats: The Musical 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2pm, 7.30pm, Thu at 
2pm, 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Made In Dagenham: West Brom¬ 
wich Operatic Society 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, £16-£22 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 


Tell Me On A Sunday 

Thu at 7.30pm, £24.50 - 
£28.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Greg Foot Presents Caution: 
Safety Goggles Required 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Pasha Kovalev: It’s All About 
You 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Jackie The Musical 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Shadowlands 

Tue at 7pm, Wed at 7.30pm, Thu 
at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Cats lovers will 
be feline groovy 


ANDREW Lloyd Webber’s re¬ 
cord-breaking 2015 Olivier 
award nominated musical Cats 
returns comes to Birmingham 
direct from its sell-out seasons 
at the London Palladium for 
one week only. 

Adapted from TS Eliot’s ‘Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical Cats’, Cats returned to 
the West End in December last year, with 
a sell-out run at the London Palladium, 
reuniting the original creative team - di¬ 
rector Trevor Nunn, associate director 
and choreographer Gillian Lynne, de¬ 
signer John Napier and composer Lloyd 
Webber. 

Cats is a dazzling blend of fantasy, 
drama and romance about one special 
night of the year when all the Jellicle cats 
meet at the Jellicle Ball where their wise 
leader, Old Deuteronomy, will announce 
which of them will be reborn. 

The show, which first opened in the 
West End in 1981, is full of amazing 
choreography and memorable songs, in¬ 
cluding the timeless Memory, sung by 
glamour cat fallen on hard times Griza- 
bella. 

Recently in the West End Grizabella 
was played by Wolverhampton’s Beverley 
Knight and at Birmingham Hippodrome, 
from Monday to Saturday, the role is 
due to be played by Filipino actress and 
singer, Joanna Ampil, former star of Miss 
Saigon. 



Victoria the White Cat in a scene from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cats 





‘It’s going to 
a sweaty clu 
up-tempo gi 



Bev’s back 
in Soulville 

WOLVERHAMPTON-BORN Queen of UK Soul Beverley 
Knight is looking forward to a ‘sweaty, up-tempo’ homecom¬ 
ing gig in Wolverhampton tonight (Thursday) as part of her 
2016 UK tour, which also includes a concert in Birmingham 
next week. 

The star, who recently turned 43, can’t wait to perform at 
the Slade Rooms and admitted it would have been ‘ridiculous’ 
for her not to take to the stage in front of her biggest fans. 

She will be entertaining with songs from her new album, 
Soulville, which she recorded in Memphis and is released on 
June 10, as well as her hits and songs from the West End 
shows she has appeared in. 

The former Woodfield and Highfields pupil said: “It was 
going to do my head in, not doing a show in Wolverhampton. 
It would have been the first time ever on one of my tours that 
I didn’t play there, which would have been ridiculous. 

“It’s just been finding somewhere to play with the Civic 
Hall being closed for refurbishments. But the Slade Rooms 
became available. I’m really looking forward to it. 

“It’s a smaller venue so it’s going to be more of a sweaty 
club, up-tempo gig. That’s what I’m planning for it. It’ll be a 
mixture of songs from the new album and older ones, as well 
as a bit of what I’ve been up to in the West End.” 

She added: “It’s always a good excuse to go home and see 
everybody as well. People are so supportive back home. I try 
to get back to Wolverhampton as much as I can, I’ve got a big 
family and there’s normally someone’s birthday, so that’s a 
good excuse. 

“It’s a bit more difficult when you’re in West End shows to 
get the time away, so I’m making the most of not being in a 
show at the moment.” 

The soul legend, who was made an MBE for her creative 
and charity work in 2007, is looking forward to giving Wolver¬ 
hampton a sneak peek of material from her new album, her 
first in four years. She added: “I’m just so thrilled with it, it’s 
a proper soul experience.” 

Beverley plays the Symphony Hall on Thursday, June 2. 


Mothers reunion 
celebrates venue 

BACK in the late 1960s the hip- 
pest rock venue in Brum was 
found above a furniture store on 
Erdington High Street. 

Among the acts that per¬ 
formed, and sometimes recorded, 
at Mothers were Pink Floyd, The 
Who (performing Tommy) and a 
local band called Black Sabbath, 
who soon became known for 
their flamboyant frontman. 

After some 400 gigs, the club 
closed in 1971, and 45 years on 
Mothers veterans the Steve Gib¬ 
bons Band, Terry Reid, Edgar 
Broughton and Del Bromham 
from Stray are celebrating the 
venue at the Robin 2 in Bilston 
on Saturday night. 

Tickets are £21.50 (£19.50 ad¬ 
vance). 


Shadowlands play 
at Birmingham Rep 

THE critically-acclaimed pro¬ 
duction of William Nicholson’s 
moving play, Shadowlands, 
comes to Birmingham Reper¬ 
tory Theatre from Tuesday to 
Saturday (June 4). 

It examines the private life of 
celebrated author CS Lewis, au¬ 
thor of the Narnia stories, and 
his affair with feisty American 
poet, Joy Davidman. 

The cast of Shadowlands is 
led by Stephen Boxer (Humans, 
The Iron Lady, Doctors) as CS 
Lewis, Denis Lill (The Royal, 
Only Fools And Horses) as 
Major WH Lewis and Amanda 
Ryan (Shameless) as Joy David¬ 
man. Tickets cost from £13.50 
to £35, call 0121 236 4455. 


Eighth stage for 
Slam Dunk Festival 

ROCK festival Slam Dunk has 
added an eighth stage for its 
tenth anniversary, being held in 
the Genting Arena at Birming¬ 
ham NEC on Sunday. 

The extra stage will highlight 
solo and acoustic acts and will 
be headlined by Bryce Avary of 
The Rocket Summer. 

The festival, which has moved 
from Wolverhampton to Brum 
due to the refurbishment of the 
Civic Hall, will feature more 
than 45 acts - including from 
Las Vegas headliners Panic! at 
the Disco, 2 Tone legends The 
Beat, Of Mice & Men, New 
Found Glory, The Story So 
Far, Qemists, Zebrahead, Every 
Time I Die, and Mallory Knox. 
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Older Person’s Travel Pass holders 
can buy a child daysaver for £1 
after 9.30am Mon - Fri or all day 
on Sat, Sun or Bank Holidays 




buy from the driver 


nxbus.co.uk/seniors 

child daysavers available to anyone aged 5 to 15, 
under 5's travel free 


s^KWest Midlands 

Hello Everywhere 


Why not come and visit our award winning beer garden... 






, 


Senior 
Special 

Available Mon - Fri 12pm - 3pm 

2 Course Meal r A AA 
Deal for fc4.77 

WHY NOT add an extra 
course for £1.50? 

We are No.l on trip advisor 

Our restaurant is Open Daily 
from 12noon-3pm 6pm-9pm 


Why Not Street, Off Two Gates, Colley Gate Tel: 01384 561 019 
Visit us on the web: www.thewhynotinn.com 
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SATURDAY’S TV MAY 28 


CHOICE 



Luke Pasqualino 


The Musketeers 
(BBC1, 9.30pm) 

New series. In war-torn France, 
the battle-scarred swordsmen 
reunite to rescue orphans from 
brutal mercenary Lucien 
Grimaud. Meanwhile, a sinister 
new battle awaits in the form of 
corrupt governor Feron. 
Matthew McNulty and Rupert 
Everett join the cast, with Luke 
Pasqualino, Tom Burke, Howard 
Charles and Santiago Cabrera 
starring as d'Artagnan, Athos, 
Porthos and Aramis. Based on 
the characters created by 
Alexandre Dumas. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 1.30 Gymnastics: Men’s 
European Championships. Live coverage 
of the men’s team competition. 4.15 
Escape to the Country. (R) 5.00 Can’t 
Touch This. Obstacle course game show, 
presented by Zoe Ball and Ashley Banjo. 

5.50 BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. A “law and 
order” special of the quiz, with 
Helen Fraser, Victoria Alcock, 
Roberta Taylor, Chris Ellison, 
Arthur Bostrom, Mina Anwar, 
Dominic Littlewood and Matt 
Allwright. Last in the series. 

7.00 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

The comedian hosts his final 
evening of entertainment and 
introduces music by All Saints, 
while Alex Jones hands over her 
mobile phone in Celebrity Send To 
All. Last in the series. 

7.50 The National Lottery: In It to Win 
It. Dale Winton hosts the quiz 
show in which five contestants 
answer questions to scoop a big 
cash prize. Includes the National 
Lottery draws with a performance 
by Samantha Barks. 

8.40 Casualty. Big Mac struggles to 
hide the toll his addiction is taking 
and steals some painkillers, while 
Robyn is determined to bring 
David out of his shell. 

9.30 The Musketeers. New series. The 
battle-scarred swordsmen reunite 
to rescue orphans from a brutal 
mercenary. Matthew McNulty and 
Rupert Everett join the cast. 

10.30 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.50 Peter Kay’s Comedy Shuffle. A 

final selection from the career of 
the comedian, actor, writer and 
director, featuring Peter appearing 
with Catherine Tate's Nan as well 
as his observations on family 
weddings and more of Max and 
Paddy's misadventures. Last in 
the series. (R) 

11.20 Live at the Apollo. Greg Davies 
hosts another session of stand-up 
at Hammersmith Apollo in west 
London, warming up the audience 
for Hal Cruttenden and Simon 
Evans. (R) 

12.05 Film: The Tuxedo. (2002) 1.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

7.30 Film: Death of a Scoundrel. (1956) 

9.25 Film: The Glass Bottom Boat. 

(1966) 11.10 Natural World. (R) 12.00 

The Hairy Bikers: Everyday Gourmets. 

(R) 1.00 Film: Father of the Bride. 

(1950) Comedy, starring Spencer Tracy 

and Elizabeth Taylor. 2.30 Flog It! (R) 

3.20 The Great British Sewing Bee. (R) 

4.20 The Great British Sewing Bee. (R) 

5.20 This Week’s World. 

6.00 Golf: PGA Highlights. Action from 
the BMW PGA Championship, the 
European Tour event taking place 
on the West Course at the 
Wentworth Club in Surrey. South 
Korea’s An Byeong-hun triumphed 
here in 2015, with his overall score 
of 21 -under-par ensuring he 
finished five strokes clear of his 
nearest competitors. 

7.00 Nick Baker’s Wild West. The 

naturalist explores the wildlife-rich 
wetlands of south-west England, 
including two stunning Somerset 
reserves. Last in the series. 
Postponed from May 20. 

7.30 RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2016. 
Monty Don and Joe Swift present 
a look back at the highlights of the 
past week at the horticultural 
showcase. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
and the platoon are asked to 
provide a guard of honour for a 
royal train carrying George VI that 
is passing through Walmington- 
on-Sea, but another locomotive 
confounds their plans. Classic 
comedy first broadcast in 1973, 
starring Arthur Lowe, John Le 
Mesurierand Clive Dunn. (R) 

9.00 The Secret of Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony. Conductor John Eliot 
Gardiner looks at the story behind 
the famous piece of music, the 
opening notes of which are among 
the most recognisable in history. 
Gardiner investigates what the 
German composer was trying to 
express when he wrote the piece, 
and looks at the exciting and 
dangerous times that shaped 
Beethoven both personally and 
creatively. 

10.30Artsnight. (R) 

11.00 Film: The Prestige. (2006) Two 
Victorian magicians become bitter 
rivals as one becomes obsessed 
with the secret to the other’s 
greatest illusion. Mystery thriller, 
starring Hugh Jackman. 

1.00 Film: The Disappearance of Alice 

Creed. (2009) 2.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 

7.45 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 8.00 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

12.05 ITV News; Weather. 12.10 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.15 Film: 
Murder on the Orient Express. (1974) 
Agatha Christie mystery, starring Albert 
Finney. 3.50 Film: Kindergarten Cop. 
(1990) Comedy, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.25 Bang on the Money. Rickie 
Haywood-Williamsand Melvin 
Odoom host the game show in 
which two teams of friends must 
battle it out to hit a specific target 
number “bang on” in a series of 
physical and mental challenges. At 
the end of the contest, the most 
successful group could win up to 
£40,000. This week’s teams are 
the Suits in the City from London 
and Team Samanda from the 
Wirral. 

7.30 Britain’s Got Talent: Live Final. 

After weeks of tough auditions and 
five fiercely competitive semi¬ 
finals, the national talent search 
comes to a close as the remaining 
acts perform one last time. The 
hopefuls all have one simple aim - 
to win a coveted slot at this year’s 
Royal Variety Performance and get 
their hands on the £250,000 cash 
prize. All they have to do is 
impress the voting public, as the 
opinions of judges Simon Cowell, 
David Walliams, Amanda Holden 
and Alesha Dixon count for 
nothing - who wins is entirely 
down to the viewers at home. 

Plus, to celebrate 10 series of the 
show, tonight also sees a special 
“best of” performance 
orchestrated by Diversity’s Ashley 
Banjo. Presented by Ant and Dec. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 Let’s Do It: A Tribute to Victoria 
Wood. Celebration of the late 
comedian’s work. (R) 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15 UEFA Champions League Final 
Highlights. Real Madrid vAtletico 
Madrid. 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 Cycling: Velothon Wales. 7.05 
Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Superhumans Show. 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage 
from Haydock Park and Chester. 4.15 A 
Place in the Sun. 5.15 Channel 4 News. 

5.45 Formula 1: Monaco Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 

7.30 Guy Martin: Last Flight of the 
Vulcan Bomber. The mechanic 
joins a select crew of engineers 
working to prepare the last Vulcan 
bomber that is capable of flight for 
a farewell tour of the UK. The 
programme features contributions 
from former crew members, who 
recall its service in conflicts from 
the 1950s to the Falklands, as well 
as serving as Britain’s nuclear 
deterrent. (R) 

9.00 Film: Red 2. (2013) Former CIA 
agent Frank Moses reunites his 
squad of retired operatives for a 
vital mission. A devastatingly 
powerful new weapon has been 
stolen, and it falls to Frank’s team 
to retrieve it - which means facing 
lethal assassins, terrorists and 
corrupt government officials out to 
steal the device. Action thriller 
sequel, starring Bruce Willis, 

Helen Mirren and John Malkovich. 

11.10 Film: End of Days. (1999) A 
former police officer protects an 
innocent woman from the Devil, 
who plans to bring about 
Armageddon. Supernatural thriller, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Gabriel Byrne. 

1.30 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Scott 
organises a surprise for John Paul at The 
Folly, while Sienna feels under pressure. 
Elsewhere, Darren bets on how long 
Trevor and Grace’s marriage will last. (R) 
3.35 Posh Pawnbrokers. Dan takes his 
sister to test drive a monster truck, 
Wendy comes across a handbag that 
could be very valuable, and Larry and 
Neil examine some works of art bought 
in a pub. (R) 4.30 Win It Cook It. Simon 
Rimmer and guest judge Rachel Allen 
challenge the competitors to make a 
meal from cocktail sausages, ketchup 
and bananas. 4.55 Fifteen to One. Sandi 
Toksvig hosts the general knowledge 
quiz, in which 15 contestants test 
themselves against their rivals. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show Live. 11.30 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. (R) 12.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 
1.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 2.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

High Court enforcement agents 
Paul Bohill and Steve Pinner are in 
Birmingham on a potentially 
dangerous, full-scale eviction of a 
large traveller community. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Sri Lanka. 
Highlights from the second day of 
the second Test in a three-match 
series, which takes place at 
Emirates Durham International 
Cricket Ground. Presented by 
Mark Nicholas, who also 
commentates alongside Michael 
Vaughan, Geoffrey Boycott, and 
Simon Hughes. 

8.00 NCIS: Los Angeles. A man who 

stole a car and ran down and killed 
one of his pursuers before 
escaping is identified as Walton 
Flynn, an ex-marine now working 
for a private security firm in Iraq. 
Sam and Callen learn that the 
businessman he had been hired to 
protect had been murdered and 
that the people chasing him were 
hired by his employers to dish out 
their own form of justice. Crime 
drama, starring Chris O’Donnell 
and LL Cool J. (R) 

9.00 NCIS. DiNozzo investigates a 
murder at the military academy he 
once attended, after a murdered 
marine and alumni of the school is 
found clutching a photo of a 
current student. Meanwhile, 
Bishop and her husband invite the 
team out for a special dinner. 
Starring Mark Harmon. 

10.00The Championship Final: 

Football League Tonight. 

Sheffield Wednesday v Hull City. 
Kelly Cates and George Riley 
present action from the 
Championship play-off final at 
Wembley Stadium. 

10.45 The 80s: The Best of Bad TV. A 
look back at memorable TV 
highlights from the 1980s, 
focusing on the best and worst 
that the decade had to offer. (R) 
12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 Secrets of the 
Valley of the Kings. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Venice 8.00 Hidden Killers of the 
Post-War Home 9.00 The Disappearance 
10.40 Mumford & Sons at Radio 1 ’s Big 
Weekend 11.40 Pop Charts Britannia: 60 
Years of the Top 101.10 Tales from the 
Tour Bus: Rock ’n’ Roll on the Road 2.10 
Top of the Pops: 1981 3.25 Sounds of the 
Eighties 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 The Cube 12.25 Film: A Little 
Princess (1995) 1.25 FYI Daily 1.30 
Film: A Little Princess (1995) 2.20 
Scorpion 3.20 Film: Uncle Buck (1989) 

4.20 FYI Daily 4.25 Film: Uncle Buck 
(1989) 5.10 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 

6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: The Smurfs 2 
(2013) 7.15 Film: Hulk (2003) 8.20 FYI 
Daily 8.25 Film: Hulk (2003) 10.00 
Britain’s Got More Talent 11.00 Family 
Guy 12.30 American Dad! 1.25 The 
Cleveland Show 2.20 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.40 
Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.35 The Return of Sherlock Holmes 
2.55 Foyle’s War 4.55 Rosemary & 
Thyme 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 
10.00 Lewis 12.00 Trial & Retribution 

I. 05 Northern Lights 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

9.00 Cycling: Tour Series Highlights 
10.00 Premiership Rugby Union 11.00 
Film: The Long Kiss Goodnight (1996) 

12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: The Long 
Kiss Goodnight (1996) 1.25 Hell on 
Wheels 2.25 Tommy Cooper 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.30 How I 
Met Your Mother 1.30 The Goldbergs 
3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 Film: 

Maid in Manhattan (2002) 6.05 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Battle: Los 
Angeles (2011) 11.20 Gogglebox 1.30 
The 2016 Billboard Music Awards 3.20 
Gogglebox 4.10 Rude(ish) Tube 4.35 
Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 Marmaduke (2010) 1.00 Ice Age: 
Continental Drift (2012) 2.45 Tooth Fairy 
(2010) 4.50 Sister Act (1992) 6.50 The 
Golden Compass (2007) 9.00 The Mortal 
Instruments: City of Bones (2013) A 
teenager discovers she is part of a race 
of magical beings tasked with defending 
the world from demons. Fantasy 
adventure, with Lily Collins. 11.35 
Wanted (2008) Action adventure, starring 
James McAvoy and Angelina Jolie. 1.45 
Chronicle (2012) Sci-fi thriller, starring 
Dane DeHaan. 3.30 Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV MAY 29 25 


CHOICE 



Top Gear 
(BBC2,8pm) 

New series. The motoring show 
returns with new hosts Chris 
Evans and Matt LeBlanc, 
featuring test drives, spectacular 
stunts and reports on the latest 
models. Joining the new 
presenters are commentator 
Eddie Jordan, world record- 
breaking German racing driver 
Sabine Schmitz, renowned 
motoringjournalist Chris Harris, 
car reviewer and TV presenter 
Rory Reid, and of course, the 
Stig. Things get under way as 
Chris takes the Dodge Viper ACR 
to the home of Top Gun in 
Nevada to battle it out against 
Sabine, who is behind the wheel 
of a Chevrolet Corvette Z06. 

Matt LeBlanc tackles the wilds 
of Morocco in the Ariel Nomad, 
before returning to British soil to 
take on Evans in a gruelling UKv 
USA challenge. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Wanted Down Under. (R) 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 3.00 Lose Weight for 
Love. (R) 4.00 Nature’s Epic Journeys. 
(R) 5.00 Points of View. 5.15 Songs of 
Praise. 5.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 
6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. John Craven races a 
hill-runner to the summit of 
Snowdon, and meets volunteers 
trying to save the area’s osprey. 
Anita Rani puts on her wetsuit for 
a spot of in-land surfing, and Joe 
Crowley meets an artist whose 
work has dominated the 
Snowdonia landscape. Plus, Tom 
Heap meets campaigners from 
both sides of the EU Referendum 
debate, asking David Cameron and 
Boris Johnson why “rural Britain” 
should vote with them. Including 
Weather For The Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona 
Bruce and the team return to 
Tredegar House near Newport. 
Among the finds are a locket that 
was a gift from Queen Victoria, a 
device used for creating tattoos, a 
classic car, a cigar cutter 
commemorating the opening of 
the Newport transporter bridge, 

19th-century advertisements for 
public executions, a versatile tiara 
and a miniature font with a sad 
history. (R) 

9.00 Wallander. The detective 

investigates when a body is found 
half-buried in a swamp, Visiting 
her home, Wallander discovers 
signs of an intruder and that the 
dead woman’s daughter is 
missing. The return of a lost love 
distracts him from the case at 
hand, as he encounters a gang of 
bikers that have been causing 
trouble in the area and begins to 
suspect he is being watched. 
10.30 BBC News. 

10.50Regional Programme. 

11.00 Room 101 - Extra Storage. 
Extended edition, with Des 
O’Connor, Adrian Chiles and 
Jameela Jamil discussing their pet 
hates. Last in the series. (R) 

11.40 Film: Grosse Pointe Blank. 

(1997) Black comedy drama, 
starring John Cusack. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.35 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.35 This Farming Life. (R) 8.35 
Countryfile. (R) 9.30 The Beechgrove 
Garden. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Tom Kerridge’s 
Proper Pub Food. (R) 12.30 Rowing 
World Cup. 2.30 Athletics: Diamond 
League. (R) 3.30 Gymnastics: Men’s 
European Championships. 

6.00 Golf: PGA Highlights. Hazel Irvine 
presents action from the final 
round of the BMW PGA 
Championship, the European Tour 
event taking place on the West 
Course at the Wentworth Club in 
Surrey. 

7.00 Rugby Union. England v Wales. 
Highlights of the friendly 
encounter at Twickenham, where 
the sides warmed up for their 
respective summer tours of 
Australia and New Zealand. 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. The 

motoring show returns with new 
hosts Chris Evans and Matt 
LeBlanc, with guest appearances 
by Jesse Eisenberg and Gordon 
Ramsay. 

9.00 Battle of Jutland: The Navy’s 
Bloodiest Day. Dan Snow marks 
the 100th anniversary of the Battle 
of Jutland, which ended in an 
inconclusive result, but may have 
been crucial to the eventual 
outcome of the First World War. 
10.05Ql XL. Stephen Fry invites David 
Mitchell, Sue Perkins and Sami 
Shah to join regular panellist Alan 
Davies as he meanders about 
some places that start with the 
letter M. (R) 

10.35 Stupid Man, Smart Phone. 

Russell Kane and singer- 
songwriter Conor Maynard try to 
survive the dense, unforgiving 
Costa Rican jungle, using only 
their smartphones as survival aids. 
11.25 Flat TV. New series. Comedy 
following the exploits of two TV- 
obsessed slackers, beginning as 
the duo anxiously await the 
delivery of a parcel. Starring Tom 
Rosenthal and Naz Osmanoglu. 

11.45 Later - with Jools Holland. 
Extended edition, featuring 
performances by the Last 
Shadow Puppets, Bonnie 
Raitt, Ballake Sissoko and Vincent 
Segal, Nao, Dinosaur Jr and 
Zucchero. (R) 

12.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.45 
Holby City. (R) 2.45 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 

7.45 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 8.00 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Griff’s Great Britain. (R) 
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 11.55 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 

R) 2.05 Britain’s Got Talent: Live Final. 

R) 4.35 Midsomer Murders. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Where Are They Now? The 
Reunions. Stars of TV, films and 
the music industry reassemble the 
acts that helped them find fame, 
including the Bay City Rollers, 
Musical Youth, East 17 and cast of 
the Oxo advertisements. 

8.00 The British Soap Awards 2016. 
The stars of some of the nation’s 
favourite shows gather at 
London’s Hackney Empire Theatre 
to celebrate some of soap-land’s 
most dynamic plotlines of the past 
year. The casts of Coronation 
Street, Doctors, EastEnders, 
Emmerdale and Hollyoaks all 
assemble to discover who will be 
going home with one of the 15 
covetted awards, as voted for by 
members of the viewing public. 
Over the past 12 months, Britain’s 
soaps have dealt with everything 
from Stacey’s post-partum 
psychosis in EastEnders to bad- 
boy Callum’s murder in a live 
episode of Coronation Street, the 
unmasking of Hollyoaks’ notorious 
Gloved Hand Killer, and yet 
another air crash in Emmerdale. 
Philip Schofield presides as a 
parade of famous faces hand out 
the trophies, which include gongs 
for the Best Actor and Actress, 
Villain of the Year, Best Newcomer, 
Scene of the Year and Best On 
Screen Partnership. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Perspectives: The Great 
American Love Song with Nicky 
Campbell. The broadcaster 
reveals his passion for the music 
of 1920s and 1930s New York, 
choosing six timeless love songs 
from the era. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

7.05 Monaco Historic Grand Prix 2016. 

8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 

Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 

Film: Step Up 2: The Streets. (2008) 

Drama, starring Briana Evigan. 2.25 

George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

3.25 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

4.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

5.30 Channel 4 News. 5.45 Formula 1: 

Monaco Grand Prix Highlights. 

8.00 Yeti: Man, Myth or Beast? 
Scientist Mark Evans enlists the 
aid of an international team of 
geneticists as he sets out to 
determine, once and for all, 
whether there is a rational 
explanation for the legendary 
Tibetan yeti. Mark’s investigation 
centres on two competing 
theories, the first being that the 
“Abominable Snowman” is in fact 
a species of “human” marginalised 
by the rise of homo sapiens, the 
other stating that the yeti is some 
form of previously undiscovered 
bear. Renowned mountaineer 
Reinhold Messner - who claims to 
have encountered a yeti - weighs 
in on the subject, subscribing to 
the latter theory, while Professor 
Rasmus Neilsen shares his 
research into the Denisovans, a 
long-lost species of human with 
DNA connections to modern 
Tibetans, which may have inspired 
Himalayan folktales of “wild men” 
who would later become known as 
“yetis”. 

9.00 Channel 4’s Comedy Gala 2016. 

So You Think You’re Funny 2012 
winner Aisling Bea, The Last Leg’s 
Josh Widdicombe and Alex 
Brooker, former Harry Potter actor 
Warwick Davis and Channel 4’s 
very own “Chatty Man” Alan Carr 
are among the comedy stars 
taking part in the seventh annual 
Comedy Gala at London’s 02 
arena. Also taking to the stage this 
year are Charlie Baker, Kevin 
Bridges, Nathan Caton, Hal 
Cruttenden, Rob Beckett, Joel 
Dommett, Kerry Godliman, Lee 
Nelson, Russell Kane, Sean Lock, 
Shappi Khorsandi, Seann Walsh, 
Tom Allen and Zoe Lyons, along 
with musician Jake Bugg. As ever, 
all profits from ticket and DVD 
sales of Gala will go to Great 
Ormond Street Hospital Children’s 
Charity. 

11.30 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

12.30 Film: The Two Faces of January. 

(2014) 2.05 Come Dine with Me. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.10 Pets. 7.15 Noddy in 
Toyland. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 
Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
8.05 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.45 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 9.00 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 
Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 10.55 
Now That’s Funny I (R) 11.55 Film: Holy 
Man. (1998) 2.05 Film: Bride Wars. 
(2009) 3.50 Film: The Princess Diaries. 
( 2001 ) 

6.00 Kitten’s Got Talent. Internet clips 
of cats performing physical feats 
or demonstrating lightning 
reactions, sporting and athletic 
skills, super intelligence or 
bravery. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Sri Lanka. 
Highlights from the third day of the 
second Test in a three-match 
series, which takes place at 
Emirates Durham International 
Cricket Ground. 

8.00 Egypt: Secrets of the Sphinx. 

Experts in various fields share 
their theories on the Great Sphinx 
of Giza, while CGI is used to 
recreate what the giant statue 
would have looked like when it was 
originally built. 

9.00 Film: Hercules. (2014) Premiere. 
The son of a Greek god is sold into 
slavery by his evil stepfather, but 
escapes to reclaim his rightful 
kingdom. Mythological adventure, 
with Kellan Lutz and Gaia Weiss. 
Includes 5 News at 10pm. 

11.00 League One Final: Football 
League Tonight. Walsall or 
Barnsley v Millwall or Bradford 
City. George Riley and Kelly Cates 
present action from the League 
One play-off final at Wembley 
Stadium. 

11.45 Film: Crank: High Voltage. (2009) 
A hitman pursues a mobster who 
took his heart and replaced it with 
a machine that requires constant 
charging up. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Jason Statham and Amy 
Smart. 

1.25 SuperCasino. 3.10 The KKK: Behind 
The Mask. (R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 4.50 Nick’s Quest. (R) 5.45 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Playing Beethoven’s Fifth 7.45 
Mozart Uncovered 8.00 Ballrooms and 
Ballerinas: Dance at the BBC 9.00 
Coldplay Live at Radio 1 ’s Big Weekend 
10.00 Biggest Band Break Ups and Make 
Ups 11.00 Damien Hirst and Jeff Koons 
Side by Side: The Interview 11.30 The 
Last Journey of the Magna Carta King 
12.30 World War Two: 1945 & the 
Wheelchair President 2.00 Going Going 
Gone: Nick Broomfield’s Disappearing 
Britain 3.00 Ballrooms and Ballerinas: 
Dance at the BBC 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

I. 35 The Hot Desk: Caroline Flack 1.45 
Film: Beethoven (1992) 2.50 FYI Daily 

2.55 Film: Beethoven (1992) 3.35 Film: 
The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 
(2004) 4.35 FYI Daily 4.40 Film: The 
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie (2004) 

5.20 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.20 
FYI Daily 6.25 Film: Despicable Me 
(2010) 7.10 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: 
Armed and Fabulous (2005) 8.10 FYI 
Daily 8.15 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: 
Armed and Fabulous (2005) 9.30 Love 
Island: We Know What You Did Last 
Summer 10.00 Family Guy 12.00 
American Dad! 12.55 The Cleveland 
Show 1.50 Safeword 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.20 Foyle’s War 2.20 Film: Columbo: 
Swan Song (1974) 4.30 Film: Doc 
Hollywood (1991) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 
Film: Doc Hollywood (1991)6.30 
Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Lewis 10.05 
Film: Good Will Hunting (1997) 11.10 
FYI Daily 11.15 Film: Good Will Hunting 
(1997) 12.45 Secret Smile 2.05 Blue 
Murder 2.55 May the Best House Win 

4.40 On the Buses 5.05 Judge Judy 
ITV4 

10.05 Film: Police Academy (1984) 

10.55 Film: The Chronicles of Riddick 
(2004) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 Film: The 
Chronicles of Riddick (2004) 1.15 Minder 

2.20 Tommy Cooper 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 Film: Rio 
(2011) 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 11.00 The Inbetweeners 12.10 
Gogglebox 2.15 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.00 New Girl 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 The Lost World (1960) 1.00 
Parental Guidance (2012) 3.05 Catch 
That Kid (2004) 4.50 Big (1988) 6.55 
Field of Dreams (1989) 9.00 RoboCop 
(2014) 11.20 Law Abiding Citizen (2009) 

1.40 Damsels in Distress (2011) 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Class of 92, ITV, 10.15pm 

Documentary telling the story of six of Manchester 
United’s most successful players - David Beckham, 
Nicky Butt, Ryan Giggs, Paul Scholes and Phil and 
Gary Neville. The film follows their rise from playing for 
the club’s youth team to forming part of a squad that 
would win the European Cup. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Columbo: Any Old Port in a Storm, ITV, 11.10pm 

A vineyard owner’s financial security is jeopardised 
when his playboy younger brother threatens to sell the 
family winery. He resorts to killing his sibling and 
rigging the death scene to look like a scuba-diving 
accident. However, the crumpled cop sees through 
the ruse and in the process reveals he is something 
of a wine buff himself. Detective drama, with Peter 
Falk, Donald Pleasence and Julie Harris. (1973) 



WEDNESDAY 

Stranger in the House, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. A young woman suspects her scheming 
step-mother of murdering her father to get her hands 
on her inheritance. Thriller, starring Emmanuelle 
Vaugier and Jordana Largy. (2016) 

THURSDAY 

Le Week-End, Channel 4,9pm 

A couple decide to celebrate their 30th anniversary in 
Paris, where they spent their honeymoon, in the hope 
that returning to the site of happier times will revive 
the failing relationship. The holiday leads to an 
encounter with a prosperous old friend, who invites 
them to a dinner party that changes their outlook on 
life. Romantic comedy drama, starring Jim Broadbent, 
Lindsay Duncan and Jeff Goldblum. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Fright Night, BBC1,11.55pm 

A teenager realises his new neighbour is a vampire, 
but cannot convince anyone of the danger they are in. 
He turns to a foul-mouthed magician with a horror- 
themed Las Vegas show to help him slay the 
bloodsucker before he murders the entire 
neighbourhood. Comedy horror remake, with Anton 
Yelchin and Colin Farrell. (2011) 


Looking at the benefits 
of the Welfare system 


A re single mothers receiving 
benefits living the life of Riley? 
Or is it more a case of living on 
the breadline? 

Single mum-of-two Myleene Klass 
is turning investigator for this new 
documentary in which she hopes to 
find out what parents on benefits are 
spending their cash on. 

Myleene is never far from the public 
eye as a TV presenter and performer, 
but sees being one of Britain’s two 
million single parents as her most 
important job. 

However, she struggles with a 
stigma she feels is attached to the 
single-mother status and looks to 
uncover why single mums feel like 
they get such a hard time. 

“When I read the headlines about 
single mums on benefits, living the 
high life, refusing to work, it makes 
me, like everyone else, furious. 

‘These stories do nothing to help 
the image of single parents 
everywhere, leaving [us] all feeling 
tarred with the same brush. 

“So I want to find out the truth 
behind the headlines.” 


Myleene starts her journey by 
speaking to ‘Welfare Queen’ Marie 
Buchan, an unemployed single 
mother of eight children who caused 
outrage when she publicly declared 
her £26,000 benefits weren’t enough. 

Marie says getting the benefits is a 
simple process: “You obviously have a 
baby, you send off the application 
form, birth certificate, they assess it 
and then you’ve got your money in 
your account. It is very easy.’” 

Next it’s onto Margate, where 
Myleene meets teen mum Becky. 

She says: “I got quite a lot of 
negative comments from everyone. 
They just called me dirty, disgusting. 

‘There was one incident where 
someone actually followed me home 
and were shouting and swearing at 
me, so I was running with the buggy 
because I don’t really want to get 
beaten up with my son.” 

Myleene also heads to North Wales 
to stay with 43-year-old single mother 
Rhiannon, who relies on state benefits 
after being made redundant and 
losing the family home shortly after 
her marriage broke down. 


She now looks after her trio of 
children and her grandmother in a 
rented house. 

“It’s a bridge for now,” she says. “You 
almost feel like it’s a failure. You get a 
little bit embarrassed about it.” 

Myleene takes Rhiannon to meet a 
group of single mothers called Single 
With Kids in the Delamere Forest. 

Rhiannon describes her 
experiences with the group as, ‘Like 
an epiphany.’ She says: “I’ve gone 
through that walk and come back and 
it’s like, ‘Yeah we’re single mums, and 
look what we do.’” 

There are 200,000 single dads 
raising their kids in Britain, and many 
of them also on rely on benefits. 

So with that in mind, Myleene visits 
Dad’s House, a charity where fathers 
get the chance to talk to other single 
dads. 

One father, Luke, tells her: “I hated 
myself for having to go to the job 
centre. People ask you, ‘How do you 
get your money?’When I say income 
support, ‘Oh, dole dosser scum.’ I 
don’t want to claim but I have no 
choice.” 



Myleene Klass: Single Mum on Benefits, Tuesday, ITV, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The Hollow Crown: The War of the Roses gave us a 
history lesson (of sorts), but now the BBC is turning 
its attention to Shakespeare’s most magical comedy, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. It’s been adapted by 
former Doctor Who showrunner Russell T Davies, 
but while he’s put his own stamp on it - and 
gathered an all-star cast including Matt Lucas, 

Maxine Peake and Bernard Cribbins - he assures us 
that he’s sticking to the Bard’s words. For those 
unfamiliar with the story, it opens in Athens, where 
dictator Theseus is planning to wed Hippolyta, a 
prisoner of war, and young Hermia is determined to 
escape a marriage to man she doesn’t love. 
Meanwhile, in the woods, trouble is brewing between 
the King and Queen of the fairies, while in the town, 
the leading man of a squabbling amateur theatre 
group is about to undergo a magical transformation. 

TUESDAY 

World War One Remembered: The Battle of 

Jutland 

BBC2, 7pm 

David Dimbleby looks back on the day’s events held 
to commemorate the Battle of Jutland, one of 
greatest sea battles in naval history. For one day in 



May 1916 the outcome of the First World War hung 
in the balance as 250 of Britain and Germany’s 
most powerful warships fought head to head in the 
North Sea. Today, 100 years on, The Duke of 
Edinburgh, together with the German President, 
lead the tributes to those who fought and 
remember the one in 10 sailors who lost their 
lives. 


WEDNESDAY 
Lose Weight for Love 
BBC1, 8pm 

Tanya Byron helps Bob and Jane, whose 
overeating and excessive drinking is making 
them so unhappy that it is threatening to 
drive them apart. Over the past few 
years, the couple have piled on the 
pounds through eating vast meals 
and drinking up to 25 bottles of wine 
a week, and Bob admits that he no 
longer finds his partner attractive. 

Tanya and her team separate the 
pair for 10 weeks, arranging for 
Jane to resolve a long-standing 
issue with her adult daughter, and 
introducing former semi- 
professional footballer Bob to the 
fun of exercise. 


Versailles 
BBC2, 9.30pm 

It’s not even aired in Britain yet, but this lavish 
period drama - which has previously been shown 
in France - is already whipping up controversy due 
to its sex scenes, with one MP questioning whether 
it’s the sort of thing the BBC ought to be 
showing. Now, UK viewers have the 
chance to see what all the fuss is about. 
Mixing historical and fictional characters, 
the drama begins in the France of 1667, 
where the young King Louis XIV 
(George Blagden) is determined to 
stamp his authority on court and 
country, but is all too aware of the 
legacy of The Fronde’, a series of 
civil wars which saw the nobility 
rebel against the crown. His 
plan to bring the rich to heel 
involves turning his father’s 
hunting lodge into Europe’s 
most magnificent chateau. 


THURSDAY 
Live International 
Football 

ITV, 7.30pm 

England v 


A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Monday, BBC1,8.30pm 


Portugal (Kick-off 7.45pm). Mark Pougatch presents 
all the action from both teams’ final friendly before 
Euro 2016, which comes from Wembley Stadium. 
Roy Hodgson will be keen to cast his eye over his 
side in a match environment one more time before 
selecting his team to face Russia a week on 
Saturday, and they are likely to face a difficult 
encounter against the Portuguese. Fernando 
Santos’ men have been handed what looks like one 
of the easier groups in France, and will be hopeful 
that they can go far, especially if talisman Cristiano 
Ronaldo is at his brilliant best. With analysis from 
Ian Wright and Lee Dixon. 

FRIDAY 

Fraud - How They Steal Your ID 
ITV, 9pm 

Criminals are increasingly procuring bank and credit 
card details from online customers, which are then 
freely traded on the so-called ‘dark web’. However, 
as this programme reveals, to succeed in doing this 
they must first get personal with their targets using 
a combination of data hacks, spam e-mail and 
malware - often coupled by posing as inquisitive 
bank staff via telephone calls. With reference to 
true-life occurrences, this programme outlines the 
various techniques used to swindle account holders 
of their cash. Narrated by Shaun Dooley. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• W: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• M: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


0,000 

Installations J 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 


ALL AVAILABLE 

AT AMAZING 


PRICES 



C0**r>rt4T 


SAMSUNG 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 

Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


17 Banner Street, Cradley Heath, B63 2SL 

Tel 01384 413590 



CALL FREE NOW 0800 233 5688 

07545 631731 


www.ecopipeheating.com 

info@ecopipeheating.com . 

ALL AREAS COVERED 



All boilers available 
from 






















































thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.379 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letters) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

w 

3 

P 

4 

z 

5 

L 

6 

R 

7 

E 

8 

B 

9 

J 

10 

C 

ii 

G 

12 

Y 

13 

D 

14 

1 

15 

X 

16 

H 

17 

o 

18 

Q 

19 

T 

20 

A 

21 

s 

22 

N 

23 

K 

24 

V 

25 

M 

26 

u 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Point to a tree from 
the window (4) 

3. The parson’s 
address (8) 

8. Sound as a bell (4) 

9. Encouraging 
applause? (8) 

11. Bet the flag will, 
sometimes (4,1,7) 

13. Strange desire to 
settle somewhere 
( 6 ) 

14.1 am in a rage, it 
appears (6) 

17. Educated 

postman? (3,2,7) 

20. Hip seams split by 
stress (8) 

21. Still not excited (4) 

22. Gives some 
support for regular 
girlfriends (8) 

23. Stupefy in a most 
unusual fashion (4) 


Down 

1. His paper might be 
valuable (8) 

2. Has no bite? (7) 

4. Expire, though once 
healthy (6) 

5. Choose to speak to 
the voters (10) 

6. The very best from 
France (5) 

7. Excavates lodgings 
(4) 

10. This fight will be 
very close (4-2-4) 

12. Yet he may be a 
queen! (8) 

15. A nice tax might 
produce it, but it 
wouldn’t be right (7) 

16. Fish for position, we 
hear (6) 

18. It brought to notice 
the gravity of the 
world situation (5) 

19. They may be sweet 
to eat, or not! (4) 



Sudoku 
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1 
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5 

4 
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3 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Applaud (4) 

3. Trustworthy (8) 

8. Observe (4) 

9. Mark in degrees (8) 
11. White-hot (12) 

13. Reputation (6) 

14. Lethargy (6) 

17. Loving (12) 

20. Expulsion (8) 

21. Lake (4) 

22. Guardianship (8) 

23. Active (4) 


Down 

1. Persuade (8) 

2. Commodity (7) 

4. Merited (6) 

5. Token (10) 

6. Muscular strength (5) 

7. Level (4) 

10. Accompanying (10) 
12. Verdure (8) 

15. Tableland (7) 

16. Powerful (6) 

18. Mock-assault (5) 

19. Exploit (4) 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


Niner 


1. Of which country is Lusaka the capital? 

2. Who wrote the opera Sir John In Love in 
1929? 

3. What is the highest mountain in the 
Cairngorms? 

4. What type of creature is the 
mudskipper? 

5. By what name was Robert MacGregor 
better known? 


6. Which sport’s principal forms are 
strokeplay and matchplay? 

7. Who is the patron saint of Scotland? 

8. Which disease is also called Hansen’s 
disease? 

9. What is a saluki? 

10. Which country’s all-woman team won 
the three-day event at the 1994 World 
Equestrian Games? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Lady Helen Taylor; 2 Iraq; 

3 Burmese; 4 Yin and Yang; 5 Rio Grande; 
6 Stendhal; 7 Mo Mowlam; 8 E Nesbit; 

9 Anglican; 10 Stentor. 

Niner: ADVERSITY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


14628 gives a modern vessel, 
371129 gives an old vessel, 
173556 gives a stretch of water. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Greasepaint; 9 Tirades; 

10 Still; 11 Nylon; 12 Russian; 13 Answer; 15 
Brogue; 18 Elector; 20 Least; 22 Sepia; 23 Aspi¬ 
rin; 24 Bespattered. Down: 2 Rural; 3 Andante; 

4 Ensure; 5 Asses; 6 Nailing; 7 Stand at ease; 8 
Clandestine; 14 Steeple; 16 Relapse; 17 Truant; 
19 Tramp; 21 Agree. QUICK - Across: 1 Applica¬ 
tion; 9 Abandon; 10 Niece; 11 Ennui; 12 Elegant; 
13 Enrage; 15 Scheme; 18 Sultana; 20 Lilac; 

22 Rapid; 23 Asiatic; 24 Secret agent. Down: 2 
Plain; 3 Lodging; 4 Cancel; 5 Tense; 6 Overawe; 

7 Tape measure; 8 Weathercock; 14 Relapse; 16 
Calling; 17 Vacant; 19 Adder; 21 Latin. 


HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 


KYLEOF LOCHALSH BY TRAIN ■ WARNER STUDIO TOUR ■ FOLKESTONE & CROSS 
ISLE OF SKYE i STRATHSPEY STEAM I Making of Harry Potter ■ CHANNEL CRUISE TO 0STEND 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


WHATS ON! 

4 JUN • BEAMISH GEORGIAN FAIR 

11 JUN . QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CRUISE b WINDSOR 

^ 11 JUN, 6 AUG . BOND IN MOTION 

r m 25 JUN • CHATSWORTH FLORABUNDANCE 

R 4 25 JUN, 6 AUG • MUHAMMAD ALI EXHIBITION 

r| k 9 JUL • HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW • FI GRAND PRIX 

W A 16JUL, 10SEP .EXHIBITIONISM-ROLLINGSTONES 

\ m AUG . EDINBURGH TATTOO (MANY DATES) 

15 AUG .SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 

LOTS MORE EVENTS... 28 AUG .TALL SHIPS REGATTA 

travelstyletours.co.uk 


POLAR BEARS, PENGUINS 
& KINGDOM OF ICE 



5 DAYS £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 


5 DAYS FROM £259.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mactays/Gaive Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 


2/3 DAYS 




2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 
of UK's only Polar Bears & The Deep Kingdom of Ice! 

W3MMEMM 



4/5 DAYS FROM £249.95 

3/4 NIGHTS B&B Inter Hotel, Paris Est Rosny 
i Includes 2 day hopper ticket < Approx. 8 hour discovery visit in Paris (5 days only) 



5 DAYS FROM £219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
* Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 


You May Also Like: Isle oQ Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 



I WORLD OF 

MOBILITY 


COOTERS from £595 
USED SCOOTERS from £300 
RISER RECLINERS from £495 
STAIRLIFTS from £1,200 
WHEELCHAIRS from £110 


Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call 
A 4 OQ/I 07Q0C0 OPENMON-SAT 
V 1 004 O i Olfavfa FREE PARKING at rear 


V 


We offer excellent customer service and aftercare on all our products. 


J 



PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 

fifaa gTnYiO 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 




Playhouses, Summer 
Houses and all types of 
fence panels and bays 

Fitted, delivered 
and erected 

SPECIAL OFFER 
6x5 0|P only £15 





Open 7 days a week 

07920885774 
or01384 24 09 56 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster 
A phone call!!! 


Scrap cars 

REMOVED FOR 


FREE 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, May 26, 2016 













































































































































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, May 26, 2016 



eating out 


“thefastticket 


Garlic mushrooms on ciabatta bread 


Tomato and basil linguine with veg 


A good tradition - The Horns Inn, Rugeley 



Trying new pubs can be risky but at 
Horns you'll be inn for a real treat 


EXPLORING new pubs is always 
risky but our minds were instant¬ 
ly put at ease on entering The 
Horns Inn. 

But before going inside, we had a 
quick peek outside. If you’re going for 
a day out at Cannock Chase or simply 
venturing a little further afield for 
some good nosh, this is the pub to wind 
up at. 

Based on the edge of Rugeley, in Slitting 
Mill and a five-minute walk from The Chase, 
the pub sits next to a fishing pond and has 
a handy bus stop for those who don’t drive 
and ample parking for those who do. And 
so we entered. Refurbished back in 2014, 
everything still looks fresh and clean - no 
sticky floors or ‘old pub’ smell in this place. 

The interior has a trendy, yet traditional 
feel. The mismatched chairs, wooden tables, 


By Louise Rouvray 


exposed brick walls, stone fireplace and 
firewood make for a rustic and relaxed feel. 
It may sound olde-worlde, but the stone- 
coloured walls, new wooden flooring and 
modern lighting gives the place a refreshing 
21st century air. 

Within five minutes of us being seated 
and we had already had a good look at 
the menu. I went for the pan fried but¬ 
ton mushrooms in a garlic and herb sauce 
served with ciabatta to start, while my fi¬ 
ance opted for the fresh homemade soup of 
the day - butternut squash. 

For the mains, which arrived promptly. 
I’d gone for freshly prepared linguine with 
tomato and basil sauce, while my fiance 
had chosen the 21-day aged lOoz sirloin 
steak, cooked medium rare (as requested) 
and served with grilled tomato, mushroom, 


peas and homemade chips. The chips here 
are to die for - literally like going to a soft, 
potato heaven with well-seasoned skinned 
pearly gates. 

Being a vegetarian, unfortunately I 
couldn’t taste test his mains, but he assured 
me the steak was tender and not too greasy. 

Positive 

He sliced through it easily enough, with 
about the right amount of chewiness/tough¬ 
ness and made contended grunting noises 
throughout - all in all, a very positive re¬ 
sponse. 

My linguine was perfectly cooked - the 
pasta breaking easily in my mouth, but 
retaining a firm texture. The tomato sauce 
took me back to our recent trip to Italy, 
sipping wine in the sun and consuming 
enough pasta to fill a crater. Sliced cour¬ 
gettes, onions and peppers really brought 


out the simple, yet very scrumptious basil 
and tomato sauce. We had been aiming for a 
pudding, but I was filled to the brim. 

Two starters, two mains and three drinks 
came in at £50.90, which some may consider 
a tad pricey, but put the quality (and quan¬ 
tity) of food on a set of scales with money 
on the other side and I’d say you have a 
fairly balanced load. Plus I must add my 
other half went for one of the most expen¬ 
sive things on the menu (as ever) - the lOoz 
sirloin steak, which was £18.95 - whereas 
most mains range from £9.95 to £12.95. 

The pub also caters for all alcoholic 
tastes. Alongside a selection of ales, cider 
and wine, it’s a gin lover’s paradise with 
more than 48 artisan options and there’s 
even a whiskey snug to settle into for a 
more cosy night out. I can safely say we will 
be back for a tipple or two, plus I need to try 
out their bean burger. 



1 


HIGH 


QUALITY 


BUDGET 


COST 


Sale 






All display models at 
reduced cheap prices 


Sheds from £199 




Mil 


Feather Edge Panels LAP Panels 

6ft x 6ft.£18 6ft x 6ft.£17 

6ft x 5ft.£17 6ft x 5ft.£16 

6ft x 4ft.£16 6ft x 4ft.£15 

Concrete Gravel Boards...£8.50 
Concrete Post 8ft.£10 

TRADE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 


trade & public 


We a]|o stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards 

►Shljab »&*Summer houses, Unit 4, Stallings Lane DY6 7LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 




















































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Five-bedroomed 
individual style 
split-level self-build 

Built in the 1970s, 6b Prospect Road, Lower Gornal, 
is a five-bedroomed individual style self-build, which 
is generally described as a split-level bungalow or a 
house. 

It is for sale through Swinscoes at £249,950. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “Although 
unique in design, it suits the area and particularly the 
street ‘Prospect Road’ very well, which hosts a selection 
of characterful individual style houses which are only 
a couple of minutes’ walk into Gornal Village - ideal for 
someone who is looking for a convenient location, as 
well as something a little out of the ordinary. 

The split-level accommodation has the living space 
including lounge, kitchen, shower room and a reception 
room on the first floor and has four further bedrooms 
downstairs. 

There are well laid out and low maintenance gardens 
to the rear and stretching to the side of the property. 

It also has a balcony overlooking the garden from the 
lounge taking full advantage of the fantastic views. 

The spokesman added: “Although some 
improvements have been made, the property has 
much more potential to further improve the house 
cosmetically, or even extend to the side - subject to 
relevant planning permissions - if so required by a 
purchaser. 

“Essentially, the property offers the space and the 
scope for somebody to create their ideal home and 
viewing is highly recommended.” 

Swinscoes are a local, independent, family-run 
estate agent that specialises in the sale of residential 
properties in Sedgley, Coseley, Wolverhampton, Dudley 
and the surrounding areas. 

Having had over 30 years experience selling property 
in the area coupled with its wealth of local knowledge, 
Swinscoes can provide an unparalleled, professional 
service with that personal touch. 

At Swinscoes estate agents, offering the highest level 
of customer service is one of their main objectives and 
biggest strengths. 

The spokesman added: “We maintain communication 
throughout the whole process of selling your home 
from start to finish. Our team in Sedgley have years of 
experience and an excellent track record of achieving 
sales.” 

The company director is Christine Swinscoe. Born and 
bred in Dudley, her career spans more than 40 years. 

Christine has many years’ experience in the industry, 
initially starting a letting agents company, then moving 
onto Payne Estates and then finally taking over the 
company, creating Swinscoes Estate Agents in 2005. 


LOWER GORNAL £249,950 



KEY FEATURES 

KEY FEATURES 

Built in the 1970s 

Five bedrooms 

Unique self build 

Few minutes walk to the village 

Convenient location 

Fantastic views 
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Scriven & Co* ....... ( Scriven & Co* 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 0121 4224011 



Est 1937 


Halesowen 



Middlefield Avenue 

* Link detached house 

* Lounge* Dining room 

* Conservatory* Breakfast room 

* Three bedrooms* Bathroom 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £239,950 


Halesowen 



Vicarage Road 

* Terraced house 

* Kitchen and lobby 

* Ground floor bathroom 

* Three bedrooms 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £110,000 


Oldbury 



Oakdale Road 

* Semi-detached house 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Downstairs wc and shower/wet room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Halesowen 





Hagley Road West 

‘Spacious family home 
‘Four bedrooms 
‘Through living room 
‘Breakfast room and kitchen 
‘Large garage 
‘Good sized rear garden 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £349,950 


Halesowen 



Kent Road 

* Ground floor flat 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 

* Private garden EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


Halesowen 



Lyttleton Avenue 

* Detached House in need of modernisation 

* Two reception rooms 

* Downstairs wc 

* Three bedrooms 

* Delapidated garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £175,000 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 








Brett Young Close 

* Second floor flat 

* Open plan living space with kitchen area 

* Two bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Allocated parking EPC=B 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


Beaumont Road 

* Two bedroom terraced house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Ground floor bathroom & first floor shower 
room 

* Rear garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Blackberry Lane 

* A detached family house with four bedrooms 
(Principal bedroom with en-suite) * Open 
aspect at rear * Lounge, dining room and 
study * Fitted kitchen with host of appliances, 
utility room 

* Double garage, Gardens EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £385,000 


Park Road 

* Link detached bungalow * Two 
bedrooms and bathroom * Lounge, kitchen 
and side garage * Enclosed elevated rear 
garden. * Situated on main bus route to 
Halesowen and Stourbridge Town Centres 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Lodge Close 

* A spacious four bedroom detached 
house. * Desirable location and enclosed 
gardens.* Two en-suites, house bathroom. 

* Lounge, dining room and study.* Fitted 
kitchen leading to conservatory. * Double 
garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £550,000 


Oak Road 

* Dining room * Living room 

* Former garage/family room 

* Kitchen and utility 

* Bedroom two with en-suite 

* Four further bedrooms 

* Family bathroom 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £325,000 


Quinton 


Halesowen 


Brierley Hill 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 








High Street 

* Terraced House 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Well appointed bathroom 

* Rear garden 

* No chain EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £169,950 


Newbury Close 

* A Tastefully Presented Detached House 

* Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast room 

* Dining Room * Lounge Leading 

to Conservatory * Principal bedroom with 
en-suite * Three further bedrooms 

* Private Gardens * Garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £269,950 


Victoria Road 

* End Terraced House * Three storey 

* Lounge * Fitted cloakroom 

* Three bedrooms * En-suite * Garage 

* Enclosed gardens 

* Gas boiler heating radiators 

* Double glazed windows EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £130,000 


Lutley Avenue 

* Living room and sitting room 

* Conservatory 

* Kitchen and utility 

* Three bedrooms* Bathroom 

‘Loft space * Good-sized rear garden 
EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Hambleton Road 

* Semi detached with Garage 

* Kitchen/Dining room & Living room 

* Conservatory * Three bedrooms 

* Well appointed bathroom with shower cubicle 

* Popular residential location EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Lusbridge Close 


Detached house situated in cul-de-sac 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Utility 

* Two reception rooms and conservatory 

* Four bedrooms (one with en-suite) 

* Garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £270,000 


Halesowen 


Romsley 


Halesowen 


Birmingham B32 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 



■fit 







Oaklands Court 

Spies Lane 

* Second floor flat 

* Living room * Two bedrooms 

* Communal parking 

* Communal gardens EPC=C 

Offers in excess of £110,000 


Dark Lane 

* Impressive Detached Bungalow 

* Principal Bedroom with Ensuite * Two Further 
Bedrooms & Shower Room 

* Lounge, Dining Room * Fitted Kitchen, Utility 
Sun Lounge * Double Garage, Landscaped 
Gardens EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £550,000 


Hagley Road 

* Self contained flat 

‘Main accommodation on first floor 

* Two bedrooms 

* Allocated parking space 

* Close to bus stop and shops 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £114,950 


Parkside 

* Semi-detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Shower room 

* Rear garden 

* Garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £129,950 


Wolverhampton Road 

* Detached House 

* Living room and dining room 

* Kitchen and breakfast room 

* Conservatory * Five bedrooms 

* Garage 

* Extensive rear garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £359,950 


Gower Road 

* Brand New Detached Family House 

* Master Bedroom with Ensuite, 3 Further 
Bedrooms * Open Plan Kitchen, Dining 
Area, Breakfast Area * Living Room, Study, 
Utility * Good-Sized Gardens, Side Garage 
EPC=B 

£450,000 


Birmingham B17 


Stourbridge 


Dudley 


Oldbury 


Halesowen 


Rowley Regis 




Peter Bennett Close 

Court Oak Road 

* First floor apartment for occupation of the 
elderly * Living room with balcony 

* Two bedrooms * Bathroom 

* Communal gardens 

* Communal offroad parking EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £70,000 




Plotl Yard ley Street 

* Brand New Detached House 

* Principal Bedroom with Ensuite, Two Further 
Bedrooms * Quality Fitted Kitchen with Host of 
Appliances/Dining Room * Lounge Opening to 
Good-Sized Gardens EPC=B 
£207,500 


Swan Street 

* Large end terrace house 

* Downstairs wc 

* Re-fitted kitchen/breakfast room 

* Lounge and dining room 

* Three bedrooms * Bathroom 

* Additional plot of land EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £135,000 


Alexandra Court 

Penncricket Lane 

* Ground floor purpose built flat 

* Two bedrooms, bathroom 

* Lounge * Fitted kitchen with oven hob and 
extractor * Allocated parking space 

* Communal gardens EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £75,000 



Spiral Close 

* First floor flat 

* Double bedroom 

* Ideal first time buy 

* Lounge & dining area 

* Communal gardens 

* Off road parking EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £68,500 


LAND 
FOR SALE 


BUILDING PLOTS Adjoining 

21 Woolpack Close 

An opportunity to acquire two residential 
building plots with planning permission for two 
detached houses with three and four bedrooms. 

Offers in the region of £65,000 


RICS 


Member of 


Agency Network 


A member of 


^ Scriven*co*uk 











































PROPERTY 




Luxury top-floor apartment ideal as buy-to-let 


A well presented two-bedroomed 
luxury top-floor apartment in a 
popular location, 24 Purlin Wharf, 
Netherton, would make a great 
buy-to-let or investment purchase. 

It is for sale through The Property 
Shop at £94,950. 

The smartly presented 
accommodation has Karndean 
flooring throughout and briefly 
comprises of an entrance hall, light 


NETHERTON 

£94,950 


and comfortable lounge, master 
bedroom with en suite, second 
bedroom, modern fitted kitchen 
with light coloured units and 
complementary working surfaces, 
splash-back tiling and wood-effect 
flooring. 


There is also a bathroom with a 
modern white suite. 

The property is decorated in 
neutral shades and has allocated 
off-road parking. The agents stress 
that this apartment really needs to 
be viewed to be appreciated. 

For further information contact The 
Property Shop on 01384 456022 or 
visit www.thepropertyshop.co.uk 


Modernised 
home would 
be perfect for 
young family 

LOWER GORNAL 
£157,000 »> 


Situated in a quiet cul-de- 
sac just off The Straits, this 
beautifully presented three- 
bedroomed semi-detached 
home is in the sought after 
address of The Alley, Lower 
Gornal. 

It is close to the village 
and popular schools. It is for 
sale through Swinscoes at 
£157,000. 

The property has had a full 
make-over, modernising the 
internal accommodation. It 
comprises an entrance into a 
side lobby, hallway, breakfast 
kitchen, lounge, three good 
size bedrooms and bathroom. 

There is a single size integral 
garage, new drive and a rear 
garden. This property is ideal 
for first time buyers or those 
with a young family. Contact 
Swinscoes on 01902 672274 
or visit www.swinscoes.co.uk 



Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



COVENTRY, Underhill Close£1 ,300 pcm+Fees 

A great opportunity to rent this well presented modern 4 bedroom detached 
property in the sought after location of Finham/parish of Bagington area, current 
ofsted grade: Outstanding on January 21st 2015. This double glazed, gas central 
heated house has entrance hall, cloakroom, large lounge, fitted kitchen with 
integrated appliances, 4 good size bedrooms with 1 en-suite shower, 3 with fitted 
wardrobes, family bathroom, garage, driveway & low maintenance garden. EPC: 




HALESOWEN, Meadowbrook Road£775 pcm+FeesI 
Large 3 bed mucklow style semi-detached property features: 21 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, 1 single,! 
bathroom with shower, garage (storage only), private rear! 
garden, driveway parking for multiple vehicles, gas central! 
heated and double glazed. Ideally located for Huntingtree and! 
Lutlev Primary School. EPC: TBC 


WITHYMOOR, Aldeford Drive£725 pcm-tfees 

Well presented semi detached house situated on this popular estate. 
Occupying a quiet cul de sac location. Featuring an attractive lounge with 
breakfast kitchen to the rear. To the 1 st floor there are 3 bedrooms and a 
family bathroom, whilst to the outside there are gardens to front and rear. 
In addition, there is a garage and drive, and the property benefits from 
oas fired central heating and double glazing. Not to be missed! EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Mayfield Road£695 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished detached bungalow set in a quiet cul-de-sac 
in this very popular residential area close to schools and bus 
links. Featuring large lounge, fitted kitchen, 2 double & 1 large 
single bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing, front & 
rear gardens, garage. A property to be seen and appreciated. 
EPC: TBC 


BRIERLEY HILL, Hern Road£650 pcm+Fees 

A detached bungalow in this quiet popular location having a 
large lounge/dining area, fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, 
shower room, front & rear gardens, garage & large driveway 



WOLVERHAMPTON, Chelston Drive£650 pcm+Fees 
A 3 bedroom detached home located in a quiet cul de 
location and benefits gas central heating and double 
glazing. The accommodation briefly comprises a reception 
lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 3 
bedroon^arafleandjaveddrivewa^PCJB^^^ M 


CRADLEY HEATH, Surfeit Hill Road£645 pcm+Fees 
A fully refurbished semi-detached home, briefly comprising 
of: Large Lounge, modern fitted kitchen, shower bathroom, 
3 bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, driveway & 
aaraaejjiajtdrjc^ rear garden. EPC: C 


STOURBRIDGE, Queensway£625 pcm+Fees 

A really deceptive and extended 3 bedroom property close to local 
shops and schools. This fantastic home has recently been fully 
refurbished, including central heating system, kitchen, shower 
room, doors and carpets! You really do need to view to appreciate 
the amount of accommodation on offer; there is even a summer 
house in the garden! driveway, fore/rear gardens. EPC: TBC 




HAGLEY, Newlands Close £595 pcm+Fees 

A superb modern ground floor apartment located near to 
Hagley Village & situated close to motorway links, open 
plan lounge/ kitchen with appliances, double bedroom with 
fitted wardrobes and en-suite shower room & 1 large single 
bedroom, white bathroom suite, allocated parking, secure 

errtIY s^sten^oU^^Tiissed!^PC^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Portsdown Road£595 pcm+Fees 
A well presented 3 bedroom semi detached house in sought 
after area. The property is offered unfurnished and comprises 
of, hall, guest wc, lounge, fitted dining kitchen, 3 bedrooms 
and bathroom with shower, low maintenance rear garden 
dnvewa^n^a^entranieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PC: 


HALESOWEN, Bloomfield Street North£575 pcm+Fees 
Extremely well presented and surprisingly large end terrace with 
off road parking. Within walking distance to Halesowen, local 
bus routes and shops, comprises 2 bedrooms, nice lounge, 
attractive fitted diner/kitchen with white goods excluding 
washing machine, utility room, house bathroom with shower, 
a glonou^our^ar^ar^er^n^ate^nvewa^PCJ' 


feSIr 


HALESOWEN, Clifton Road £575 pcm+Fees 

A property not to be missed! Set within a quiet cul-de-sac, a lovely 
mid terraced property which is ideal for local shops, Rowley Regis 
Train Station and the M5 J2, comprising of: 2 double bedrooms 
with fitted wardrobes, good size lounge, modern kitchen, house 
bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas central heating, 
driveway Darkina for 3 cars, small rear aarden. EPC: D 



WOLLESCOTE, Oakfield Road£575 pcm+Fees 

• • A LONG TERM RENTAL PROPERTY## A really deceptive 3 
bedroom property close to local shops and schools. This fantastic 
home has been fully refurbished in the last 12 months. Featuring 
a spacious lounge, brand new fitted kitchen and bathroom. You 
really do need to view to appreciate the amount of accommodation 
on offer. Driveway and aaraae. enclosed rear aarden. EPC: D 


STOURBRIDGE, King William Street£575 pcm+Fees 
Refurbished mid terraced house close to town centre 
comprising of: 2 reception rooms, large kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing, downstairs 
bathroom with shower and a shared rear garden. A lovely 
property not to be missed! EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Cavalier Drive£550 pcm+Fees 

This beautifully presented and well looked after 1st floor 
apartment is centrally located to Halesowen, within easy reach 
of the town centre and local bus station. Featuring 2 bedrooms, 
large lounge with access to your own balcony, fitted kitchen, 
bathroom with shower, electric heating, double glazing, and 
parking for one car. A must see property. EPC: D 



ROWLEY REGIS, Beeches Road£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished mid terraced hcuse, ideally lecated for local 
shops, buses and train station. Briefly comprising of: Front 
lounge, fitted dining kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, shower 
room, gas central heating, maintenance free rear garden. 
EPC: D 


KIDDERMINSTER, Patin House£525 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom ground floor apartment set in a converted 
Victorian house comprising of: porch, lounge, fitted kitchen 
with appliances and granite work tops, double bedroom, fully 
tiled bathroom with shower, study, gas central heating (under 
floor heating to kitchen & bathroom) double glazing, communal 
gardens and allocated parking. Available Now! EPC: TBC 


DUDLEY, Southgate Way £499 pcm+Fees 

A stunning and spacious well presented furnished to suit 
1st floor apartment featuring 2 bedrooms, electric storage 
heating, double glazing, open plan living room with fitted 
kitchen, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking 
spaceWiewin^iighl^commende^PC^^^^ 



HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Ladysmith Road£495 pcm+Fees 
A mid terraced house in a sought after area for Colley Lane 
Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. This 
house features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, dining area, new downstairs shower room, 2 good size 
bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. 
EPC: TBC 


DUDLEY, Moncrieffe Close £450 pcm+Fees 

A top floor 1 bedroom flat available in the heart of Dudley 
comprising of lounge, fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom and 
bathroonnwiti^howei^llocate^arkin^gac^PC^^ M 


CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£440 pcm+Fees 
n the heart of Old Hill. A modern and spacious 2nd 
floor apartment, ideally situated for Old Hill train station and 
shopping in Cradley Heath. This apartment offers 1 double 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with washer/dryer, modern bathroom 
with shower, large lounge, 1 allocated parking space. An 
ofiportmit^ioU^^Tnissed^PC^^^^^^^^^ 
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Local Specialist^ 


ApplianceRepairs 


Carpentry 


EMifliQ 

and all White Goods 
"Don't go and 
buy a new one, 
get it repaired...” 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


I 


■Hi 




Blinds4Le$s 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 



D H Household 
Maintenance 


Odd jobs to full refits 
Guaranteed lowest prices 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Decorating 



Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available fTr 

Checka ade.com ■HBl 
01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 

MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 

Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

C Painters & 
s, Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Bishop & Son 

• Digger and Driver Hire 

• Experts in ground clearance 

• Drives, drainage & footings 

* e Ml 0138£’732043 

07736548877 

jfommyBjshapjghotmail.co.uk 


Driveways 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drivns • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Rod Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



* ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD* 


Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate *15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 
_ Halesowen B63 2QB _ 


Double Glazing 


Hark Country (Hazing 


Contact VS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 



'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/7 Cl £*ie/u24f> eJJfUUesit tuwxx&tuA, A A 
w w that euoWt cabt the. easUlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

UP www.blackcountryglazing.com m. 

Q «<jMWpWt.VS [FENSAj £ 


SCOTTS WINDOW 
AND DOOR REPAIRS 



Fencing 


: enclng ft Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Stava on 


91314 242891 or 97979 300586 



Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and ligl 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

r Free quotations a vaitable Over 20 years ’ experience 



Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk * 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Summer 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 1 

stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 


OFFICE: 0121 423 388310844 561 7244 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: f — 


mbelectric.ci 



Gas and Boiler Services 



& REPAIR 


BOILER REPAIR 
SPECIALIST 

• Landlord/Home-owner 
Gas Safety Checks • 

BOILER SERVICING AT 

UNBEATABLE PRICES 

For more info call Roger on: 

07974 653 770 01384 413446 

or visit website: 

www.blackcountryboilerrepairs.co.uk 

FERROLI VAILLANT 
i+Y Y*. WORCESTER MAIN 


IDEAL 

BAXI 


POTTERTON 
BIAS I 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC f 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

B 

E-mail us af... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Posffo... ^ 

HQ A I Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 0QB M 




































































































































Gardening 


Oven Cleaning 


Pets Comer 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

(fait (an, a, 'P^SS quote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



Captain 


oven clean 


Professional Oven Cleaning Service 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


fully insured ✓ 
amazing results ✓ 
no call out fee ✓ 
eco friendly chemicals ✓ 
no smell, mess or fuss ✓ 
we charge on the oven type... not how dirty it is ✓ 


• hobs • extractors 

• microwaves • aga’s 

• bbq’s • cookers 

• ranges • ovens 


Now Taking bookings for Spring / Summer 

• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Patios Jet Washed 


NOW laKII 



CHRIS BREARLEY 07972342217 


Roofing 


Please call: 0121 422 5818/07979 980951 


GENERAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

LAWNS AND HEDGE CUTTING 
REGULAR RELIABLE SERVICE 

FREE QUOTES • EST 17 YEARS 
CALL KEITH 0121 532 1143 / 07872 992732 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 



0121 559 6001 MOT 


•Fascias • Sot its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LE™ 

H Al RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et£ 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


| i-ast and friendly service from a family run 
_| business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


4 PETS WHO KNOW 
kUYy A GOOD THING! 


WE ARE A CAGE 
FREE SALON 


5* was such a relax¬ 
ing environment for my 
dogs, Dolly and Oscar! 
Thanks 

Kerry-Ann Wolohan 
(Facebook) 


Time to look^ 
cool with a 
10% DISCOUNT 
during May 
at Poshkutz 


Rc V 

look ^ 

_ i r First firm I havfi i isfirl Posh 


4 


First time I have used Posh 
Kutz for my dog Cane. 

Wish I had known about 
this place before! 

Beverley Smith 
(Facebook) 


f 217 High Street, Lye, DY9 8JX CallCary:01 384 891008/07557 648100 www.poshkutz.weebly.com 


O 


Property Maintenance 


liiUiiiB 




★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


giiii 


inai 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121 422 4116 / 07961 604632 


Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs 

Supply and fit or fit only 1994 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 . 
V*.—www.household-piumbing.co.uk ^ 




Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 


• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Cooker Repairs 

•Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Landlord 
Inspections 

• Family Run 
Business 


Q 



FREE QUOTES 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafe 1 .com 


Plumbing & Heating 


SMALL JOB SPECIALISTS 

> Bathrooms fitted^^ • Heating 

> Tiling systems 

> Electrics Boiler repairs 


Tel: 07470 010012 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 




dhpiustmrs 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 




To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 


Call us on... 

01902319590 


J B 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


JB 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 




Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, May 26, 2016 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST 

From Castlebridge Road 
since May 6, 20 month old 
female cat white with black 
and grey head, black and 
ginger markings on back, 
answers to Lucky. 

01902 634801. 


LOST—African Grey Parrot, grey 
with red tail, lost Wednesday 
May 18, Dudley Street, Bilston. 
07976 415550. 



Family 



I CANDY PUSCHAIR With 
grey/purple accessories inc 
umbrella and raincover £130. 
07876 742569 or 01746 761101. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER as new, 
never been used, folds to fit into car 
boot, cost £700, sell £350. 

Please call 07505 961634 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-X 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



SMALL TRAILER for sale, with lock- 
able lid, £155. 

07936 104136. 


★BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY* 
BOOT SALE 
8AM - 2PM 


B4176 Rabbit Run 
Between Dudley and Telford 
WV15 5LS 

★ www.bestbootsales.com ★ 



ABI STATIC CARAVAN 

Three bedroom, 35 x 10, Mid 
Wales, site fees included for 
2016, dog friendly. 

£3 800 

07922 351352 no texts. 


DELUXE STATIC CARAVAN 

DG, CH, sited on Porthmadog 
Holiday Park, near Beach, 
excellent facilities and enter¬ 
tainment, 2 bed, sleeps 6, 

£18,000. 

07825 338530. 


FIAT DUCATO MAXI 
APACHE SE 

6-berth with kitchen dinette, 
FSH, 7,000 miles. 

£38,000. 

07713 029904 
for more details. 


ELDIS VOGUE II two berth caravan, 
almost new awning, clean condi¬ 
tion. £875. 

01922 492321. 


FIAT DUCATO 
MOTORHOME 2.0 


Petrol and LPG, full MoT, 
45,000 miles, 2x3 berth, 
shower / toilet, full cooker, 
fridge, hot / cold water, all fully 
tested, good, clean condition. 


£4,500 ono 


07971 229109. 


KAMPA RALEIGH PRO 260, air 
awning, excellent condition, with 
ground sheet, rear poles, roof 
lining. £390. 07791 410295. 


SPRITE MUSKETEER EB 

2012,1 owner, 4 berth, 
many extras, lightweight, very 
good condition, attractive 
upholstery, 

PQ 

07775610823 



CARAVAN WANTED cash on pick 
up asap. Call me on 
07717 090817. 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 

07776373150 


TOURING CARAVAN WANTED, 

in need of repair, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Otd 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



FENDER RUBLE bass amp, Fender 
precision bass copy, Digitech bass 
chorus pedal, guitar leads. £280 
ono. 07756 676417. 

SINGER REQUIRED. Well estab¬ 
lished band, big pa, light show, gigs 
waiting, need lead singer any 
gender, style, tribute. 

Ring Paul 07811 865982. 



DAVINE EXERCISE BIKE excellent 
condition. £30 ono. Buyer to collect. 
0121 293 6133. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 
SET OF LEFT handed golf cubs, 
bag, trolley and water proofs etc. 
£100 the lot. 01902 679101. 



Exciting new exercise classes 
arriving near you soon! 

Email activeseniorsclass@gmail.com 

An opportunity to improve strength, 
balance and reduce falls risk - sessions 
to suit a range of abilities. 
Classes taken by two highly qualified 
exercise specialists with years of 
experience. We are trained to deal with 
a range of health and mobility problems. 
Listed with the ‘Register of 
Exercise Professionals’ 

Classes starting in Halesowen, 
Kingswinford, Sedgley, Hagley and 
Brierley Hill. 

Ring Kim or Angela on 
07512 546480 for more details 
and to book your FREE taster class. 

A not for profit organisation 



ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 29th 
May (also Bromsgrove every Fri) 
Next fair 5th June limited stalls 
available. EST 1979, Waverley. 
Next Book Fair Sunday 17th July. 
Home made refreshments avail¬ 
able (all venues). 0121 550 4123. 


markets 

V ___ 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 18th May 

07957 399964 


BESCOT 

SUNDAY MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


I-X 
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Home & 
Services 



BEDSTEAD AND MATTRESS 

black wrought iron, £45. 

Tub leather armchair. £5. 

01902 331155. 



FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
working order, £85 can deliver. 
07493 919511. 



FLYMO LARGE petrol mower, 18” 
cut, nice, clean condition. £110. 
07730 911855. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

BEDSTEAD AND MATTRESS 

black wrought iron, £20. 

01902 331155. 


GRAND HOUSE ENTRANCE 
GATES 12ft wide 8ft high 7-Tsquare 
section, ex-Kelton HallDevon. Best 
offers:Call for details 01902 842014 
TENT, 6-berth plus, top of the range, 
never used, in holdall, as brand 
new, £195.01902 341611. 

TWO OFF Cast Iron support 
columns, 2.3 mtr length, 580ml dia, 
nice condition, snot blasted, 
painted. £500 pair. 07938 545259. 



ALL GOLD 9CT UP TO £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 



ALL BRASS / COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 

MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted all conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Dinky, Corgi vehicles, any 
condition. 01902 745598. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



> 

service 

V_ 

AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS: FREE 

Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 




Gmx&Qszmx] 






v/sa| 





alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 

carpet & upholstery^ 

cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


LPORTwny 

'fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 bays of quality fencing, CLQC 
concrete posts, gravel boards t O # J 


Heavy duty panels supplied and fitted. 

6x6 H/D Treated panels £15.95 
6x5 Feather edge panels £18.95 
8 foot concrete posts £8.95 
12 inch x 6 foot grovel boards £7.95 


0121 531 5250/07866 137656 

StVnm 8 lTnJ,' 30pm /'DIUVERK 



GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


\ 

gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


\ 

house clearances 

V___ 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 


07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / 
decorators 


DECORATOR 



ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 


07957 346 059 


C.C. PAINTING & DECORATING 

best quotes around. OAPs 20% off. 
07874 814922 / 01902 632851. 


" > 

plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
SERVICES.For All Your Home 
Improvements. Over 30 Years 
Experience. 

Call Mark on 07741 770897. 


removals 

V ____ 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 



Stourbridge 

Removals 


IC#4-r 'L 


20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 

C Call John - 07802 876876 
office - 01562 640 640 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSELLS 
SKIP HIRE 


1 IT works! 


FOR ME 



Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 



roofing 


T L Fowkes Roofing 
& Building Solutions 

FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 
call or email 
07896 334 946 
t.fowkes@yahoo.co.uk 

Experts in all roofing and building aspects 
Including: 

• Flat roofing • GRP roofing • Slate and tile roofing 
»uPVC and all major building works 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

I X 


4 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BICHON FRISE cross Chihuahua 
(Chi-chons), adorable puppies, 
microchipped, flead and wormed to 
date, both parents can be seen. 
£400. 07572 687123. 

EIGHT WEEK OLD Kittens weaned 
and litter trained £20. 

01902 689992. 


TWO COCK BUDGERIGARS in 

large cage with stand, £50 ono. 
Must collect. 01902 754015. 


TWO BUDGIES in large cage with 
stand, £50 ono. 

Must collect. 

01902 754015. 



Express & Star 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 

HW95K .177 and 3-9 x 40 AO IR WA 
NS Panamax scope and 1 piece 
mount and gun bag, 1 year old, 
receipts, perfect condition, £320 
ono. 07891 715354. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



CATERING TRAILER (PIZZA) + 

possible festival pitches this 
season. £10,000 07949922007 



BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SALE 

Ideal starter opportunity for 
upholstery / wooden frame 
making, sale includes complete 
set up, all stock, machinery, 
patterns, office equipment. 
Operating from a rented large 
two storey showroom / work¬ 
room on busy main road, 
Brierley Hill, West Midlands. 
£8,500 ono. 

Call 07432 149662. 


6 

Property 


A MODERN two bed flat with 
garage, Coalway Road, Wolver- 
fiampton. 01952 463603. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

FURNISHED 1 bed flat, Warstones, 
recent refurb,close to amenities, 
suit working couple/single. £400 
pern. 07969 104264. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house. 
Netherton. from £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk DBL inc bills. No DSS. 
07970 717139. 

WILLENHALL, luxury room, fur¬ 
nished, working person, £57pw. 

Telephone 07401 089298. 



HOUSE AND GITE 
BEAUFICEL, FRANCE 

House has two bedrooms and a 
ensuite and a large living room 
with open plan dining and 
kitchen area with a large log 
burner. Gite has open plan 
living room / kitchen and 
upstairs is a bedroom. 
£130,000. 

For more info e-mail Steve 
-caroll @ hotmail.co.uk. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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ClassifiedAds 35 


properties wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



IT WORKS 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Brought to you by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Jobs 


tiiliKliid 


KITCHEN MANUFACTURER 
BASED IN 
CRADLEY HEATH 

due to expansion we require 
people with experience in all 
aspects of kitchen 
manufacturing including 

beam saw 
cnc operation 
edge banding 
drilling 
assembly 

MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE 
salary negotiable 

Contact 
01384 561844 
email euroff@live.com 


A well established Manufacturing company based in 
Cradley, is seeking an 

Experienced Warehouse Manager 

to further strengthen it's existing management team. 
The successful candidate will ideally have reach and 
counterbalance FLT licences and must be computer 
literate. The salary package and benefits will be 
attractive and is negotiable according to the 
experience of the candidate. 

Apply in writing including full CV to 
Ian Kelly - Operations Director, 

William Hackett Chain Products Ltd, 

Maypole Fields, Cradley, West Midlands B63 2QE. 


Senior Care 
Assistant 


Lapal House 


We are looking for a well-qualified mature person to work with 
our senior team. This is a full time position with a high rate of 
pay for the right person. 


Care Assistants 


Full or part time positions available to qualified carers or we 
will train mature staff who are looking for a new career. 
Email CV to Michelle Upperdine at 
michelle@lapalhouse.co.uk or ring for a brief interview 
0121 550 1272 (office hours only) 

Lapal House, Lapal Lane South, Halesowen. B62 OES 


SENIOR REPORTER 



TAMWORTH: 2-3 JUNE TELFORD: 3-4 SEPT. Accredited ^ 
BIRM’HAM: 15-16 AUG. STOKE: 17-18 SEPT. 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - Certificate in Phlebotomy 
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


More info. rfAAW^AA 

ortobook: WWW. ^wU[J(lvv .COITI 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD - Research - Overseas 


PEUGEOT 207SHDI 

3-dr hatchback, 1.6 diesel, 
grey, 58 reg, MoT November, 
10 service stamps, 1 former 
owner, £30 tax, well looked 
after. 


la^^B 

FURNITURE SALES MANAGER 
(Retail) - Merry Hill, Dudley. 

Must have excellent selling & 
negotiating skills. Experience of 
furniture retail an advantage but 
not essential. Salary £30k per year 
OTE 37.5 hours per week inc. Bank 
Holidays and weekends. No late 
nights. Email covering letter 
and CV to barbara.harris@ 
williamandsons.co.uk 


Motoring 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 



CITROEN C4 2-dr Coupe, 1.6 VTR 
petrol, blue, 36,000 miles, FSH, 
MoT, good condition. £2,895 ono. 
07847 456061. 


FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 

New Shape, black, 5dr, 1.6, 09 
reg, (Aug 09), 31 k, MoT Nov 16, 
E/w, E/M, alloys, hands free 
blue tooth phone kit, FSH, 
perfect runner. 

£4,750 ono. 

07528 372995. 


FORD FOCUS Titanium, 1.6 TDCi, 
2010, MoT March 24, 2017,91,000 
miles, any inspection, £3,450. 
01902 789597. 07597 567731. 


FORD FUSION 2 

2005, 37,808 miles, silver blue, 
abs, electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, stereo, CD, swb. 

£1,995 ono. 

07970 592775. 


MAZDA 6 TAKUYA 2012, 2.2 diesel 
sports style, 17,000 miles, 12 
months MoT, half leather, immacu¬ 
late. £9,500. 01384 832702. 


STAR 


The Shropshire Star is looking for a senior reporter. 

This is a role that requires dedication, commitment and enthusiasm. You must have a proven 
record of digging out the best off-diary news stories and features, together with an awareness of 
how to make the most of social media. 

You must be an NCTJ-trained journalist and able to deliver accurate, entertaining copy under 
pressure of deadlines for our print and digital platforms. You must have a full, clean driving 
licence. 

This is a rare opportunity to join the team at the Shropshire Star, part of the Midland News 
Association stable of publications across the Midlands. 

You will benefit from a competitive salary, 25 days annual holiday and the chance to develop your 
career on one of the country’s biggest regional newspapers. 

Apply by e-mail to Shropshire Star editor Martin Wright at editorial.support@shropshirestar.co.uk 
Closing date will be June 3, 2016. 


POSTAL APPLICATIONS T 


MARTIN WRIGHT EDIT 


SHROPSHIRE STAR 


OR 


0: 


KETLEY, TELFORD TF1 5 H U 


BY June 6, 2016. 


£2,195 ono 
07949 990640. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 Campus, met 
silver, 57 plate (reg 2008) long 
MoT, excellent condition through¬ 
out, £1,700 ono. 07971 360809. 
SUZUKI ALTO 10OOcc, auto, 2009, 
20k miles, pensioners car, econom- 
icle and reliable, any trial. £3,500. 
01902 753545. 07800 637961. 
VAUXHALL ASTRA DESIGN Twin- 
port 1.6 petrol, 2006, 68,000 miles, 
5-dr, blue, £1,825 ono. 

07946 879532. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.9 diesel 
energy, 2007, 7 seater, MoT Dec, 
metallic silver, tow bar, good condi¬ 
tion, £2,095 ono. 07583 022011. 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 325 TDS SE, auto, classic 
insurance, good condition, serv¬ 
iced, MoT’d, £875 ono. 

07864 842076. 

CITROEN C3 SX 1.3 5dr, 53 reg, 
red, only 61 k, lady owner, MoT, as 
new condition, only £1,095. 

07984 141652. 

CITROEN PICASSO 2002, 2.0 HDI, 
MoT, 120k, Blue, E/W, PAS, drives 
well, new brakes. £495 ono 07950 
812797. 

FORD KA SPORT 04, full MoT, as 
new condition, leather interior, 
usual extras, silver £750 07919 
668380. 


PEUGEOT 206 

1,24cc hatchback, petrol, 2002, 
67,000 miles, lady owner, FSH, 
just had complete engine 
overhaul and service. 

£850. 

07802 202211 or 
01902 342882. 


PEUGEOT 206 Convertible, 1600, 
52 plate, full MoT, very good condi¬ 
tion, £850. 01384 251328 or 07972 
169554. 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 petrol, SE, 06, 
black, 76,000 miles, very clean 
in/out, EW, AC, full MoT, 1 former 
keeper, £1,150. 07838 897643. 

RENAULT SCENIC 53 plate, black, 
CD player, low mileage, 52K, 12 
months MoT. £895. 

01952 852151. 

RENAULT SCENIC Dynamique, 51 
plate, 84,558 miles, MoT till 
January 2017, silver, excellent con¬ 
dition, £850. 07968 905654. 

ROVER 45 Impression, 1.4, 02, 12 
months MoT, 64k, lovely condition 
throughout, well looked after. £550. 
07733 437736. 

SAAB 1999 silver, convertible, 
petrol, 6 months MoT, Alarm, PAS, 
CD, AC, low mileage, £950 ono. 
07399 489303. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.2, 2003plate, 
MoT end of October, lots of new 
parts, £725 ono. 07903 748933. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 51 plate, black, 
12 months MoT, CD, front EW, 7 
seater, good condition, £800 ono. 
07474 334353. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 2006, 
red, long MoT, fsh, roof bars, 
£1,500 o.n.o. 07913 981460. 


Homer’s 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


TRIUMPH 955 DAYTONA Y reg, 
MoT’d, new battery, chain and 
sprockets. £1,800 ono. 07719 
923101. After 7pm. 

YAMAHA XT 660Z Tenere, 2008, 
low miles, many extras, excellent 
condition £3,500. 01902 741598. 

YAMAHA XT 660Z Tenery, 2008, 
low miles, many extras, excellent 
condition £3,500. 01902 741598. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


10 

Personals 





GENTLEMAN 5FT 5INS 

74 years of age wishes to meet 
lady 50-75 for Friendship, pos¬ 
sible relationship. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number P20358, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


MALE, 60 

Very sincere, easy going and 
loving, WLTM female for 
friendship or relationship. 

Box Number P20357, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



70 SINGLE MAN 


Own house and car, very active, 
has got a lot of love to give 
to the right lady. 

Box Number P20359, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

BURIAL PLOT at Danescourt 
Cemetery, Tettenhall, W-ton, avail¬ 
able with 65 year lease. £900 ono. 
07949 592475 Mr Kyle. 



* % 

%•# 

- 


WITHYMOOR COLTS 

Charter Standard Community 
Status Club. 

All Managers minimum 

FA Level 1 and CRC Checked. 

The following Teams are 
looking for Players: 

U8’s going to under U9’s 
require experienced 
OUTFIELD PLAYERS. 

Call Simon 07912 965503. 
Ull’s going to U12’s 
require experienced 
OUTFIELD PLAYERS 
Call Robbie 07903 341476 
U15’s Girls going to U16’s 
Require experienced 
OUTFIELD PLAYERS 
Call Sean 07935 464079. 


9 

Local 

Information 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 

MAZDA MX5 CONVERTIBLE red, 
silver or grey, must be good condi¬ 
tion, reasonable price. 

01902 620406. 



accessories & ^ 
i services 


TRAILER 4X3 With jockey wheel for 
sale, £140 ono. 

07805 942308. 


6FT TALL, 54 YEAR OLD 
SLIMISH, REASONABLY 
ATTRACTIVE MALE 

Wicked sense of humour, 
young outlook, own teeth 
and hair. 

Looking for a genuine, slim, 
single female, for hopefully a 
genuine LTR. 

Box Number P20356, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


SEDGLEY WHITE LIONS 

Are looking for players to go into 
Under 9’s, currently school year 
3 going into 4, 7 a side next 
season 2016/17. 
Preferably already played for a 
team, however not essential. 
Call 

Ste Fellows 07476 378581. 

smfellows2003@yahoo.co.uk 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Castle Road West, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Castle Road West, Oldbury between 190-196. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work is expected to be completed by 10/06/16, effective from 06/06/16. Traffic will 
be diverted via Albert Road, Wolverhampton Road, Bleakhouse Road and vice-versa. 
Purpose - lay new service water pipe. 


Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedsAds 




ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


£7/ r // it.. 

You’ll 
L love \t\J 


To Reply to members 

call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


LUCY 37yrs 5ft 11 ins brunette, loves nightlife, 
socialising, having fun, looking for fun guy 
who can make me laugh and promises a 
good time. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422455 | 


KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
BARBARA, 49, attractive green-eyed 
blonde, OHAC, likes travel, cinema, meals 
out etc, looking for genuine caring male up to 
65yr for possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422439 0 

KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde lady seeks 
discreet gent for daytime distractions. ACA. 

Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box 421657 




CHRISTINE, 48, petite blue eyed brunette, CILLA, 40, tall blue eyed size 12 brunette, 
attractive, many varied interests, looking for loves horses, country/beach walks, cosy 
honest, caring, N/S romantic guy with GSOH nights infront of fire, good wine/food, WLTM 
to make my life complete again. Tel No: 0906 similar male who appreciates my interests. 

500 3955 Box No: 422245 ® Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422009 ® 


SUE, 39, slim feminine brunette, caring, fun 
loving, independent, no ties, OHAC, loves 
cooking, WLTM willing male to get to know 
and spend quality times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421617® 


MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life with 
similar romantic, caring guy. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420791® 


MARILYN blue eyed curvy just right female, TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
36, loves music, good wine, romantic strolls, female looking for love, with similar lonely 
cosy nights in, WLTM like-minded romantic heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
for quality times. Age unimportant. Tel No: finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422227® 421613® 


DONNA 42yrs young separated female who 
is ready to start dating again, bubbly, 
attractive, blonde and raring to get going, 
come on don't keep me waiting! Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 421567 ® 


FEMALE, 67, young looking widow, 5ft2, 
green eyes, likes meals out, holidays, 
reading, WLTM gentleman of similar age, or 
older. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422393 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

MICHELLE, 37, pretty, very fit, well travelled 
seeks active, broadminded male to share 
new experiences and adventures with. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422459 ® 


BROWN eyed brummie female, 65, smoker, ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 

likes music, cinema, meals out, WLTM male, professional male for no strings fun, attention 
66 -73, for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
CLARA, 32yr old nurse who likes cosy nights N ° : 0906 5 °° 3955 B ° X N ° : 

in with a good bottle of wine and spending 421127 0 
quality times with great company, if you feel 
the same pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422055® 


SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 

tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 0 


DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, GSOH, 
N/S, loves the simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy together with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420729 ® 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:420357 ® 


MIXED Race Male, smart, educated, looking 
for a lady 35/64 for discreet 
relationship/friendship. Text only Mailbox: 
5462541 

DAVE, blue eyes, 5ft 11, looking for love. 
Only genuine replies. Text only Mailbox: 
5457564 

COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks cuddly large full 
figured kind loving lady 50 to 60 for LTR, love, 
kisses, cuddles, holding hands as well. Text 
only Mailbox: 5439562 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, 
loving, tactile hoping for love again. Text only 
Mailbox: 5449242 


BUSINESSMAN, 58, adventurous and 
broadminded seeks a wild companion for fun 
and new experiences. Text only Mailbox: 
4534092 

44YRS old male, kind, genuine and honest, 
looking a long-term relationship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

MALE, 56, slim, 6ft, considerate and caring 
seeks similar type female to share life with. 

Text only Mailbox: 5 


JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 


LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, tall slim 
blonde airline worker, seeks discreet gent, 
any status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
420237 


CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422013® 


EMMA 56, active and always on the go, 
seeks fit, active, country loving guy who 
shares passion for the outdoors. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422443 ® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
KATHY, 45, curvy blonde seeking reliable 
honest man who can get me out of this rut I 
am stuck in, open to new ideas and looking 
for someone special? Give me a try. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422263 0 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

KAREN 32 a hardworking petite blonde, 
enjoys nights out, music, etc, WLTM for more 
than just friendship with similar chilled, kind, 
easygoing guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422267® 

WENDY, mature, passionate ladylike 
divorcee seeks no strings casual 
friendship/fun with gent any age. Tel: 0906 
515 3035 Box 421605 
JACKIE, 49, dark hair, green eyes, cuddly 
build, likes going out, gym, reading, looking 
for an honest gentleman for 
friendship/possible relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422257 ® 

JESSIE, sophisticated, well educated 
brunette lady, 38yrs, WLTM man of any age 
for discreet chats, meetings and more. 
Age/looks unimportant must have SOH. Box 
4107857 

FEMALE, looking for an honest, caring, 
easygoing male. I am divorced and like 
walks, going for meals, cinema and love 
dogs. Text only Mailbox: 4539974 
CAROLINE, bored housewife 42, seeking a 
little excitement. Are you 30+ and discreet, if 
so ping me a text and give me a few details. 
Box:4078682 

JOANNA, 49 years old, looking to meet a 
man for friendship 50/60 years old. Text only 
Mailbox: 5428223 

LORRAINE bored 36yr old looking for 
discreet no strings fun with likeminded 
uncomplicated male, any age/looks/status. 

Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422241® 

SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 
tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 ® 
LUCY, 49, just looking to enjoy life, can you 
help? seeks fun and good times in or out, 
nothing heavy just no strings meets. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422223 ® 


JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 


LOVELY lady inside and out, likes music, art, 
days out, countryside, poetry, model railways, 
socialising, DVDs, looking for a kind hearted 
gent, 52+, with a caring nature and GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421935 ® 
FEMALE, 60s, young looking for my age, 
likes singing, dancing, meals in and out, 
theatre, fun to be with. Single would like to 
meet the same. Text only Mailbox: 5448634 
SALLY 37 blonde, blue eyed, who loves life, 
music, letting my hair down, looking for 
similar flirty guy for enjoy TLC and life. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421451 ® 


« SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 
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CURVY Irish female 35yrs looking for fun, 
frolics, weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, discretion only. Text only Mailbox: 4209465 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

421877® 


SHARON a young 49, caring bubbly sincere 
single lady, full curvy figure, loves the coast 
and seaside, cosy meals in WLTM male with 
similar interests. Text only Mailbox: 
5444189 

CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422013® 

TALL leggy slim brunette 37, attractive and 
very much single, WLTM fun loving guy 40- 
60yrs who loves food, wine, cosy nights in or 
out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422029 ® 

PRETTY, very fit, young 49 year old female, 
no baggage, seeks fit, refined male, n/s, with 
young outlook, for evenings out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421977 
CARING honest female, WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text only 
Mailbox: 4209465 


MANDY divorced independent 46yrs old, 
confident, bubbly and social, looking for male 
companion to share good times and to be 
there for each other. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421841 ® 

FEMALE seeks male to wine and dine me, 
and treat me like a lady, aged between 50 
and 60. Text only Mailbox: 5444151 
BROWN eyed brummie female, smoker, likes 
music, cinema, meals out, WLTM white male 
for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 


ATTRACTIVE, slim woman looking for fun 
and excitement with guy 35-40 pis text. Text 
only Mailbox: 5419773 
TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613® 

MANDY, 45, friendly outgoing arty female 
who loves wining/dining, looking for male to 
sweep me off my feet, take me out and make 
me feel special, reciprocation guaranteed. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421503 ® 
JESSICA 39, attractive fit/healthy blonde 
female enjoys travel, music, the Arts, gym, 
the good things in life, seeking love, laughter, 
LTR with similar male, 40-55yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4215^3 
HI I am Lorna 39yr old slim female, 5ft 5ins, 

many interests, loves music, seeking 
romantic male to enjoy special times 
together, hopefully leading to true love. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421413® 
JAYNE, 42, very pretty brunette, stylish, fun, 
loves the 60's, fine wine/restaurants, seeks 
professional gent for mutual life 
enhancement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 421311 ® 

JO attractive 30's brunette who loves life, 

WLTM up for it male to enjoy nights in/out, 
weekends away, fun times and hopefully 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421259® 

MONICA 35, very attractive, gorgeous curvy 
figure, WLTM nice male who wants to get to 
know a genuine black beauty to wine, dine, 
romance hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421241 ® 

TRISH, 45, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421137® 

LOUISE 35, loves meals out, WLTM tallish, 
considerate mature male who is not 
frightened to express themselves and enjoy 

life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421135® 

ANGELA, 42, green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind gentleman for 
good times and more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421115® 

MARGARET 39, dark hair/eyed attractive 
petite divorcee, new to area and looking to 
start a new life, WLTM child friendly male, 
single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421129® 


JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 

brown eyes, generous curves, would love to j 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985® 

SAMANTHA pretty brunette, very busty 36, 
intelligent, independent with a real lust for life, 
seeks big-hearted stocky male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420599 ® 

Single Men 


ATTRACTIVE male, 57, tall, seeks mature 
female, 50-75, for close adult fun, any size or 
status. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422409 ® 


ANDY, young looking 49, 5ft5, slim build, 
from West Bromwich, likes films, socialsing, 
looking for a fun lady who likes to laugh, for 
good times/possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421783® 

47 year old guy, tall, dark hair, blue eyes, 
seeks female, 30-42, in the Leamington 
Spa/Rugby area for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422213 
ALWAYS loved it and want to experience an 
older man, who knows how to make love? 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422209 
ASIAN gent, 48, kind and caring, wishes to 
meet lady for chats, weekend outings and 
LTR, any age/status, ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422181 ® 


EDDIE, honest, caring, down to earth, likes 
all kinds of music, going out and having a 
good time, looking for a Black or Polish lady, 

for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422019® 

MALE, kinky as hell, and you’re any 
age/looks/race/colour, this unattached guy, 
69, god love it, anyway, LTR etc. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422017 
YOUNG looking 58 year old male, looking for 
black or Polish female 23-49 years, I am 
single, white and looking for a long-term 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419903 

MATURE male, 60, seeks female for social 
meets, kisses, cuddles and intimate sexy fun, 

ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421933 

ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, professional male, 
50, GSOH, easygoing, looking to meet 
someone with a GSOH, to have a laugh and 
a joke and take things from there. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421903 
SINGLE male 49, caring, romantic, 
affectionate, many interests, WLTM slim, 
busty female 25-45. Text only Mailbox: 
4362337 

PHIL, 53, 5ft7, stocky athletic build, likes 
keep fit, swimming, cosy nights in, meals out, 
WLTM an honest, attractive, caring lady, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 421385® 


SIMON, kind hearted, average looking chap. 
44yrs, own business, sporty, fun loving. 
Would love to meet a genuine lady to spoil 
and pamper. Box: 4138405 


MALE, 40s, looking for a special lady to 
spend fun times together and loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:421747 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SHARON 49, med to well built, cuddly, young 
at heart, happy .easygoing, loves the coast 
and seaside looking for honest friendly male. 
Text only Mailbox: 5444189 
ROSEMARY early 50s, GSOH, likes meals 
out, travel, etc, looking for man to share these 
things with. N/S. Text only Mailbox: 
5079890 

SUE 40s female who enjoys evenings in/out 
looking for someone to have some fun and 
hopefully get close to, go on, give me a ring. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421809 ® 
46YR old Asian lady looking for friendship 
maybe more with white male 50+ Text only 
to Mailbox: 5404865 

REBECCA tall slim elegant long legged 
romantic, sensual, professional, lots to offer, 
seeks similar male who also appreciates the 
finer things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421583® 


ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 
professional male for no strings fun, attention 
and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421127® 


DAVE, 65, slim, white male, Birmingham 
area, easygoing, likes music, country pubs, 
animals, WLTM petite, easygoing, white 
female, for LTR friendship/relationship, if this 
is you get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:422395 ® 

SHAUN, 49, 5ft10, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, GSOH, OHAC, honest, 
romantic, animal lover, likes country pubs, 
walks along the canal and countryside, 
looking for somebody who is down to earth 
and fun loving. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:396440 ® 

MATURE Male average build and fit WLTM a 

lady any status, 45-70, for discreet fun. Text 

only Mailbox: 5127746 

BELIEVE that the more we have the worst off 

we are, age 55-70, both unattached, LTR, 

myself, 69. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422379 

MIKE, 64, outgoing person, enjoys life, likes 
sport, cricket, nice meals out, holidays, 
WLTM someone to share interests and 
quality time. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422329 

MALE, 56, tall, attractive, seeks mature 
female, 40-70, for mutual spanking. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422429 
MALE, 49, brown hair, brown eyes, average 
looks, 16 and a half stone, good sense of 
humour, animal lover with loads of love and 
security to give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 
CARING man, kind, loving, animal lover, 
seeks female with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 394149 
MALE 40s, 5ft 8ins, average looks, seeking 
genuine, honest, caring female. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413945 


KISSING in depth, do what turns us on? Both 

unattached, yourself 35 to ..., am kinky, 69, 
Cancer sign, WLTM for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422177 


LEE, 44, honest, genuine and very caring 

looking for the same in a woman. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

SINGLE business man , 5'11, brown eyes, 
well dressed, stocky build, fair skinned, 
successful, not bad looking, kind, generous 
WLTM female for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5441173 


NICE old-fashioned gent, seeks kind, caring 
romantic lady for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 416905 



18+ and you want to be taught? Teacher glad 
to teach you, older, experienced guy, gentle 
and tender, etc, ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422203 

WIDOWED OAP 82, WLTM lady any age for 
genuine companionship, togetherness, 
holidays and more. Can travel or 
accommodate. Text only Mailbox: 4625673 
GUY, 58, 5ft 11 ins, looking for slim lady for 
fun times only meets. Text only Mailbox: 


JOE single 40's Paddy with GSOH, warm 

hearted, WLTM that single special lady to 
brighten up my life. Text only Mailbox: 
5440368 

TOM, 58, dark hair, 6ft, seeks older mature 
female. Size and looks not important. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 421595 

Gay Singles 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


GAY man, 58, slim, n/s, professional, likes 
current affairs, meals out seeks similar, 45- 
58, for friendship/outings and more. Text 
only Mailbox: 5469583 
BI-CURIOUS c/dresser would like to meet 
someone for good time. Text only Mailbox: 
4863101 

GERALD, 50, very romantic, loving, sincere 
and caring, WLTM similar. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422345 ® 

CAROL, bi curious lady, blonde, 5ft2, short 
hair, blue eyes, size 14, WLTM a similar lady 
between 50-60 years old. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421281 ® 

CHRIS genuine gay female, 55, smoker, likes 
days out, cosy nights in, seeks local, feminine 
gay female, 40-50's for special relationship. 
Nottinghamshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 373131 


HONEST sincere affectionate nurse, 48, 

OHAC, WLTM child friendly male/single dad 
for dates, chats, laughter and more. Any age. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421111 | 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420601 ® 


MALE 44, honest, kind, caring and genuine 
looking for a long-term relationship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

DAVID, 58, single, looking for a female 
partner for friendship and company, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422179® 

ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 ® 

WHITE male 58, looking for large built Indian 

or Black woman for no strings adult fun. Text 
only Mailbox: 4223520 


45 YEAR male with varied interests WLTM 
female, 35 to 55, for friendship and hopefully 
more. Text only Mailbox: 4215562 
MALE early 60s, young outlook on life seeks 
similar 50s early 60s genuine female, slim 
with GSOH for friendship maybe more. Text 
only Mailbox: 5443478 
PAUL 65yrs, Mobility probs but very caring 
looking for caring lady 60/70 for friendship 
and possible LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5456394 

IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OIHAC, late 50s, 
likes most things, holidays, gardening, 
motorbikes, WLTM similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345® 


Just Friends 


LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 ® 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES": DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT": Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT": 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES": By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 23/05/16 
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Magnificent 

Mazda CX-3 



By Michael Weston 

Mazda’s compact CX-3 is an urban crossover 
that’s reprising the success of its CX-5 big 
brother. 

Mazda pulls out all the stops and condenses all the best 
bits of the gorgeous CX-5 into a smaller package. The CX-3 
comes in front or all-wheel drive, and is offered with petrol or 
diesel power. It’s light and it’s good looking, with a chunky 
equipment list and reasonable pricing. 

What more could you ask for? 

All too often, cars in this class look gawky, too stubby, 
too tall and too narrow. Somehow the CX-3 just looks right, 
thanks to its cab-back body and long bonnet proportioning. 
The predatory headlights are anything but cutesy and the 
coupe-like roofline gives it a real sporting stance. 

Like most crossovers in this class, the CX-3 is offered with 
a choice of front or all-wheel drive chassis, and petrol and 
diesel engines. There are front-wheel drive models and the 
range-topping Sport Nav is all-wheel drive. The CX-3 is also 
offered with both manual and automatic transmissions. 

Mazda’s almost fanatical devotion to stripping unneces¬ 
sary weight out of its cars means that although many of its 
cars look pretty substantial, they can weigh as much as a 
car in the next class down. This has all sorts of beneficial ef¬ 
fects, not only in terms of vehicle dynamics but also when it 
comes to efficiency. Case in point: the CX-3 front-wheel drive 
diesel variant. With emissions of just 105g/km, this model 
has an official combined economy of 70.6mpg. 


Mazda’s compact CX-3 
is an urban crossover 
that is reprising the 
success of its CX-5 
big brother 


When it comes to compact SUVs and crossovers, Maz¬ 
da’s CX-5 may very well be the best car of this kind you can 
buy, especially in revised form with slicker suspension. 

The market’s fastest growing segment right now is that 
for crossovers and compact soft-roading SUVs. If you want 
something that offers the best of both and offers the finest 
driving dynamics, the lowest running costs, the most space 
and arguably the best value in the class, then it’s hard to 
ignore Mazda’s improved CX-5. But try one and you might 
just think it to be the best. 

The CX-5 is excellently packaged, has class-leading 
economy and emissions plus driving dynamics that set a 
new benchmark in this sector. Add in a high specification 
and competitive pricing and you’ve a compelling proposi¬ 
tion, especially since recent suspension and refinement im¬ 
provements. 

As for off road prowess, this car has a set-up in which the 
torque is automatically split according to the terrain you’re 
on, so it can direct 100% of drive to the front wheels in nor¬ 
mal conditions, with up to 50% then directed to the rear 
wheels if slip is detected. 

The Mazda CX-5 is the least expensive car to run in its 
segment as well as being the best equipped. It’s yet another 
example of Mazda going its own way, doing things different¬ 
ly. Looking for a car of this kind? 



OakGarage® 

Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, I 

Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles .CO.UK 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

|13 B-Max 1.6 Zetec Auto Grey Only 5000 Miles 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Blue Only 7000 Miles 

63 208 1.0 Access+ Brown Only 7000 Miles 

14 Hyundai 110 1.2 Premium Silver Only 7000 Miles 
62 VW Polo 1.4 Match 3dr Auto Black Only 10000 Miles 

64 Suzuki SX4 S Cross 1.6 SZ3 Red Only 11000 Miles 
13 Honda Jazz 1.4 V-Tec ES CVT Red Only 12000 Miles 
13 Megane 1.6 Expression Blue Only 13000 Miles 

13 Kia Venga 1.4 E2 Red Only 13000 Miles 

12 C4 1.6 VTR+ Auto Blue Only 15000 Miles 

13 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Nightshade Only 16000 Miles 

12 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red Only 17000 Miles 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Blue Only 17000 Miles 

13 C3 1.4 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 17000 Miles 

13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Bronze Only 18000 Miles 
Citroen 



60 C3 1.4 HDI Grey 43k 
62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exc EGS Blue 29k 
62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 20k 
60 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver 43k 
13 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI Platinum Blue 37k 
62 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI Edition Brown 37k 
07 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTX Red 77k 
13 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR EGS6 Blue 25k 
Ford 

57 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Cli 3dr Black 
08 Fusion 1.6 Zetec Blue 69k 
13 Focus 1.6 TDCI Zetec Black 27k 
08 Focus 2.0 TDCI Coupe Cab Red 
13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Zetec Red 42k 
Nissan 

62 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Black 23k 

62 Juke 1.5 DCI Acenta Black 29k 

62 Juke 1.6 Acenta White 20k 

13 Qashqai 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Nightshade 44k 

07 X-Trail 2.2 DCI Aventura Blue 

Seat 

13 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI FR Speed Blue 59k 
62 Seat Ibiza 1.2 SE TSI Est Auto Blue 29k 
12 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa DSG White 40k 
62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa White 45k 


£6,995 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£11,995 

£4,995 

£6,995 

£6,995 

£8,495 

£8,295 


l 
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Vauxhall 

57 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto Silver 32k £4,295 

60 Meriva 1.3 CDTI Exclusiv Grey 45k £5,495 

13 Meriva 1.4 SE Silver Lake 20k £7,995 

62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Brown 34k £6,495 

Others 

13 Chevrolet Cruze 1.8 LT Est Auto Silver 30k £6,795 

13 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LS Silver 23k £8,495 

12 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDI LS White 38k £7,995 

05 Jaguar X-Type 2.0 V6 SE Auto Gold 79k £3,495 

61 Kia Soul 1.6 1 Silver 38k £5,295 

02 Mercedes 230 SLK Roadster Black 107k £3,295 

56 Mini Cooper 1 .6 White 83k £3,995 

13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI Active II EGC Red 20k £8,995 

13 Peugeot Partner 1.6 HDI Outdoor Blue 27k £8,495 

11 Renault Megane 1.5 DCI Expression Blue 27k £6,995 

13 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Red 20k £9,495 

07 Toyota Corolla Verso 2.2 D-4D TSpirit ■ £4,295 

62 XC 60 R Design AWD White 24k £22,995 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 



Only 500Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


All Retail Cars include a 
RAC Warranty with 
Breakdown and Recovery 


Each Vehicle Goes 
► Through a 
82 Point Safety Check 


All Motability Vehicles <v e: 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service riistory 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park,Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 
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Astra heads into space 


By Jonathan Crouch 

Vauxhall is hoping to increase 
its presence in the compact es¬ 
tate sector with the latest Astra 
Sports Tourer. 

MPVs and 4x4s might offer more in¬ 
teresting options for family buyers but 
the solid, practical virtues of a good es¬ 
tate are not to be under-estimated. 

This one’s cleaner, more frugal, more 
practical, higher-tech and sharper to look at 
than before. It’s a better package all-round. 

When what you need to fit in your car 
just won’t, you need a bigger car. Family 
hatchback owners confronted with this 
nightmare scenario have a number of 
options at their disposal. They could take 
the rugged route with a compact 4x4, 
choose the versatility of a mini-MPV or step 
up to a medium range saloon. 

Alternatively, they could turn to an 
extended version of the family hatchback 
they already have. The estate car isn’t the 
trendiest or most exciting option, but when 
you need a little bit more room, it does the 
job. Vauxhall’s Astra Sports Tourer is little 
more than an extended Astra hatch but it 
could be all the car you need, especially in 
latest generation form. 

Many of the leading lights in the 
family hatchback sector have an estate 
version. Focus, Golf, Peugeot 308 - the 
manufacturers of all these models see the 
value of tagging another few centimetres 
onto the rear of the five-door hatches to 
give customers the option of extra carrying 
capacity. 

Vauxhall has a history of following suit 
with its Astra but like its rivals, sales of Astra 
estates have traditionally been way down on 
those of the standard hatchback versions. 

The compact estate market looks likely 


to remain a niche one but with flashy Sports 
Tourer branding, this generation Astra estate 
could be destined to take a bigger slice of it. 

Like the rest of the Astra Sports Tourer, 
the suspension is shared with the Astra 
hatchback. Reducing this latest model’s 
weight by up to 200kgs has had a significant 
effect on the way this car drives. 

It now soaks up bumps better and turns 
into the bends more easily, aided by a stiffer 
chassis and torque vectoring that helps with 
cornering traction. As before, this Vauxhall 
does without the kind of independent rear 
suspension system you’d find on a rival 
Ford Focus Estate, instead favouring a neat 
Watts linkage system that claims to reduce 
sideways motion between the axle and 
the body of the car as you go through the 
corners. 

Under the bonnet, those in search of 
petrol power have an up-to the-minute range 
of options. 

We’d suggest you bypass the most 
affordable 100PS 1.4-litre engine in favour of 
the lighter, more responsive and much more 
efficient 105PS 1.0-litre ECOTEC turbo three 
cylinder unit. If you need more power, there 
are a couple of 1.4-litre Turbo powerplants 
offering 125 or 150PS, plus a top 200PS 1.6 
Turbo option. Diesel drivers get Vauxhall’s 
refined 1.6-litre CDTi ‘whisper diesel’ unit 
with a choice of three power outputs - 110, 
136 or 160PS. The HOPS ecoFLEX variant 
delivers class-leading efficiency figures - 
91.2mpg on the combined cycle and 82g/ 
km of C02. 

The Sports Tourer body shape further 
extends the now-sportier styling of the 
seventh generation five-door model. The 
slightly arched sloping roofline gives this 
estate derivative a longer appearance - 
an effect further enhanced by the divided 
C-pillar. The rear view aims to combine 
practicality with a bit of elegant design, but 



The suspension is 
shared with the Astra 
hatchback. Reducing this 
latest model’s weight by 
up to 200kgs has had a 
significant effect on the 
way this car drives 


overall, the emphasis is on a stable, robust 
and safe stance, with the muscular rear- 
wheel arch contours and the divided rear 
light clusters adding to this impression. 
This latest generation Sports Tourer has 
the same dimensions as its predecessor, 
with a length of 4,702mm, a width of 
1,871mm and a height of 1,499mm. 
Despite that, it offers much more space for 
passengers and luggage. 

The driver can enjoy 26mm of additional 
headroom and passengers in the rear 
have 28mm more. The Sports Tourer’s 
total cargo capacity is now 1,630-litres 
with the rear seat folded, this thanks to 
more efficient packaging. 

At the wheel, the characteristic fascia 


element is what Vauxhall refers to as a 
‘blade’-style panel that stretches right 
across the cabin trimmed in piano black 
with a neat chromed edging. Beautifully 
integrated into it is an Intellilink infotainment 
screen, either 7 or 8-inches in size. 

There’s a price premium of around 
£1,000 for the Sports Tourer estate version 
over its five-door hatchback stablemate and 
that means you’ll be paying from just over 
£16,500 to around £21,000 for mainstream 
versions. 

At the affordable end of the petrol line¬ 
up, it’s well worth trying to find the £700 
premium Vauxhall asks to graduate from 
the entry-level 1.4-litre 100PS unit to the 
far more responsive and efficient three 
cylinder 1.0-litre powerplant. 

Want a diesel? Well there are no duffers 
in the Astra black pump line-up any more 
- even the base 110PS 1.6-litre CDTi unit 
(priced from around £18,000) is impressive. 
Most buyers though, pay the necessary 
premium (around £700) to get themselves 
this engine in pokier 136PS guise. 

Conventional automatic transmission is 
only available on the 150PS 1.4-litre petrol 
Turbo model or the 136PS version of the 
1.6-litre CDTi diesel - for a premium of 
around £1,300 over the manual variant. 
However, at the bottom of the range, you 
can get a simpler ‘Easytronic’ set-up - 
essentially a manual gearbox without a 
clutch - on the 1.0-litre petrol engine for a 
premium of just £400. 

Standard equipment across the 
range includes alloy wheels and an 
Intellilink colour infotainment touchscreen 
compatible with the latest Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto systems. We particularly 
like the ‘OnStar’ personal connectivity 
system that offers destination downloads, 
wi-fi access, vehicle tracking system and 
automatic accident emergency response. 


n Halesowen Autos • 

BJrlttSl Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


[2 

10110 Jaguar XF Luxury 3.0 V6 Automatic Paddle Shift 

49k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather, Sat Nav,Air Con, 
CD, E/Windows 

£13995 / POA 



1 1 I/I 1 Ford Focus Sport l.6TDCi Diesel 

1 5dr, 79k, Black,Alloys, Sat Nav, CD, 

E/Windows 

£5295 / £27 Per Week 

v 

09/09 Audi A42.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr Multitronic Auto Estate, 88k, Black,Alloys, 
Digital Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£8995 / £49 Per Week 


2007/07 Volkswagen Touran 1,5 S 

5dr 7 SeaterMPV, 70k, Black, Alloys, 

Air con, CD, Electric windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 


09/59 Mercedes C250 Blue-Efficiency 2,2 GDI Diesel Elegance 
84k, Grey, Black Leather,Alloys, CD, 

E/Windows 

£8695 / £46 Per Week 

■ ■ - 

w 

2006/06 Volkswagen Eos 2.0TDI Diesel 

2dr Hard Top Convertible, 91 k, Silver,Alloys, 

Leather interior,Air con, E/roof, CD Player 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 


2006/06 Jaguar S-Type 2.7d V6 Diesel SE 

4dr Automatic, ONLY 45k MILES, Silver, Alloy, 

Black Leather, Sat nav, CD Player 

£7495 / £38 Per Week 


2008/08 Mini One 1.4 

3dr, 55k,Velvet Red metallic,Alloy, 

CD Player, E/windows 

£4995/£24 Per Week 


06/56Toyota Rav-4 XT4 D-4D 2.2 Diesel 4WD 

5dr, 75k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD, 

EA/Vindows, E/Sunroof 

£6795 / £35 Per Week 


[ 13/13 Peugeot 1071.0 Allure 

| 14k, Black, *ZERO ROAD TAX* Alloys, 
j Air Con, CD with Aux, EA/Vindows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

i 

L^r 

08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2DS Diesel 

4dr Automatic, 59k, Blue,Alloys, Half Cream 

Leather, Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£6795 / £35 Per Week 

* 

2008/08Vauxhall Astra 1.9 CDTi 16V SRi [150] 

3dr [Exterior Pack], Red, Graphite Alloys, 

Air con, CD, E/windows 

£3695/£23 Per Week 

. j 

[•*r 

06/06 Audi TT 1.8 Turbo 

60k, Red,Alloys, Grey Leather, CD, 

EA/Vindows 

£5995 / £32 Per Week 


! 08/08 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDCi Diesel Edge 

5dr [ 140] Automatic, 118k, Blue, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£3495 / £22 Per Week 


06/56 Jaguar X-Type SE 2.1 Diesel Estate 
ONLY 49k Miles, Red,Alloys, 

Cream Leather, Sat Nav, CD, EA/Vindows 

£5695 / £30 Per Week 

gt 

04/54AudiA2I.4TDI Diesel SE 

1 5dr, ONLY £30 Road Tax, Black,Alloys, Climate, 

1 CD Player, EAA/indows 

£2495 / £19 Per Week 

W* ' -1 

-• ** i 

10/10 Skoda Fabia l.9TDi Sport 

60k, Mauve with White Roof, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 



2003/53 Peugeot 206 CC 1.6 

Allure Convertible 2dr, Silver, Leather interior, 

Alloys,Air con, CD Player, E/windows 

£1595 / POA Per Week 

Finance example: 2008 Mini One 1.4, Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 60 monthly 
Payments of £110.53 (£25.50 per week) Total amount payable £4991.04 (Includes Document fee and Completion fee, Subject to status) 


I FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 

WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

E VIDEO REVIEII 

VSE DEALERSHIP INFI 

IRMATION 
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1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


expressandstar.com/drivetime 
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Junior players with Penn Golf Club professional Adam Robinson 


The Penn Golf Club shop 


Penn Golf Club senior players with the club captain Alex Haynes 



Club in the swing for 
National Golf Month 


PENN Golf Club has teed off for a busy 
month of action with a wide series of 
events. 

The well-appointed club that spreads out 
across the scenic Penn Common will have one 
eye of the future when it stages the Wolver¬ 
hampton and Dudley Primary Schools Putting 
Championships throughout the summer term. 

Families can also get into the swing of things on 
Bank Holiday Monday, May 30 with a Family Putting 
Challenge from 2-7pm, with golf and family meal-deal 
vouchers up for grabs. It is open to non-club mem¬ 
bers. 

The club is also hosting two prestigious individ¬ 
ual events, with 84 players from all over the country 
taking part in the Inaugural American Golf Seniors 
Championship. The top three pairs will qualify for the 
national final at The Belfry later in the year. 

Progress 

To conclude National Golf Month, Penn will be the 
host venue for the England Golf Midland Region La¬ 
dies Final Medal on Sunday. 

A field of 120 players from across the Midlands will 
tee off in an 18-hole stroke play competition. The top 
10 progress to Grand Medal Final Week in August. 

The packed schedule will add to secretary Mick 
Woodhouse’s increasing workload but he is more than 
happy to help the club build towards a bright future. 

Woodhouse is especially keen to increase the 
number of youngsters at the club and has forged a 
partnership with numerous schools across Wolver¬ 
hampton that sees him and the club’s qualified PGA 
coaches run sessions. 

“Golf clubs going out to put sessions on at schools 
is quite a unique thing,” said Woodhouse, who will 
be teeing off in the Seniors Championship on Friday. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


‘We are trying to attract 
young members and any bud¬ 
ding golfers can come along 
and join our academy.” 


“We go to quite a lot of schools across the Wolver¬ 
hampton area and we are planning something similar 
in Dudley,” Whitehouse added. 

“We deliver sessions and it’s really enjoyable. The 
Tri Golf is very popular because it caters for players 
of all abilities. 

“We are trying to attract young members to the 
club and any budding golfers can come along and join 
our academy.” 

The academy offers a pathway from beginner to 
professional under the guidance of academy director 
and club professional Mark Butler and junior organ¬ 
iser Adam Robinson. 

“Mark Butler is our club professional and he runs 
the Mark Butler Golf Academy at Sedgley,” added 
Woodhouse. 

“The youngsters can go there and have some ses¬ 
sions with Mark and then hopefully join our club. 

“That’s the pathway we are trying to create.” 

One of Penn’s former juniors, James Willis, is fly¬ 
ing the flag for the club on the professional scene. 

“James Willis started as a junior here and he has 
just turned professional,” said Woodhouse. 

“James is from Sedgley and he used to play county 


golf for Staffordshire and got a scholarship in Amer¬ 
ica. That’s an example of the pathway open to young 
players. 

“A lot of our members started off as juniors here, 
and some have gone on to be captain of the club.” 

Eight-handicapper Woodhouse was a keen cricketer 
with Wightwick before catching the golfing bug. 

He has been a member at Penn since 1988 and, 
along with a hard-working committee, is determined 
to drive the club forward in what is a competitive 
business. 

“We are trying to look after the club’s future,” he 
said. 

“Forging links with locals schools is an important 
step while it’s great for the club to be staging the 
American Golf Seniors Championship and the Eng¬ 
land Golf Midland Region Ladies Final Medal. 

Stable 

“Staging events such as those is testament to the 
quality of our course and helps raise the club’s profile. 

“We have a membership of around 500. 

“We are doing okay. We are stable and that’s not a 
bad position in today’s market because it’s very com¬ 
petitive. 

“It’s a lovely environment here and we are also 
planning to refurbish the club. 

“We have a very good committee here, so we are 
moving in the right direction.” 

The schools and family putting competitions are 
sponsored and supported by The Golf Foundation so 
there is no charge for instruction or entry into the 
competitions. 

They are open to school Years 4, 5 and 6 and schools 
can take up to 15 pupils per event. 

Any schools or families wishing to enter and take 
part in the competitions can do so by contacting the 
club on 01902 341142 or e-mail secretary@penngolf- 
club.co.uk 



Members relax at the 19th hole - inside the clubhouse 


Zak Jones tees off as junior players look on 
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Club putts on host of events 
to mark National Golf Month 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Boost for the 
Glassboys as 
trio sign on 

GOALKEEPER Matt Gould and attack¬ 
ing midfielder Chris Lait have signed 
new contracts at Stourbridge FC. 

The duo have put pen to paper on new 
deals at Ambelcote until the end of the 
2016/17 season, following in the foot¬ 
steps of central defender Dan Scarr who 
is already contracted to the club for the 
new campaign. 

Lait, who joined from Rushall Olympic 
in March 2014, was the Glassboys’ joint 
second highest scorer last season with 
16 goals, including stunning strikes in 
the FA Cup wins against Kidderminster 
Harriers and Dover Athletic. 

Gould signed for Stourbridge on loan 
from Scottish Championship side Liv¬ 
ingston in January and played 21 times, 
proving to be a solid presence behind the 
back four as Stourbridge pushed towards 
the play-offs. 

Meanwhile, Stourbridge have also 
have confirmed their season ticket and 
matchday admission prices for 2016/17. 
These are as follows: Adults £10, sen¬ 
ior citizens and 17-18-year-olds £7, 
11-16-year-olds £3, accompanied un¬ 
der-11s free. 

An adult’s full season ticket costs £170, 
£100 for senior citizens and 17-18-year- 
olds and £50 for ll-to-16s. 

All children under 11 will be admitted 
free as long as they are accompanied by 
a paying adult or season ticket holder. 

Flexi-season tickets will also be availa¬ 
ble. These comprise 12 numbered vouch¬ 
ers that can be used at any home league 
game. The vouchers are not restricted 
to the season ticket holder and can be 
used to allow entry for any person to any 
home league game. 

An application form can be down¬ 
loaded from the club’s website www. 
stourbridgefc.com. Season tickets can be 
applied for by post, and will be on sale 
at the club from Thursday, June 2 from 
7pm onwards. 

Heathens silence 
the Storm and go 
joint top of table 

CRADLEY battled their way back to 
joint top of the National League with a 
52-38 win over Coventry Storm at Mon- 
more Green on Monday night. 

Heathens head to Eastbourne in the 
league on Saturday and then to Buxton 
in the cup on Sunday. The next home 
meeting is the second leg of their cup tie 
with the Hitmen on Monday June 13. 
Cradley 52: Max Clegg 16+2, Ashley Morris 15, Luke 
Chessell 9, James Purchase 7, Ben Basford 4+2, Brad¬ 
ley Andrews 1, Jack Kingston R/R. 

Coventry 38: Dan Greenwood 11, Martin Knuckey 9+2, 
Conor Dwyer 7+4, Ryan Terry-Daley 7, Callum Walker 
4+2, Kyle Roberts 0, Liam Carr R/R. 

Cradley chiefs say their showpiece 
individual event of the year, the Dudley 
Stroke Association Golden Hammer on 
August 9, has all the makings of being 
the best of the modern era. 

Adam Ellis will defend his title with 
Dan Bewley also included. Tom Perry, 
Paul Starke, Steve Worrall, Nathan 
Greaves and Matt Williamson will all re¬ 
turn to Monmore. 

Admission is £15 adults, £12 conces¬ 
sions, free for children and £5 season 
ticket holders with their pass. 


Fighters claim European medal haul 



Pride gym kickboxing medallists 


TEENAGE fighter Reuben Charlesworth boxed 
to his fourth consecutive win - and then followed 
up with a kickboxing gold. 

The 18-year-old, from Lower Gornal is un¬ 
beaten as a boxer, and maintained his record with 
a second round stoppage against Jake Hudson 
from the Fight Den in Birmingham. 

Charlesworth, who trains at Pride boxing gym 
in Halesowen, under the guidance of his father 
Jason, gained further success at the ICO Kickbox¬ 
ing European championships in Rome. 

Seven participants came back with medals, 
with golds going to Charlesworth in the 18-years 


Boxing 


category, Liberty Smith in the 16s, Finlay Wright 
in the 15-years section, Tyler Cox for 12-year- 
olds and Luke Ashby for the aged nines. Connor 
Preece in the 17s and Kiyra Charlesworth, 12- 
years, returned with silvers. 

Head coach Jason Charlesworth, a 6th Dan 
said: “All of our fighters did our school and coun¬ 
try proud. There was plenty of talent on show.” 

These, and other fighters from the Halesowen 
martial arts centre, will travel to France for the 
world championships in October. 


RAIN SPARES 
HALES DEFEAT 


HALESOWEN CricketClubskip- 
per Richard Brooker has voi¬ 
ced concerns over the amount 
of pressure on the shoulders of 
star batsman Ed Kilbee. 

And Brooker has admitted this week 
is spent considering the batting line-up 
as his side prepares to face Penkridge 
at Seth Somers Park this Saturday 
(midday). 

Brooker says rain saved them from defeat in 
Saturday’s clash with C&R Hawks in Cannock 
which was abandoned. 

They were bowled out for a lowly 136 on a slow 
wicket with Kilbee hitting 40 and Will Barrett 35. 

The home side were well on their way to vic¬ 
tory at 87-2 from 16 overs when the rain came to 
save Hales’ blushes. 

The result put Halesowen fourth after collect¬ 
ing six points from what play was possible. 

Said Brooker: “Admittedly it was a tough pitch 
to bat on but we really didn’t apply ourselves at 
key times which was disappointing. 

Reliant 

“As good as Ed Kilbee is we really cannot be 
reliant on him week in, week out so there is some 
thinking to be done this week about how we go 
about our batting plans. 

“In truth the rain saved us from a defeat this 
week.” 

The second XI remains in mid-table after their 
washed out game against a Kidderminster team 
that were ravaged by injuries and unavailability. 

Batting first Halesowen clocked up 227-6 
thanks to Tom Williams (67) Mark Hutchinson 
(51 not out) and Kish Patel (30). 

In reply Kidderminster had eased their way to 
36-1 off seven overs when the rains came. Hale¬ 
sowen picked up nine points. 

Halesowen thirds were 228 all out (S Gill 100) 
and Bromsgrove 3rds 84-1 when their game was 
abandoned. 

The seconds go to Knowle & Dorridge on Sat¬ 
urday for a 12.30pm start. 

Himley are the opponents for the third and 
fourth teams with the thirds travelling and 
fourths at home. Both games get under way at 
lpm. 


Jordanne doubles up for title 



Jordanne Whiley and partner Yui Kamiji who won the Japan Open women’s doubles title 


HALESOWEN’S Jordanne Whiley proved a 
smash hit in the Far East again as she suc¬ 
cessfully defended her Japan Open women’s 
doubles title. She teamed up with Japan’s Yui 
Kamiji to beat Dutch top seeds Jiske Griffioen 
and Aniek van Koot. 

A dominant performance from 23-year- 
old Whiley and Kamiji saw them power to an 
emphatic 6-1, 6-1 success. It was their fourth 
Super Series doubles title together. 

“I was disappointed with my singles this 
week after going out in the quarter-finals,” said 


Whiley. “I really wanted to win here with Yui 
in her home country. 

“It’s also an important win for me as I 
needed the points to stay in the world’s top four 
in doubles, so to produce such a good win over 
the current world No.l pairing is great.” 

A fine end to the series for Britain saw Jamie 
Burdekin and Andy Lapthorne win the quad 
doubles while Alfie Hewett and Gordon Reid 
lived up to their second seeding to finish run¬ 
ners-up in their third Super Series men’s dou¬ 
bles final. 


Bell sounds 
on Aston’s 
title attempt 

DUDLEY’S Ryan Aston came off second 
best as he was knocked out by defending 
Midlands middleweight champion Craig 
Cunningham. 

A cracking area title tussle resulted 
in Aston was being left face down after 
Cunningham’s final blows finished him 
off just seconds before the bell at the end 
of the sixth round. 

The 10-round contest was the head¬ 
line bout at promoter Paul £ PJ’ Row- 
son’s ‘Resurgence’ show at Dudley Town 
Hall on Saturday night. 

Hometown hero Aston was attempting 
to claim a bonafide belt for the fourth 
time, in this third Midlands title shot. 

He first attempted to seize the area 
middleweight crown in 2012. 

Brummie Cunningham, aged 28, who 
lives in Oldbury, was putting the strap 
up-for-grabs for the first time and now 
plans to drop down to light middle. A 
quarter of well-matched four round 
bouts supported the main event. 

Rowley Regis’ Tyler Denny faced a 
tough super middleweight bout against 
Devon-born Spaniard Cristian Hoskin- 
Gomez. A second successive 38-38 draw 
for 24-year-old Denny had ringsiders 
scrambling for the history books. Seldom 
does a competitor draw twice in a row. 

Netherton’s Les Byfield had his hand 
raised by a 40-38 victory over Swindon’s 
Joe Beeden, his fifth straight victory. 

Boxing’s only professional poet, Matt 
Windle, opened the show with his first 
points shut out in his third professional 
contest. The Brummie overcame the 
game Gary Reeve by a 40-35 margin. 

‘Matt Man,’ coached by ex-pro Neil 
Perkins, remains unbeaten. 

The last under-card bout saw Lich¬ 
field’s Brad Foster outpoint Jordan 
Turner, of Nottinghamshire, at fly¬ 
weight. Turner was nursing what looked 
like a split lip and swelling by his right 
eye, but took a decent test by 39-37. 

Duo in Lisbon to 
represent Britain 

BLACK Country Triathletes’ junior sec¬ 
tion came home with a number of med¬ 
als from a duathlon at Stourport Sports 
Club. More than 120 children, aged from 
seven to 16, took part. 

Meanwhile, the club’s, Keith Bate 
won bronze in his age group at the Brit¬ 
ish Sprint Triathlon Championships at 
Emberton Country Park, while Steve 
Blakemore finished as 1st Vet in the 
Phoenix Sprint Triathlon at Ragley Hall, 
Warwickshire. 

They will both represent Great Brit¬ 
ain in the age group standard and sprint 
distance races at the European Duathlon 
Championships in Lisbon this weekend. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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GET YOUR HOME READY FOR SUMMER 
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